








Over 50 Trees have been removed by Builders on Park 
Avenue, Beechwood, Woodmount, Avenue Road, 
Sherwood Court…without requiring an approval!

• Builders know the loophole that I requested to be changed over 3 years ago: prior to an 
application; demolition or building, builders can clear cut trees WITHOUT approval or payment 
then when the application is submitted they are ask for a Tree Preservation Plan

• 181 Beechwood: I warned Council and Planning in November 2016 of the career Builder that 
bought the Boyd property then 12 trees including the Largest Sugar Maple in the neighbourhood
were removed.

• Planning then accepted cash for the removal of 8 more trees including the oldest Tamarac/Larch, 
oldest Cheery and 2 more 100+ year old Sugar Maples which enable the Builder to max out the 
lot coverage of the house being built.  How much was paid?  Trees should be planted NOT cash!

• How many more trees are going to be removed for the 5400 sq ft proposed house on the West 
Lot?

• How many trees are coming down at 258 Park Avenue?  How much cash is Planning ask for?
• Planning Dept was asked to review each application for this area as a whole not as a Lot however 

they continue to accept cash at the expense of the Heritage Trees that make up this Historic 
neighbourhood!



Quality of trees – where are the Oaks, Sugar Maples, 
Beech?  Poor quality outside of Heritage area and Town 
planted trees; Cherry/Ash…are not what is needed



Tree canopy coverage does not take into consideration 
that many trees have structural issues and/or are 
diseased without younger trees to replace them

Cytospora fungus canker is 
damaging Sugar Maples

Beech scale and bark disease 
are wiping out Beeches

Many older trees have 
Structural issues and may 
be lost due to wind/ice 







• Newmarket has the lowest Tree coverage, lowest population of Large 
Trees and the only Town in the GTA without a Tree Removal Bylaw

• Severe lack of quality trees 40-75 years old to replace the Heritage 
trees that are being destroyed and are dying off





Recommendations
1. Finally get a Tree Removal bylaw in place with hefty fines for any removal without a Permit.
2. Reduce Minimum caliper size to protect as many young trees as possible
3. Planning to consider Heritage area as exactly that vs a Lot: 185 Beechwood – 8 Heritage Trees could 

have been saved by moving the house forward and telling the career Builder that he would have to 
build a house less than the 35% Lot coverage.

4. Stop the practice of Planning accepting cash and use the cash to plant trees!
5. Establish a Permit Fee that fund trees being planted (possibly on Private land).
6. Start planting Larger trees that add more value: hardwood Maples, Oaks...
7. Start planting better quality trees on Town property.
8. Tax Rebate for residents that plant trees on their own property.
9. Inventory of Heritage Trees should have been done already.  Trees are a critical asset however there 

is no care: pruning, fertilizing, aerating
10. Town Arborist should be able to enforce the Tree Preservation Plan and assess corrective 

treatments: aerating, fertilizing…
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