
Site Plan Approval Process

Ted Horton, Planner
Linda Traviss, Senior Planner, Development



Overview

• What is Site Plan Approval (SPA)?

• Site Plan Approval Process

• Role of Accessibility Advisory Committee

• Technical review process

• Your decisions

• Questions and conclusion



What is SPA?

• Planning Act S. 41

• Tool to review and control development

• Implement policies of the:

• Provincial Policy Statement (2014)

• Official Plan 

• Zoning By-law



What is SPA?
Town of Newmarket
• Town of Newmarket Official Plan
• Urban Centres Secondary Plan
• The applicable Zoning By-law(s) 
• Engineering Design Standards
• Streetscape Master Plan
• Water/Wastewater Master Plan
• Stormwater Master Plan
• Tree Policy
• Parkland Dedication By-law
• Development Charges By-law
• Traffic By-law
• Noise By-law

Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority 
• South Georgian Bay Lake Simcoe Source 

Protection Plan
• Lake Simcoe Protection Plan
• LSCRA Ecological Offsetting Plan
• Watershed Development Guidelines

Regional Municipality of York
• York Region Official Plan
• Site Plan Submission Requirements

Utilities and Service Providers
• Bell Canada Building and Conduit 

Requirements
• Canada Post Standards for Builders and 

Developers
Ministry of Transportation
• Policies and Standards for Impacts on the 

Provincial Transportation System
• Ontario Traffic Manuals

Provincial Legislation
• Ontario Building Code
• Accessibility for Ontarians with 

Disabilities Act



SPA Process
• Site Plan Approval Process Manual

• Types of development (Exempt, Quick, Routine)





Technical Review Process
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Role of AAC
Duties of committee

(4) The committee shall,

(a) advise the council about the requirements and 
implementation of accessibility standards and the 
preparation of accessibility reports and such other 
matters for which the council may seek its advice 
under subsection (5);

(b) review in a timely manner the site plans and 
drawings described in section 41 of the Planning Act 
that the committee selects; and

(c) perform all other functions that are specified in 
the regulations.



Role of AAC



• Example files

Industrial buildings

Residential buildings

Commercial buildings

Gas stations

Parking lots

Motor vehicle repair

https://tonfileshare.newmarket.ca/share.cgi?ssid=0Mz87FQ
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Conclusion
• What is Site Plan Approval (SPA)?

• Site Plan Approval Process

• Role of Accessibility Advisory Committee

• Technical review process

• Your decisions

• What kinds of development will you review?

• What kinds of plans do you want?

• How will you review them as a Committee?



Your decisions
• What kinds of development will you review?

Multi-unit 
residential

Industrial Commercial Public projects

• How will you review them as a Committee?

• What kinds of plans do you want?

Site plans Landscape 
plans

All plans

In your 
meeting

By email Other



Questions?

Ted Horton, Planner
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