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Servicable Life? 

• We have heard Hollingsworth is near the end of 
its servicable life.

• What exactly does that mean? 
– Extra operating expenses? 

– Extra capital cost expenditures? – Extra capital cost expenditures? 

– Is the building structurally unsound?

– Is it servicing the community’s needs today? 

– Are there any significant reasons why it will not be 
able to satisfy community needs going forward? 

• How is end of servicable life determined? 



Newmarket Arenas

• 16% of our ice surfaces are in a single 

surface facility

• Less than 20% of our arenas are more 

than 30 years oldthan 30 years old

• Our ice surfaces are utilized 85% during 

prime time.



Toronto Arenas

• 82% of Toronto’s arenas have only one ice 
surface

• Only 6% (3 of the 49 arenas) are newer 
than Hollingsworth. than Hollingsworth. 

• In fact, 23 Toronto arenas were built prior 
to 1960 – almost half of their assets - are 
at least 55 years old and still in active use 
today.

• Toronto’s target is 75% utilization



Some Toronto Arenas

Lambton Arena - 1951

Pine Point Arena - 1957

Weston Lions Arena - 1957



Complete list 

of 

Toronto Arenas

All in active use today

20% of Toronto’s arenas were 

built as part of Canada’s built as part of Canada’s 

Centennial celebration



What is the true cost?

• The operating costs of maintaining an ice 
surface is relatively the same regardless of the 
number of ice pads in a facility; the capital costs 
are greater for a single surface facility but once 
spent, they become a sunk cost with no ongoing 
exposureexposure

• The operating costs of maintaining an arena are 
relatively the same – per square foot -
regardless the number of ice surfaces.

• Declaring Hollingsworth surplus only shifts the 
operating costs and adds to our capital 
expenditures with minimal benefit to community



Recommendations

• Fully explore the alternative of maintaining 
Hollingsworth because I don’t believe (and 
Toronto’s experience seems to support this 
belief) it is near the end of its service life. 

• Seek out opportunities to maximize the off • Seek out opportunities to maximize the off 
season usage of Hollingsworth to further offset  
ongoing operating costs

• Continue to explore a partnership with Pickering 
College as we need more recreational facilities –
not less – and sharing the cost is a good 
strategy
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