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TO: 
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SUBJECT: 
	

Yonge Street and Davis Drive Streetscape Master Plan Study 

ORIGIN: 
	

Development & Infrastructure Services 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

THAT Development & Infrastructure Services/Planning & Building Services Report 2016-40 dated 
October 31, 2016 regarding the Yonge Street and Davis Drive Streetscape Master Plan Study be 
received and the following recommendation(s) be adopted: 

1. THAT the Yonge Street & Davis Drive Streetscape Master Plan Study be adopted. 

2. AND THAT subject to future budget approvals, any future improvements to Yonge Street and 
Davis Drive outside of the vivaNext rapidway be carried out in accordance with the 
Streetscape Master Plan vision. 

COMMENTS 

The Town and Region of York have partnered to create a Streetscape Master Plan for those 
portions of Yonge Street and Davis Drive that are outside of the vivaNext rapidway. 

In 2015 the Town and Region contracted IBI Group to prepare a Streetscape Master Plan (SMP) that 
would ensure a coordinated streetscape vision is achieved for those portions of Yonge Street and Davis 
Drive that are outside of the vivaNext rapidway (i.e. Davis Drive west of Yonge Street and east of Patterson 
Street, and Yonge Street north of Davis Drive and south of Savage Road). 

The SMP includes a vision, master plan, implementation strategy, and estimated capital, 
operational, and maintenance costs. 

The SMP is a complete document that starts with a vision of vibrant, green, and active corridors. Key 
design objectives, varied streetscape typologies, proposed hard and soft-scape materials, Low Impact 
Design and other context-sensitive considerations result in an overall master plan for the corridors. Finally, 
the plan includes an implementation strategy as well as estimated capital, operational, and maintenance 
costs associated with implementing the plan. 
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Further details are provided in the Executive Summary attached to this report as Appendix 1. The SMP is 
also being recommended for adoption by Regional Council on their November 3 rd  Committee of the Whole 
agenda. 

The SMP design will be implemented as improvements to these portions of Yonge Street and Davis 
Drive are carried out by the Region of York, beginning with Yonge Street North. 

The Region is currently in the design phase for improvements to Yonge Street North between Davis Drive 
and Green Lane, which is expected to be reconstructed in 2020/2021. The SMP project team has been 
working closely with the Region to ensure that the design drawings for this portion of Yonge Street are 
consistent with the draft document so that when the physical work begins it is done in accordance with the 
SMP's vision. 

Similarly, the Region is currently working on improvements to the intersection of Bathurst Street and Davis 
Drive West, and the SMP project team has been working to ensure that the ultimate design takes into 
consideration the vision established in the SMP. 

The Town's Development Coordination Committee and Region staff have met with developers regarding 
active developments along Davis Drive West to ensure that their designs will, to the extent possible, either 
implement the vision or accommodate the future vision at such time as Davis Drive West is urbanized. 

The SMP builds on the vivaNext design and addresses the interface with the rapidway. 

A key aspect of the SMP design was to recognize and build on the vivaNext rapidway design and address 
the interface and transition points to create a seamless public realm. Further, the Yonge Street North 
segment of the SMP protects for a potential future bus rapidway as identified in both Metrolinx's 25-year 
plan and the Region's 2016 Transportation Master Plan. The interim design will include a landscaped 
median which can be converted into a bus rapidway in the future. 

BUSINESS PLAN AND STRATEGIC PLAN LINKAGES  

The SMP supports the following branches of the Town's Strategic Plan: 

Well-planned and connected: long-term strategy matched with a short-term action plan; walking and biking 
trails, paths and lanes 

Well-equipped and managed: clear vision of the future aligned with corporate/business plans such as the 
Secondary Plan and the vivaNext rapidway 

CONSULTATION 

A core project team was established early in the process consisting of Regional and Town staff from the 
areas of traffic safety, road operations, capital planning, community planning, transportation planning, 
forestry, York Region Rapid Transit Corporation, policy and long-range planning, public works, and 
engineering services. Newmarket Hydro and the Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority were also 
consulted to ensure consistency with their plans and policies. 
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A visioning session, Public Information Centre, and a Council Workshop were also included at various 
points throughout the project. 

HUMAN RESOURCE CONSIDERATIONS 

Not applicable to this report. 

BUDGET IMPACT 

The following table outlines the estimated capital and annual maintenance costs (in 2016 dollars) to 
implement the plan, which is expected to occur over an approximate 20 year timeframe as the various 
segments of Yonge Street and Davis Drive are urbanized and/or improved. Regional staff advises that the 
estimated costs for this plan are comparable to the South Yonge Street Corridor Streetscape Master Plan 
in the southern part of the Region. 

The Town will seek funding opportunities with the Region to cost-share the streetscape 
improvements. 

Under the Region's Municipal Streetscape Partnership Program, the Town would seek to split the 
streetscape improvement costs 50/50 with the Region. As an example, the streetscaping component of 
the Yonge Street North project was originally budgeted for $4.9M in accordance with the Region's "Toward 
Great Regional Streets" document. As shown in the table below, the streetscape improvements 
contemplated in the SMP amount to $13.1M. The Town will seek to cost-share the difference ($8.2M) with 
the Region, resulting in the Town's portion being approximately $4.1M in 2016 dollars, which may be 
further reduced through the use of tools such as Development Charges and Section 37 Bonusing. 

As per the Region's recently-adopted Transportation Master Plan update, in time (i.e. post 2019) the 
maintenance responsibility of boulevard elements on Regional roads will transfer to the Region. 

Estimated Capital and Maintenance Cost of Streetscape Improvements 

Streetscape Master Plan 
Segment 

Capital Cost Annual Maintenance Cost 

Yonge Street North $13.1M $344K 
Yonge Street South $ 7.5M $151K 
Davis Drive East $ 9.1M $200K 
Davis Drive West $ 6.8M $225K 

Total Cost $36.5M $920K 
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CONTACT 

For more information on this report, contact R. Nethery, Director, Planning & Building Services, ext. 2451, 
(rnetherynewmarket.ca ).  

Assi?ant  Director 

    

    

   

Director of Planning & Building Services 

Commissioner of Development & Infrastructure Services 

Attachment: SMP Executive Summary 
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