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The Town of Newmarket Placemaking Concepts  

Yonge St. and Davis Dr.
Yonge St. and Eagle St.

Davis Dr. and Main St.
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VISION
To build beyond VivaNext Streetscape 
Design using placemaking principles to 
create a better place for the community of 
Newmarket. 
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The process of placemaking will collectively shape and revitalize public spaces in the urban 
environment supporting cultural, economic, social and ecological design. These often 
neglected corners of busy intersections can be a place to gather, explore public art, promote 
Newmarket’s identity, escape and connect to adjacent infrastructure . Each intersection was 
evaluated by IBI Group determine the needs of the current and future uses. 

INVENTORY 
SITE VISITS 

ANALYSIS
OPPORTUNITIES 
AND CONSTRAINTS

DESIGN 
WORKSHOPS
PRELIMINARY 
CONCEPTS

SCHEMATIC 
DESIGN
REFINED 
CONCEPTS

FINAL 
PLACEMAKING 
CONCEPT
PRELIMINARY 
BUDGET 

PROCESS

CONSULTATION
The placemaking concepts were developed in consultation with the Town of Newmarket’s 
Steering Committee, Heritage Newmarket Advisory Committee, Main Street District BIA and 
VivaNext Task Force. 
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0 50 250 500

Floodplain and Hazard Lands

Provincial Urban Growth Centre

Parks and Open Space

Natural Heritage System

Yonge North Character Area

Yonge and Davis Character Area

Yonge Civic Character Area

Yonge South Character Area

Davis Drive Character Area

Regional Healthcare Centre Character Area

Planned VIVA Rapidway Station

Mobility Hub Station Area Plan Study Area 

(Conceptual)

GO Transit Station

Future GO Rail Station

Mobility Hub

Railway

6 storeys 20 storeys (62m)     2.5      4.0     30 storeys (92m)     4.5 

4 storeys 15 storeys (47m)     2.0      3.5     25 storeys (77m)     4.0    

3 storeys 10 storeys (32m)     1.5      2.5     18 storeys (56m)     3.0    

2 storeys 6 storeys (20m)       1.5      2.0     8 storeys (26m)       2.5    

min. 
height

max.
height

min.
FSI

max.
FSI

max. 
height with 
bonusing

max. 
FSI with 
bonusing

Minimum and maximum fl oor space index (FSI) are applied at the development block level.  Minimum and maximum heights 
are applied at the building level. Potential for additional height and density through bonusing (see policy 14.2.9).

(Schedule 4 from the draft Secondary Plan)
scope of work 

Draft Secondary Plan 2013 
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SITE FURNISHING

PLAZA DESIGN

decorative 
paving 
raised seating 
trellis and 
water features
berms /  
earthworks

ice lounge 
Newmarket 
illuminated 

furniture

concrete or 
wood site 
furniture

‘frame the 
view’

corten 
decorative 
tree grate

PRECEDENTS 
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native 
prairie 
mix

ornamental 
grasses

VEGETATION

street 
trees

evergreen 
shrubs  

PUBLIC ART

decorative 
lighting

steel art design

HERITAGE

arch design

historic finishes
multimedia 
water 
feature
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ANALYSIS 
YONGE STREET & DAVIS 
DRIVE
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DAVIS DRIVE

RAILING 39.65m REFER TO 2/611

RAILING 44.95m REFER TO 2/611

G
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R
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T

views to SWM 
Pond
future park space upgraded VivaNext

crossings and paving

large grade change 
retaining wall and 
ramp down to plaza

opportunity for 
urban plaza large 
ROW

infill projects 
necessary to 
encourage 
pedestrian use

approved SE corner gateway design by IBI 

VivaNext Streetscape Concept
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views to Court Justice 
landscape

views to park and 
Regional building infill projects 

necessary to 
encourage 
pedestrian use 
on east side of 
Yonge St. 

future urban park

YONGE STREET & EAGLE STREET

Views to the northwest of the York Administrative Centre by Douglas Cardinal Architects Inc.

Eagle Street West

Yo
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S
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PRECEDENTS

PUBLIC TRANSIT CONTEXT IN SURROUNDING AREA

VIVA on Davis Dr in Newmarket VIVA H2VMC in City of Vaughan along Highway 7 VIVA Streetscape Language

Concept Plan: Newmarket Courthouse Expansion  
50 Eagle Street West, Newmarket ON

0 15 30 m

1: 750

Draft Concept 
 
• Neighbourhood Parks 
• Breathing Spaces (Smaller Scale Parks 

and Squares) 
• Green Streetscape 

 

a. Parks And Open Space CONTEXT PLAN FOR PARKS/
OPEN SPACES

Courthouse Expansion

Existing
Courthouse

Excerpt from Urban Centres Secondary Plan

CONCEPTUAL RENDERING

Courthouse Expansion Concept by IBI Group



IBI GROUP  |  MARCH 20148

MAIN STREET &  
DAVIS DRIVE 

VivaNext Streetscape Rendering views east along davis, Union Hotel and Station 

Historic View Downtown Newmarket  along Main Street 

Union Hotel

future urban park 
opportunity

Gateway to 
Historic Downtown 

historic finishings 

contemporary VivaNext 
Design

farmhouse and 
floodplain zone
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Plan View of Yonge St. and Davis Dr.

Phase 1

Future 

Phase

DAVIS DR.
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A

AB

B

2.

1.

3.

4.

N

VivaNext

Phase 1 

(dotted) 

VivaNext
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MAXIMUM 1.2M HEIGHT SCULPTURAL BERM WITH TREES MAXIMUM 1.2M HEIGHT SCULPTURAL BERM WITH TREESENTRY AREA WITH SCULPTURE

WAYFINDING POST LIGHT FIXTURE - PHILIPS LUMEC OVAL SERIES, COLONNE LUMINEUSE / OV2CONCRETE SEAT WALL

4.2 M

APPROXIMATE HYDRO POLE LOCATION

Elevation A  - Northwest Corner ‘Gateway to a Park’

YONGE & DAVIS 
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MAXIMUM 1.2M HEIGHT SCULPTURAL BERM WITH TREESCOMMUNITY PARK SIDEWALK YOUNGE ST. ROADWAYENTRY AREA WITH SCULPTURE
MAXIMUM 1.2M HEIGHT SCULPTURAL BERM WITH TREES

LIGHT FIXTURE - PHILIPS LUMEC OVAL SERIES, COLONNE LUMINEUSE / OV2

CONCRETE SEAT WALL

WALKWAY

APPROXIMATE HYDRO POLE LOCATION

Elevation B -  Northwest Corner ‘Gateway to a Park’  

YONGE & DAVIS 



IBI GROUP  |  MARCH 201412

Perspective looking at northwest corner ‘Gateway to a Park’

YONGE & DAVIS 
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Plan view of Yonge St. and Eagle St. 

EAGLE ST.

YO
N

G
E ST. 

C
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N

1.

2.

3.

4.
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Conceptual design of the Courthouse Expansion Wetland design Precedent (above) 
Trellis with decorative planting (below)

YONGE & EAGLE 
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H i s t o r i c  
Newmarket

The presence of a number of native portage 
trails was instrumental in the development of 
the Town of Newmarket.  The Don Trail was 
developed into Yonge Street, and part of the 
Rouge Trail exists today as Main Street.  The 
existence of these trails made exploration and 
settlement easier in early pioneer days. 
Timothy Rogers, a Vermont Quaker, chose 
the site of the future Newmarket in 1800 as a 
place to which he would bring forty families, 
mostly Quaker, from the United States.

The arrival of the Ontario, Simcoe and Huron 
Railway in 1853 encouraged the growth of the 
community.  Newmarket was originally part of 
Whitchurch Township until becoming a Village in 
1857, and a Town in 1880. The twentieth 
century brought innovation and prosperity.  
Electricity, telelphones, automobiles and an 
electric railway revolutionized daily life.  Three 
industries became major employers in 
Newmarket : Cane Woodenware (later Dixon 
Pencil), Office Specialty, and Davis Leather. The 
Quaker Meeting House, which has stood near 
Newmarket's southern boundary since 1812, is 
a reminder of how far the New Market has come 
in its two centuries of being the Heart of York.

~ PARKETTE BEHIND ~

YONGE ST. VIVANEXT STREETSCAPE
- SIDEWALK WITH STREET TREES (SILVA CELL) PLAZA WITH SEATING & PLANTING
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APPROXIMATE HYDRO POLE LOCATION

CONCRETE SEATWALL WITH IPE WOOD TOP  

LIGHT FIXTURE
 - PHILIPS LUMEC OVAL SERIES,

COLONNE LUMINEUSE / OV2

ORNAMENTAL GRASSES

Elevation C - Northeast Corner - Large Plaza with Seating 

YONGE & EAGLE 
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Plan View of Main St. and Davis Dr. 

1.

1.

2.

2.

MAIN & DAVIS

DAVIS DR. 
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Future Potential 
to widen ROW to 

improve streetscape

Phase 1

Phase 1

Future 

Phase

Future 

Phase

D

N

VivaNext
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6.0 M CLEARANCE

CONCRETE SIDEWALK 
WITH ACCENT UNIT PAVING

4 LANE ROADWAY
PROPOSED NEWMARKET GATEWAY

1.5M WIDTH GATEWAY STRIP - PLANTER AND SEAT WALL CONCRETE SIDEWALK 
WITH ACCENT UNIT PAVING

1.5M WIDTH GATEWAY STRIP - PLANTER AND SEAT WALL

R.
O.

W

R.
O.

W

~ URBAN PARK ~ ~ COMMERCIAL AREA ~

CORTEN STEEL PANEL

CORTEN STEEL POSTS

CORTEN STEEL PANEL WITH STAINLESS 
STEEL LETTERS AND NEWMARKET LOGO

PAINTED LETTERING

Elevation D -  Southwest and Southeast Corner of Main St.  

MAIN & DAVIS
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PROPOSED NEWMARKET GATEWAY DESIGN TYPICAL ELEVATION

5.5 M MIN. CLEARANCE

~ URBAN PARK BEHIND ~

CORTEN STEEL POSTS

CORTEN STEEL PANEL

STAINLESS STEEL LETTERS AND NEWMARKET LOGO
VISIBLE ON BOTH SIDES

STREET TREE AND DECORATIVE CORTEN TREE GRATE STREET TREE AND DECORATIVE CORTEN TREE GRATEGATEWAY FEATURE - PLANTER AND SEAT WALL

R.
O.

W

CONCRETE SIDEWALK WITH ACCENT UNIT PAVING

PAVING BAND WITH LIGHT FIXTURE 
WITH EXTENDED LIGHT POLE

PAVING BAND WITH LIGHT FIXTURE 
WITH EXTENDED LIGHT POLE

~ COMMERCIAL / RESIDENTIAL BEHIND ~

+

Elevation E - Southwest and Southeast Corner of Main St.  

MAIN & DAVIS
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Perspective looking south along Main Street towards the future Urban Park 

MAIN & DAVIS
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GATEWAY NAMING

HISTORIC DOWNTOWN 

In consultation with the Steering Committee,  Heritage Newmarket Advisory Committee and Main Street District BIA 
various options were selected. Please vote for the preferred, the maximum character allowment is 30 including spaces. 

HISTORIC DOWNTOWN OF NEWMARKET

HISTORIC DOWNTOWN DISTRICT

THANK YOU FOR VISITING

FRONT - NORTH FACE BACK - SOUTH FACE

HISTORIC MAIN STREET
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IBI Group 
5th Floor–230 Richmond Street West 
Toronto ON  M5V 1V6  Canada

tel	 416 596 1930 
fax 	 416 596 0644

Copyright © 2014 IBI Group

THANK YOU FOR VISITING


