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In the spirit of reconciliation and respect,
we begin this visioning document by
acknowledging the traditional territories
upon which the Town of Newmarket is
situated. We recognize that Newmarket is
located on the traditional territories of the
Wendat, Haudenosaunee, and the
Anishinaabe peoples, and the treaty land
of the Williams Treaties First Nations and
other Indigenous peoples whose
presence here continues to this day. We
thank them for sharing this land with us.

Future Newmarket

We also acknowledge the Chippewas of
Georgina Island First Nation as our close
neighbours and friends. We are
committed to fostering a cooperative and
respectful relationship with them and all
Indigenous communities. This document
aims to reflect our dedication to
sustainable and inclusive land use
planning that honours the rich cultural
heritage and contributions of Indigenous
Peoples.



Future Newmarket
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Newmarket’s Fairy Lake Park trail marker by Donald
Chretien, Ojibwe artist from Nippissing First Nation
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Future Newmarket

https://www.canva.com/design/DAGRCo9t3HU/jMLJ3Oca8X0E-UYx64QlqA/view?utm_content=DAGRCo9t3HU&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink&mode=preview
https://www.ontario.ca/files/2024-08/mmah-provincial-planning-statement-en-2024-08-19.pdf
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Future Newmarket

Future Newmarket is not just a reflection of our community’s
desires; it is a strategic document designed to guide the
Town’s growth in tangible ways. Rooted in community
principles, Future Newmarket underscores our commitment to
creating a vibrant, sustainable, and inclusive environment.
This effort to engage the community goes beyond merely
having conversations about growth, but empowering
community members to actively shape their surroundings. As
a result, Future Newmarket embodies our community’s
needs, aspirations, and values.

At its core, this document is about translating a collective
vision into actionable strategies that will support policy
directions for the new Official Plan. This means that the ideas,
concerns, and hopes shared by the community during Phases
1 to 3 of the Official Plan Review, are represented by strategic
pillars that will support every aspect of Newmarket’s
development—from inclusive land use planning,
transportation, infrastructure and heritage conservation, to
public art and environmental sustainability.

Future Newmarket serves as a living framework that will guide
Newmarket’s growth in a way that is responsive to the
evolving needs of its residents. This document is intended to
be a catalyst for greater things. The vision, guiding principles,
and transformative theme areas will directly influence the
design of our public spaces, the preservation of our cultural
heritage, the development of our neighbourhoods, and the
sustainability of our infrastructure. 

Ultimately, Future Newmarket envisions a town that is
celebrated, where economic opportunities are accessible, and
where quality of life is enhanced. Future Newmarket is well
beyond the ordinary; a place where people want to live and
thrive for generations to come.
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Future Newmarket

01. THE PEOPLE-FIRST LENS:
Prioritizes an inclusive planning process that considers the
diverse needs of Newmarket’s community members. By
integrating Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion (EDI) principles,
this lens focuses on removing barriers and promoting
accessible, equitable opportunities for all residents to thrive,
regardless of background, ability, or socioeconomic status.
This approach includes strategies to engage
underrepresented voices in community discussions,
designing spaces that encourage social inclusion, and
ensuring public resources, housing, and amenities are
accessible and welcoming to all. The People First Lens aims
to make Newmarket a more vibrant, fair, and cohesive
community.

02. THE CLIMATE RESILIENCE LENS:
Addresses the urgent need for climate resilience and
environmental stewardship in Newmarket’s future
development. This lens seeks to embed sustainable
practices in all aspects of planning, from green corridors to
active transportation initiatives and climate-adaptive
landscaping. By focusing on reducing the Town’s carbon
footprint, conserving resources, and enhancing resilience
against extreme weather events, the Climate Resilience Lens
ensures that Newmarket’s growth aligns with broader climate
goals and safeguards the Town’s environmental and public
health for future generations.

03. THE INDIGENOUS VALUE-BASED LENS: 
Emphasizes collaboration with Indigenous Communities to
recognize their historical presence, knowledge, and rights in
the planning process. This lens involves meaningful
relationship building and consultation with Indigenous
Peoples to co-create policies that honor cultural heritage,
respect Indigenous land stewardship, and promote shared
initiatives. By weaving Indigenous perspectives and
knowledge systems into the Official Plan, Newmarket aims to
contribute meaningfully to reconciliation efforts and enrich
the Town’s cultural fabric.
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Indigenous art installation along the
Nokiidaa Trail in Newmarket’s Fairy Lake
Park



Future Newmarket

In shaping the Future Newmarket vision, we are embracing a Two-Eyed Seeing
approach, a concept rooted in Mi’kmaq philosophy, that guides us to view the
world through two complementary perspectives: one-eye seeing through the
lens of Indigenous knowledge and the other through Western knowledge. This
lens has been informed and shaped by our partners and friends from the
Mississaugas of Scugog Island First Nation and Alderville First Nation. We thank
them for their valuable knowledge, time, and contributions to this document. This
approach helps us create a more holistic and inclusive path forward for the
Town, where diverse ways of knowing and being are honoured.

With Two-Eyed Seeing, we blend Indigenous wisdom—rooted in a deep
connection to the land, community, and sustainability—with Western planning
methods that emphasize urban design, growth management, and innovation.
This balance allows us to make decisions that are both progressive and
respectful, ensuring that the future we build is one that benefits all people and
the natural environment.

For Future Newmarket, this means integrating Indigenous values of stewardship
and interconnectedness into how we plan our neighbourhoods, public spaces,
and green areas. We recognize that land is not just a resource but a living entity
with which we must form a relationship. In practical terms, this lens informs the
creation of green corridors, civic squares, and development that supports
community well-being, both physically and spiritually.

Two-Eyed Seeing also means nurturing relationships with Indigenous
communities, ensuring their voices are heard, and actively shaping the planning
process. By working together, we aim to co-create a future where inclusivity,
respect for nature, and shared prosperity are at the heart of Newmarket’s
growth.

This dual perspective allows us to bridge cultural understanding, recognize the
strengths of both Indigenous and Western worldviews, and ensure that Future
Newmarket is a place where diverse knowledge systems work together for a
shared and sustainable future.
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Future Newmarket



ENGAGEMENT

Walkable Communities

Participants offered support for more mixed-use,
walkable neighbourhoods with access to the
services, jobs and amenities needed for daily living.

Housing Diversity

Participants identified the urgent need for more
affordable and age-friendly housing options.

The Official Plan Review process is being undertaken into five phases. Phase 1 involved gathering
and analyzing existing information and has been completed. Phase 2 focused on collecting
community input to shape the Town’s future vision. We are currently in Phase 3, where policy
directions are being developed and refined based on earlier findings and new community feedback.
The next step, Phase 4, will involve drafting the Official Plan, integrating input from the previous
phases. Finally, Phase 5 will see the completion and statutory review of the Final Official Plan. 

Below is a summary of what we heard so far during community engagement in Phase 3.

Future Newmarket

Phases 2 & 3 Feedback and Project Timeline
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Economic Opportunities

Suggestions for increasing economic opportunities in
the Town included promoting growth in sectors like food
services, healthcare, arts, and recreation.

Transportation

Participants expressed a desire to improve public
transit and active transportation in the Town to enhance
connectivity and accessibility to infrastructure and
public amenities.

Climate Action

Respondents indicated that
they want to see more
initiatives focused on climate
change adaptation and
mitigation, including preserving
and enhancing the Town’s tree
canopy, expanding
opportunities for green spaces
and gardens, and reviewing
development standards to
ensure they achieve current
best-practices.

Future Newmarket
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Pedestrian Experience

We heard that future development and infrastructure improvements in the Town should focus on
pedestrian safety, accessibility, and increasing access to recreational spaces, fostering a sense of
belonging and inclusion within the community.

Heritage Preservation

We heard that the Town’s heritage resources, which are integral to the Town’s rich heritage and
history, play an important role in the Town’s economy and attracting tourists, and should continue to
be protected.

Future Newmarket
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POLICY DIRECTIONS
ENGAGEMENT: 

Future Newmarket

We wanted to hear from you!
We brought the policy directions and transformative “Theme
Areas” to you for feedback! Through this process, we hope to
reflect the culture, needs, and aspirations of residents in future
growth, cultivating a proud community grounded in a shared
vision. We attended events that reached a wide demographic of
individuals, honouring the diversity of our residents. 

Town staff hosted events at the following venues: 
Friday Night Social Dance, Seniors

Meeting Place (June 21, 2024)

Farmers’ Market, Riverwalk Commons
(June 22, July 6, 13 & 20, 2024)

Parent and Tot Pre-School, Magna
Centre (June 24, 2024)

Seniors’ Badminton, Seniors
Meeting Place (June 25, 2024)

Tim Hortons Canada Day Event,
Riverwalk Commons (July 1, 2024)

Magna Centre Pop-up Events (July
8, 15, & 22, 2024)

Ray Twinney Recreation Centre Pop-
up Events (July 8, 15, & 22, 2024)
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 Social Media Campaign

PUBLIC INFORMATION CENTRE
BY THE NUMBERS*

Future Newmarket

Your voice was heard!

1,660
Likes, Clicks, Comments

& Shares

12,000
people reached

Neighbourhood Media

+543
Direct Engagement

40+
responses

Policy Directions Survey

1,200
page visits

Project Website

13
Communications Tactics

55% 60% 45%

of respondents*
emphasized improving
accessibility and
connectivity for parks and
open spaces by updating
park facilities and expanding
trail networks.

of respondents* suggested
improved active
transportation, including bike
lanes and pedestrian paths, to
balance transportation modes
and prioritize sustainability.

of respondents* spoke about
integrating climate change
into planning using renewable
energy, improved energy
efficiency, and enhanced green
spaces.

*Official Plan Review In-Person Public Information Centre hosted on August 29th, 2024 . See the Engagement Summary on the project webpage for more
information.                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

*Policy Direction Survey posted online from June to September 2024. See the Engagement Summary on the project webpage for more information.                         

*including the Pop-up
Events
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The Town of Newmarket
will grow as a sustainable,

complete, inclusive, and
connected community that
offers a high quality of life,

supports a strong
economy, and is a

destination for all to
enjoy.

Future Newmarket
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Future Newmarket
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Guiding principles are the fundamental values, goals, and ideas that help
direct how our community grows. They are the core beliefs that shape
decisions and actions, providing clear direction for everyone involved. Each of
the five guiding principles in Future Newmarket are supported by key actions
which will underpin policy directions for the Official Plan.

Future Newmarket

Vision Guiding Principles

Strategic Actions Policy Directions

Official Plan Policies
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WHY THESE GUIDING
PRINCIPLES MATTER
SHAPING OUR Future Newmarket

Future Newmarket

Environmental Resilience:
Working to ensure that
Newmarket is resilient and
prepared for the impacts of a
changing climate.

Economic Prosperity: Providing
local economic opportunities and
building resilience by allowing for
innovation and growth in
emerging employment sectors
while supporting the tourism
industry.

Social Equity: Supporting a
people-focused and community
driven approach to growth where
everyone has access to
opportunities and where diverse
voices are included in the
decision-making process.

Community Well-Being:
Promoting good urban design
principles which support creating
places where people feel
connected, safe, and proud to
live and work. Rainbow “Friendship Bench” on Newmarket’s Main Street

commemorating Gillian Barker, a York Pride organizer
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Future Newmarket

                                      will apply an equity, diversity and inclusion lens to its future policies, fostering a
vibrant, diverse and accessible community.

     Official Plan Review - Spring 2025                                                                                                                                                                                                19      



Future Newmarket
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Future Newmarket
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Future Newmarket

     Official Plan Review - Spring 2025                                                                                                                                                                                                22      



Future Newmarket

                                      will cultivate a thriving, green, and resilient community by considering an
environmental perspective, climate change implications, and enhancing green infrastructure.
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Future Newmarket
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Future Newmarket
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Future Newmarket
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Future Newmarket

                                      will prioritize intensification and the development of compact, complete
communities with a variety of housing options and will promote healthy, sustainable living.

GUIDING PRINCIPLE 3:

COMPLETE
COMMUNITIES FOR
SUSTAINABLE LIVING
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Future Newmarket
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Future Newmarket
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Future Newmarket
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Future Newmarket

                                      will build connected and efficient communities through promoting active
transportation networks and modes, enhancing environmental outcomes and quality of life for
residents.

     Official Plan Review - Spring 2025                                                                                                                                                                                                31      



Future Newmarket
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Future Newmarket
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Future Newmarket

Image Source: Vivanext
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Future Newmarket

                                    will be a vibrant, people-focused community, bolstering economic resilience
through tourism initiatives and promoting innovation and growth in essential employment sectors.
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Future Newmarket
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Innovation & Growth: Promote opportunities for
economic growth through innovation and a gflexible
policy framework to support emerging sectors. 

Action 3:

Future Newmarket
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Develop a Tourism Infrastructure Plan: Invest in key
tourism infrastructure (e.g., accessible public spaces,
places to sit and dine or relax, places for artists and art
stalls), and include policies in the Official Plan that
support these improvements.

Future Newmarket

Action 4:

A PLACE TO BE & VISIT
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TRANSFORMATIVE THEME AREAS

These transformative theme areas set out actionable policy directions to strategically,
meaningfully, and thoughtfully guide growth in the Town of Newmarket for the next 30
years.

GUIDING OUR Future Newmarket

Future Newmarket
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Future Newmarket

THEME AREAS
Growth Management Complete Communities

Climate Change & 
Natural Heritage

Jobs & 
Employment Areas

Housing Solutions

Transportation & 
Connections

Infrastructure & 
Services

Placemaking & 
Urban Design

Parks & 
Open Spaces

Cultural 
Heritage

Transformative
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Equity, Diversity & 
Inclusion



Future Newmarket
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Future Newmarket

Explore Innovative Housing
Solutions & Housing

Options

Increase and Expand
Transportation &

Infrastructure Servicing 
Prioritize Sustainability &

Environmental Preservation 

Focus on Growing “Up” &
Intensification
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Vision for the Future

Future Newmarket
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Future Newmarket

A GLIMPSE INTO Future Newmarket
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Future Newmarket
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Future Newmarket
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Future Newmarket
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Future Newmarket
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Future Newmarket
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Future Newmarket

A Comfortable, Attractive &
Safe Pedestrian Space

Promote Local Shops, Bars &
Restaurants

Connections to Natural
Spaces & Trails

Accessible Community
Services, Facilities &

Amenities
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Vision for the Future

Future Newmarket
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Future Newmarket

A GLIMPSE INTO Future Newmarket
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RESTAURANTS
3 minute walk

PHARMACY
2 minute walk

SHOPPING
9 minute walk

COFFEE STOP
9 minute walk

MOVIE THEATRE
8 minute bike

TRAILS
8 minute bike

GO TRAIN
8 minute bike

HOSPITAL
11 minute bike

GROCERY STORE
4 minute walk

DAYCARE
15 minute walk

LCBO
9 minute walk

DOG PARK
20 minute bike

PUBLIC SCHOOL
11 minute walk

RECREATION
FACILITY
7 minute bike

MULOCK PARK
10 minute bike

PLAYGROUND*
12 minute walk

PLACE OF WORSHIP
8 minute walk

MAIN STREET
NEWMARKET
20 minute bike

There are already many local
amenities within close proximity
to Newmarket’s primary urban
corridor. We plan to continue
creating walkable, compact
neighbourhoods with a wide range
of amenities for residents,
contributing to complete
communities that are  well
beyond the ordinary.*Note: Travel times are based off of Google Maps data.

Future Newmarket
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Future Newmarket
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EQUITY, DIVERSITY
& INCLUSION
Vision for the Future

Future Newmarket

Future Newmarket will be a welcoming, inclusive
community where diversity is celebrated, and
equity is embedded in all aspects of Town life. The
Town will ensure that all residents have the
opportunity to thrive, regardless of their
background or circumstances, by creating a a
community built on mutual respect,
understanding, and collaboration.
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INCLUSIVE LAND USE
PLANNING

Future Newmarket

A GLIMPSE INTO Future Newmarket
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Future Newmarket
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Future Newmarket

Age Friendly & Inclusive
Communities

Diverse Types of Housing
Forms

Enabling Middle Housing, such
as Duplexes, Triplexes and Walk-

Up Apartments

Contemporary Housing
Solutions, such as ARUs and

Homeless Support
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Vision for the Future

Future Newmarket

Future Newmarket will encourage a diverse array
of housing options that cater to the needs and
abilities of residents. Through thoughtful planning
and policy, the Town will create inclusive,
accessible neighbourhoods that support a high
quality of life for all.
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Future Newmarket
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Future Newmarket

Landscape Design &
Wildlife Preservation

Sustainable & Eco-Friendly
Developement

Community Gardens &
Green Spaces

Incentivize & Support
Emission Reduction 
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Vision for the Future

Future Newmarket
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Future Newmarket
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Future Newmarket
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Future Newmarket

Source: Town of Newmarket, Low Impact Development and Stormwater Management/What is the Town doing?
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Future Newmarket

     Official Plan Review - Spring 2025                                                                                                                                                                                                66      



1

Future Newmarket
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2

Future Newmarket
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3

Future Newmarket
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Future Newmarket
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Future Newmarket

Support for Active
Transportation

Infrastructure for Bikes,
Scooters & Pedestrians

Expand BRT Accessibility
& Transit Priority

Measures

Integrate E-Bikes/Scooters
with Rental Systems &

Education

Shift Investment to
Complete Streets and

Biking Paths
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Vision for the Future

Future Newmarket
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Future Newmarket

PARKS & OPEN
SPACES
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Future Newmarket

WHAT WE HEARD
Parks and open spaces are a cornerstone for healthy living, community gathering, and
environmental stewardship. Green spaces not only meet recreational needs but also enhance
ecological sustainability and support a high quality of life for generations to come. The Town of
Newmarket aims to create inclusive, accessible, and resilient spaces that reflect the community’s
evolving needs while protecting the natural environment, making Newmarket well beyond the

Increase Parks & Green
Spaces

Preserve & Expand the Tree
Canopy

Provide Accessible and
Inclusive Outdoor Spaces

Increase Trail Connections
& Walkability

ordinary.
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PARKS & OPEN
SPACES
Vision for the Future

Future Newmarket

Future Newmarket will be a green town, where parks
and open spaces are abundant, accessible, and
thoughtfully designed to support recreation, leisure,
and ecological health. The Town will prioritize the
creation and maintenance of these spaces as vital
community assets that enhance the quality of life for
all residents.

     Official Plan Review - Spring 2025                                                                                                                                                                                                75      



WHAT WE’RE ALREADY DOING TO MAKE
NEWMARKET

Future Newmarket

Even Better

THEN

NOW
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MULOCK PARK VISION FOR 

Future Newmarket

Future Newmarket

SKATING AREA & TRAILHISTORIC MULOCK HOUSE

GREENHOUSE CONSERVATORY

GREAT LAWN

SUMMER WATER PLAY & WINTER SKATE

ARTIST RESIDENCY & HISTORIC GARDEN
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Future Newmarket

Official Plan Review - Fall 2024

     Official Plan Review - Spring 2025                                                                                                                                                                                                78      



Future Newmarket

Encourage Vibrant, Mixed-
Use Development

Support Inclusive &
Accessible Public Spaces

Identify Areas for Cultural &
Social Events, such as
Festivals & Markets

Maintain the Town’s Identity
& Character

Official Plan Review - Fall 2024
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Vision for the Future

Future Newmarket

Future Newmarket will be known for its thoughtful
urban design and vibrant public spaces, where
architecture, art, and landscape come together to
create a strong sense of place. The Town will
encourage environments that are both functional and
beautiful, encouraging community interaction and
pride.
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Future Newmarket
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Future Newmarket
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Future Newmarket

Balance Cultural History
with Future Development

Create Central Centres that
Demonstrate Newmarket’s

History

Enhance Public Art &
Showcase Indigenous

Artists

Honour Existing Historical
Landmarks & Buildings
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Vision for the Future

Future Newmarket
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Future Newmarket
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Future Newmarket
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Future Newmarket
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Future Newmarket

Diverse Employment
Opportunities

Promote Tourism & Local
Businesses

Focus on Youth &
Community

Encourage Sustainability &
Dining
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Vision for the Future

Future Newmarket
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Future Newmarket
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Future Newmarket

Increase Recreational
Opportunities

Improve Traffic Flow &
Reduce Congestion

Enhance Water & Sustainable
Energy Practices

Improve Healthcare Systems
& Accessibility
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Vision for the Future

Future Newmarket
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1

Future Newmarket

3

2

This graphic is inspired by the York Region Water and Wastewater Master Plan,
demonstrating the "one water" approach the Town is taking for Future Newmarket. This
approach to decision-making treats the urban water cycle as a unified system, where water
flows between drinking water, groundwater, stormwater, and wastewater. The Official Plan
aims to uphold this principle, encouraging cost-effective, financially sustainable services
that reduce water source dependency and minimize environmental impact.

Take on a unified and comprehensive approach to
managing water resources, ensuring that all related
systems work together effectively.

Explore and implement new ideas and
technologies to enhance cost-efficiency and
promote sustainability.

Extend the lifespan and maximize the capacity of
existing infrastructure to delay the need for new
capital investments.
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