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DEVELOPMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES/PLANNING & BUILDING SERVICES - REPORT 2014-08 

TO: 
	

Committee of the Whole 

SUBJECT: 
	

Municipal Register of Non-Designated Heritage Properties 

ORIGIN: 
	

Heritage Newmarket/Planning and Building Services 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

THAT Development and Infrastructure Services/Planning and Building Services Report 2014-08 dated 

January 13, 2014 regarding the Municipal Register of Non-Designated Heritage Properties be received 

and the following recommendation(s) be adopted: 

1. THAT the Municipal Register of Non-Designated Heritage Properties dated January 13, 2014 be 

received by Council; 

2. AND THAT owners of property on the Municipal Register of Non-Designated Heritage Properties 

be invited to a Public Information Centre on the Municipal Registry and non-designated 

properties of cultural heritage value; 

3. AND THAT after the Public Information Centre, the Municipal Register of Non-Designated 

properties be brought forward to Council for approval. 

BACKGROUND  
The Ontario Heritage Act, an Act to provide for the Conservation, Protection and Preservation of the 

Heritage of Ontario has been in place since March 5, 1975. The principal statutory mechanism for 

achieving the purposes of the Act has been the power to identify and designate properties of cultural 

heritage value or interest in the municipality, either individually under Part IV, or as included within a 

heritage conservation district under Part V of the Act. 

Heritage Newmarket Advisory Committee have been preparing a document of properties that can be 

considered to have historic value since their establishment in the early 1980's. This information has been 

collected with the intent to be included in the Municipal Register of Heritage Properties, as defined under 

Part 4, Section 27 (1.2) of the Ontario Heritage Act as properties that have historic value but are not 

designated under the Act. 

Section 27 of the Heritage Act requires the clerk of every local municipality to keep an up to date„ragi:gter 

of properties of cultural heritage value or interest located in the municipality. 
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The municipal register is the official list or record of cultural heritage properties that have been identified 

as being important to the community and must include all properties in the municipality that are 

designated under Part IV (individual designation) and Part V (district designation) of the Ontario Heritage 

Act. As of 2005, the Ontario Heritage Act also allows municipalities to include on the municipal register 

properties of cultural heritage value that have not been designated. This is commonly known as "listing." 

Listing is a means to formally identify properties that may have cultural heritage value or interest to the 

community. It is an important tool in planning for their conservation and now provides a measure of 

interim protection. 

There is no legal obligation for municipalities to list properties on the register; however a comprehensive 

register of cultural heritage properties, including both designated and listed properties, has the following 

benefits as identified by the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport: 

1. The register recognizes properties of cultural heritage value in the community. 

2. The register promotes knowledge and enhances an understanding of the community's cultural 

heritage. 

3. The register is a planning document that should be consulted by municipal decision makers when 

reviewing development proposals or permit applications. The register provides easily accessible 

information about cultural heritage properties for land-use planners, property owners, developers, 

the tourism industry, educators and the general public. 

4. The register provides interim protection for listed property. 

Interim protection for listed properties 

Changes to Ontario's Building Code Act, which took effect January 1, 2006, brought new, accelerated 

building permit review timeframes. These include, for example, 10 days for a house and 20 days for a large 

building. 

Building permit review timeframes allow municipalities and municipal heritage committees little time to 

assess properties facing demolition or alteration that are potentially of cultural heritage value to the 

community. 

Amendments to the Ontario Heritage Act made in June 2006 address this issue. These changes now 

provide interim protection for listed properties. Owners of listed properties must give the council of the 

municipality at least 60 days notice of their intention to demolish or remove a building or structure on the 

property. 

This allows time for the municipality to decide whether to begin the designation process to give long term 

protection to the property. 
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COMMENTS  
Over the summer and fall of 2013 the Planning Department's summer student worked closely with the 

Heritage Newmarket Advisory Committee to complete the Register of Non-Designated properties in a 

comprehensive list. Due to the significant amount of information contained in the document, the file sizes 

are quite large. There are approximately 500 properties listed on the Register. Excerpts from the 

document are found in appendix A and the entire document (in three parts) has been provided to Council 

members directly on a DVD. The documents will be posted on the website and upon request at the 

Planning Counter for the public. 

Public Consultation  
While public consultation is not a requirement of including a property on the Municipal Register it is 

appropriate to hold a Public Information Centre to provide information proactively to the effected 

property owners. It is proposed that staff, in concert with the Heritage Newmarket Advisory Committee 

organize the Public Information Centre prior to the list being brought before council. This will provide an 

opportunity for those property owners to attend and ask questions about the Register and processes prior 

to the list appearing on a Council agenda. 

Owners of property on the list will be provided notice of the Public Information Centre along with a copy 

of this report. 

This letter will outline for the property owner that inclusion on the Register will not require any special 

permission for renovations, additions or alterations of building(s), and would proceed through the normal 

and usual process for building permit. However, plans for demolition or removal of a building(s) on the list 

will require notification be given to the Town 60 days prior to commencement of work. This will afford the 

municipality an opportunity to fully designate the property, if desired, or photo document the property 

prior to demolition. 

BUSINESS PLAN AND STRATEGIC PLAN LINKAGES  
The inclusion of important heritage properties on the Municipal Register of Heritage Properties would 

assist the Town is meeting its vision of being Well Balanced by celebrating our culture and heritage and 

ensuring Newmarket's rich built history is acknowledged and preserved. 

CONTACT 
For more information on this report, contact: Dave Ruggle, Senior Planner — Community Planning, at 905-

953-53i, ext 2454; druggle@newmarket.ca  

Director of Planning & Building Services Commissioner, Development 

anfl-icifrastructure Serve)s 
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