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CENTRAL YORK FIRE SERVICES 

Fire Services Report 2014-04 

To: 
	

Joint Council Committee 

Origin: 
	

Deputy Fire Chief. Robert Comeau 

Subject: 
	

Automatic Sprinklers in all Vulnerable Occupancies 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

THAT Fire Services Report 2014-04 Automatic Sprinklers in all Vulnerable 

Occupancies, dated March 12, 2014, be received for information purposes. 

COMMENTS 

Effective January 1 st  2014, Ontario became the first province to amend its Fire Code to 

require the retrofit of automatic sprinklers in all vulnerable occupancies. In early 

February, the Office of the Fire Marshal issued a letter to all Ontario municipalities 
advising of the changes to the Ontario Fire Code and clarified what it means to our 

municipalities. 

The purpose of this report is to provide JCC with an overview of the changes affecting 
vulnerable occupancies within Aurora and Newmarket. Attached to this report is a 

spreadsheet that lists all vulnerable occupancies within the two communities and where 
they stand with respect to the recent change to the Fire Code on the retrofit of Automatic 

Sprinklers. 
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The Ontario Fire Code considers vulnerable occupancies as: 

Housing where residents need "care". Care = resident requiring assistance to 
evacuate for either physical or cognitive reasons. 

Long term care homes (nursing homes) 

Group homes - where care services are provided 

Licenced retirement homes 

There are a number of other fire safety changes that are required by law: 

Deadlines - For In Care Occupancies and Retirement Homes 

March 1, 2014 — 	Install smoke alarms in individual sleeping rooms 

January 1, 2015— 	Install fire alarm monitoring and emergency lighting 

January 1, 2016 — 	Install self-closers and voice communication systems 

January 1, 2019 — 	Install automatic sprinklers 

Deadlines — For In Care and Treatment Occupancies (Nursing Homes) 

January 1, 2025 — 	Install automatic sprinklers 

Deadline — For All In Care Occupancies, Care and Treatment Occupancies, Licenced 
Retirement Homes 

January 1, 2014 — 	Implementation of approved Fire Safety Plan 

January 1, 2014 	Carry out annual fire drills, lowest staff level scenario as 
approved by local fire services 

January 1, 2014 — 	Must have sufficient number of supervisory staff available 
to assist residents to evacuate in an emergency 
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January 1, 2014 — 	Record keeping for training of supervisory staff on roles 

and responsibilities within fire safety plan 

January 1, 2017 — Owners and Operators responsible for implementing the 

approved Fire Safety Plan, and complete mandatory training (available April 
2014) 

Deadline - For Fire Services (in respect to Care Occupancies, Care and Treatment, 
Retirement Homes) 

January 1, 2014 — Registry of Vulnerable Occupancies (New Regulatory 

requirements mandate fire departments to enter specific information about 

vulnerable occupancies in their municipality) 

January 1, 2014 — Observation of annual fire drills based on approved 
scenario 

January 1, 2014 — Annual fire safety inspections based on standardized 
checklist 

January 1, 2017 — Complete mandatory training for all chief fire officials 

responsible for approving fire safety plans (available April 2014). 

BUDGET IMPACT 

This report has no impact on the 2014 budget. 

CONSULTATION 

This report was developed in consultation with CYFS Fire Prevention staff. 

CONTACT 

Deputy Fire Chief 
Robert Comeau 

Robert Comeau, Deputy Fire Chief 
Central York Fire Services 
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