
 
Town of Newmarket 
395 Mulock Drive P.O. Box 328, 
Newmarket, Ontario, L3Y 4X7 

 
 
Email: info@newmarket.ca | Website: newmarket.ca | Phone: 905-895-5193 

Proposed Schedule for the Committee of the Whole Meeting 
on November 27, 2017 

 
Note:  This schedule is subject to change. 
 There is no public hearing matter scheduled for Monday, November 27, 2017. 
 
9:00 AM - Committee of the Whole begins and will include the following items: 
 

• Additions and Corrections 

• Declarations of Pecuniary Interest 

• Items 1 & 23 - Central York Fire Headquarters Station 4-5 Presentation & Report  

• Items 2 & 33 - Viva/York Region Rapid Transit Presentation regarding Yonge 
Street and Davis Drive Rapidway Construction/Updates 

• Items 3 & 24 - Newmarket Public Library Annual Report & Presentation  

• Items 4, 6, 34, 35 & 44 - Approval of the 2018 Operating & Capital Budgets – 
Presentation & Report 

At approximately 11:00 AM: 
 

• Items 30 to 32 - Closed Session 
 

The Committee of the Whole will recess from approximately 12:00 PM until 1:15 PM. 
 
1:30 PM - Committee of the Whole will resume and will include the following items: 
 

• Items 5, 40, 41 & 42 - Deputations 

• Items 7 to 29; 36 to 39; & 43 - Consent items 

• Action Items 

• Reports by Regional Representatives 

• Notices of Motion 

• Motions 

• New Business 

• Adjournment  



Committee of the Whole 
Monday, November 27, 2017 at 9:00 AM 
Council Chambers 

Addendum Items Included 
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Note: Please note change in the start time of the meeting. The Committee of the 
Whole will recess at +/- 12:00 PM and will reconvene at 1:30 PM. 

Additions & Corrections to the Agenda 

Note: Additional items to this Agenda are shown under the Addendum header. 

Declarations & Pecuniary Interest 

Presentation & Recognitions 

1. Central York Fire Services Headquarters Station 4-5 Presentation
Mr. Paul McIntosh and Mr. Chris Kubbinga, Thomas Brown Architects, will be
in attendance to present on the matter

Note: This item is related to Item 23. Presentation to be distributed at the
meeting.

2. Update: Rapid Transit Projects
Ms. Liza Sheppard, Director, Bus Rapid Transit Program, YRRTC; Mr.
Christopher Scott, Manager of Infrastructure - Bus Rapid Transit , YRRTC; and
Ms. Sophia Bittar, Community Liaison, YRRTC will be in attendance to present
on this matter.

Note: Presentation to be distributed when available.

3. Newmarket Public Library Annual Report
Mr. Todd Kyle, CEO Newmarket Public Library will be in attendance to present
on this matter.

Note: This presentation is related to Item 24.

Pg. 1



Committee of the Whole Agenda | Monday, November 27, 2017 Page 2 of 14 

4. Approval of the 2018 Operating and Capital Budgets Presentation
Mr. Mike Mayes, Director of Financial Services/Treasurer will be in attendance
to present on this matter.

Note: This presentation is related to Item 6. Presentation to be distributed
when available.

Deputations 

5. Deputation regarding Servicing Allocation (680 Gorham Street)
Mr. Edmund Daniels, Maple Lane Lands & Development Co. Ltd.

Note: This deputation is related to Item 14.

Consent Items 

6. Approval of the 2018 Operating and Capital Budgets
Financial Services
November 27, 2017

Note: Report to be distributed when available.

7. Stormwater Rates
Financial Services
September 1, 2017

1. That Corporate Services Report-Financial Services – 2017-40 dated
September 1, 2017 regarding 2018 Stormwater Rates be received and
the following recommendations be adopted:

a. That the attached Schedule “A”, being the Town of Newmarket
2018 Stormwater Rates, be approved and adopted by By-law;
and,

b. That the Stormwater Rates adjustments come into full force and
effect as of January 1, 2018.

Pg. 17
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8. 2018 Water and Wastewater Rates
Financial Services

1. That Corporate Services Report-Financial Services 2017-41 dated
September 1, 2017 regarding 2018 Water and Wastewater Rates be
received and the following recommendations be adopted:

a. That the attached Schedule “A”, being the Town of Newmarket
Water and Wastewater Rates, be approved and adopted by By-
law; and.

b. That the Water and Wastewater Rates adjustments come into full
force and effect as of January 1, 2018.

9. User Fees and Charges – Planning Act Fees
Financial Services/Planning and Building Services
November 8, 2017

1. That Joint Development & Infrastructure Services – Planning & Building
Services and Corporate Services Report – Financial Services 2017-54
dated November 8, 2017 regarding 2018 User Fees and Charges –
Planning Act Fees be received and the following recommendations be
adopted:

a. That the attached Schedule “A”, being the Town of Newmarket
2018 Planning Application Fees Schedule, be approved and
adopted by by-law;

b. And that the fee adjustments come into full force and effect as of
January 1, 2018.

10. 2018 User Fees and Charges – Fire Services
Financial Services/Fire Chief

1. That Joint Central York Fire Services and Corporate Services Report –
Financial Services 2017-55 dated November 8, 2017 regarding 2018
User Fees and Charges – Fire Services be received and the following
recommendations be adopted:

a. That the attached Schedule “A”, being the Town of Newmarket
2018 Fire  Services Fees Schedule, be approved and adopted by
by-law;

Pg. 24
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b. And that the fee adjustments come into full force and effect
January 1, 2018.

11. 2018 User Fees and Charges - Licensing Fees
Financial Services/ Legislative Services
November 8, 2017

1. That Joint Corporate Services Report – Legislative Services and
Financial Services – 2017-52 dated November 8, 2017 regarding 2018
User Fees and Charges-Licensing Fees be received and the following
recommendations be adopted:

a. That the attached Schedule “A” marked as the “2018 Legislative
Services (Licensing) Fees & Charges” be approved and
forwarded to Council for final adoption by by-law; and,

b. That the fee adjustments come into full force and effect as of
January 1, 2018.

12. 2018 User Fees and Charges – General
Financial Services
November 8, 2017

1. That Corporate Services Report – Financial Services 2017-53 dated
November 8, 2017 regarding 2018 User Fees and Charges – General be
received and the following recommendations be adopted:

a. That the attached Schedules “A”, “B”, “C”, “D”, “E” and “F”
marked as the Town of Newmarket 2018 All Departments,
Corporate Services – Finance & Procurement & IT, Legal
Services, Public Works Services, Engineering Services and
Legislative Services - General Fees and Charges Schedules
respectively, be approved and adopted by by-law; and,

b. That the fee adjustments come into full force and effect as of
January 1, 2018.

13. 2018 User Fees and Charges – Overview
Financial Services
November 8, 2017

1. That Joint CAO, Commissioners and Corporate Services Report -
Financial Services – 2017-51 dated November 8, 2017 regarding 2018
User Fees and Charges - Overview be received for information
purposes.
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14. Servicing Allocation Update
Planning and Building Services
November 27, 2017

1. That Development & Infrastructure Services/Planning and Building
Services Report 2017-49 dated November 27, 2017 regarding the
servicing allocation update be received and the following
recommendations be adopted:

a. That Council maintain its current servicing allocation reserve of
1668 people; and,

b. That any consideration of granting servicing allocation be
determined at the next formal annual servicing allocation review,
anticipated in May 2018.

15. Permission to Submit a Minor Variance Application – 260 Eagle Street
Planning and Building Services
November 10, 2017

1. That Development and Infrastructure Services/Planning & Building
Services Report 2017-51 dated November 10, 2017 regarding 260
Eagle Street (File Number NP-A-17-13) submitted by 711371 Ontario
Corp., be received and that the following recommendation be adopted:

a. That whereas the Planning Act limits the ability to apply for a
minor variance for a 2 year period following approval of a Zoning
By-law Amendment, the owner shall, through a declaration of
resolution by Council be permitted to submit an application for
minor variance to seek an increased maximum building height
from 11.0m (3 storeys) to 12.0 metres (3 storeys).

16. Request to be removed from the Heritage Registry of Non-designated
Heritage Properties  -  770 Gorham Street and 171 Church Street
Planning and Building Services
November 27, 2017

1. That Development and Infrastructure Services/Planning and Building
Services Report 2017-52 dated November 27, 2017 regarding two
requests from Property owners to have their properties be removed
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from the Town’s listing of Non-designated Heritage Properties be 
received and the following recommendations be adopted:   

a. That Council direct staff to:

i. Remove 770 Gorham Street from the Municipal Register
of Non-Designated Properties; and,

ii. Begin a process of Heritage Designation under the
Ontario Heritage Act for the property Municipally known as
171 Church Street, Newmarket for its cultural heritage
value and interest; and,

b. That Emily Lamont, 171 Church Street and Ehsan Velayati, 770
Gorham Street be notified of this action.

17. Use of Corporate Resources During an Election Period Policy and
Changes to the Election Process
Legislative Services

Note: Revised Memorandum and Policy to be distributed with the addendum
agenda.

18. Proposed Noise By-law
Legislative Services
November 9, 2017

1. That Corporate Services – Legislative Services Report 2017-27 dated
November 27, 2017 regarding Proposed Noise By-law be received; and,

2. That  Council repeal current Noise By-law 2004-94, as amended; and,

3. That Council enact the new draft Noise By-law attached as Appendix A;
and,

4. That Council approve the amendments to the 2018 Fees and Charges By-
law to reflect revised fees related to the Noise By-law, attached as
Appendix B.

Pg. 95
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19. Revisions to Sign By-law and Standalone Election Sign By-law
Legislative Services
November 27, 2017

1. That the Corporate Services - Legislative Services Report - 2017-25
entitled “Revisions to Sign By-law and standalone Election Sign By-law” be
received; and,

2. That Council repeal By-law 2016-28; and,

3. That Council enact the draft Sign By-law attached as Appendix A; and,

4. That Council enact the draft Election Sign By-law attached as Appendix
B.

20. Procedure By-Law Update and Draft Electronic Participation in Meetings
Policy
Legislative Services
November 27, 2017

1. That the Corporate Services – Legislative Services Report - 2017-26
entitled “Procedure By-Law Update and Draft Electronic Participation in
Meetings Policy” be received; and,

2. That Council adopt the amendments to the Procedure By-law attached as
Appendix A with an effective date of January 1, 2018; and,

3. That Council approve the Electronic Participation in Meetings Policy
attached as Appendix B, with an effective date of January 1, 2018; and,

4. That the Town Clerk be authorized to administer the Electronic
Participation in Meetings Policy and develop the necessary Procedures to
implement the Policy, as required; and,

5. That Council permit the Accessibility Advisory Committee to participate
using the Electronic Participation in Meetings Policy effective January 1,
2018 for a trial period of one year; and,

6. That staff be directed to report back in 2019 with a review of the Electronic
Participation in Meetings Policy.

Pg. 120
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21. VivaNext Bus Rapid Transit Y3.2 Yonge Street (Noise By-law Exemption)
Legislative Services

1. That Corporate Services – Legislative Services Report 2017-24 dated
November 6, 2017, regarding vivaNext Bus Rapid Transit Y3.2 Yonge
Street Project Request for Exemption from the Noise By-law be
received and the following recommendations be adopted:

a. That the request from RapidLINK for a noise exemption to
perform necessary works for the vivaNext Bus Rapid Transit
Y3.2  project between the hours of 9:00 pm to 7:00 am from
December 5, 2017 until December 31, 2018, be approved;
excluding the following:

Year 2017 Year 2018 
December 25, 2017 (Christmas 
Day) 

January 1, 2018 (New Year’s Day) 

December 26, 2017 (Boxing 
Day) 

December 25, 2018 (Christmas Day) 

December 26, 2018 (Boxing Day) 

b. That this approval is subject to ongoing staff supervision and
community impact assessment and revocation if community
impact is deemed excessive by staff or Council.

22. Amendment to Procurement By-law 2014-27
Procurement Services
November 27, 2017

Note:  Report to be distributed with addendum agenda.

23. Central York Fire Services Headquarters Station 4-5 (Extract and Report)
Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services, Town of Aurora
November 14, 2017

Note: This item is related to Item 1.

1. That the report entitled “Central York Fire Services Headquarters
Station 4-5” and related extract be received.

Pg. 189
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24. Newmarket Public Library Report to the Community: 2016-2017
Newmarket Public Library
November 27, 2017

Note: This item is related to Item 3.

1. That the report entitled “Newmarket Public Library Report to the
Community: 2016-2017” be received.

25. Central York Fire Services – Joint Council Committee meeting Minutes of
September 26, 2017 and October 25, 2017

1. That the Central York Fire Services- Joint Council Committee meeting
minutes of September 26 and October 25, 2017 be received.

26. Newmarket Downtown Development Committee Meeting Minutes of June
30, 2017

1. That the Newmarket Downtown Development Committee meeting
minutes of June 30, 2017 be received.

27. Heritage Newmarket Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes of October 17,
2017

1. That the Heritage Newmarket Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes of
October 17, 2017 be received.

28. Proclamation Request – December 1, 2018 – World AIDS Day

1. That the proclamation request be received; and,

2. That the Town of Newmarket proclaim December 1, 2017 as World
AIDS Day; and,

3. That the proclamation be advertised on the Town Page and on the
Town’s website.

29. Outstanding Matters List

1. That the list of outstanding matters be received.
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Action Items 

Reports by Regional Representatives 

Notices of Motions 

Motions 

New Business 

Closed Session (+/- 11:00 AM) 

30. Development and Infrastructure Services -Planning and Building Services
Closed Session Report 2017-50 regarding a property in Ward 3.

[Proposed acquisition or disposition of land by the Municipality, as per Section
239(2) (c) of the Municipal Act, 2001.]

31. Verbal Update regarding a property in Ward 5 (178-194 Main Street South)

[Litigation or potential litigation including matters before administrative tribunals
affecting the municipality as per Section 239 (2) (e) of the Municipal Act, 2001.]

32. Market Review Update (Verbal update, if required)

[Labour relations or employee negotiations as per Section 239 (2) (d) of the
Municipal Act, 2001.]

Public Hearing Matters 

Addendum 

33. Update: Rapid Transit Projects Presentation

Note: This item is related to Item 2.

Pg. 237
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34. Approval of the 2018 Operating and Capital Budgets Presentation

Note: This item relates to Item 4.

35. Approval of the 2018 Operating and Capital Budgets

Note: This item relates to Item 6.

1. That Joint CAO/Commissioners and Corporate Services Report - Financial
Services 2017-61 dated November 21, 2017 regarding Approval of the
2018 Operating and Capital Budgets be received and the following
recommendations be adopted:

a. That  the proposed 2018 Operating Budget with expenditures of
$127,927,654  be approved, which is comprised of the following
components:

i. $63,446,921 for the Town portion, which includes an additional
$331,892 for asset replacement funding;

ii. $30,000 for the Newmarket Business Improvement Area (BIA);

iii. $4,050,823 for the Library portion;

iiii. $16,762,672 for Central York Fire Services (Newmarket’s
share) which includes an additional $249,600 for asset
replacement funding;

v. $39,248,453 for the Water and Wastewater Rate Groups which
includes an additional $680,557 for asset replacement funding;

vi. $1,852,084 for the Stormwater Management Rate Group which
includes a reduction of $642,488 for asset replacement funding;

vii. $2,536,701 for the Building Permit Rate Group;

b. And that the proposed 2018 Capital Budget with new expenditures
of $25,933,120 be approved subject to the following conditions:

That Council provides separate approval for expenditures on the following 
projects after consideration of additional reports: 

i. Heritage Conservation District update (project #26)

ii. Fernbank Farmhouse maintenance (project #47)

iii. Outdoor Train (project #56)

Pg. 252
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c. And that the proposed 2018 Operating and Capital Budgets be
forwarded to the Council meeting of December 4, 2017 for final
approval.

36. Use of Corporate Resources during an Election Period Policy and Updates
to the Election Process Report and Memorandums
Legislative Services
November 6, 2017

Note: On November 13, 2017 Council requested further amendments to the
enclosed Policy.

The attached Memorandum #2 provides Council with information regarding the
additional amendments to the Policy.

1. That Corporate Services – Legislative Services Report 2017-19 dated
October 16, 2107 entitled “Use of Corporate Resources During an Election
Year and Updates to the Election Process” be received; and,

2. That the Memorandum dated November 6, 2017 regarding revisions to the
“Use of Corporate Resources in an Election Year Policy” be received; and,

3. That the Memorandum #2 dated November 27, 2017 regarding revisions
to the “Use of Corporate Resources & Election Campaign Activities Policy”
be received; and,

4. That Council adopt the enclosed Use of Corporate Resources & Election
Campaign Activities Policy.

37. Revisions to Sign By-law and Standalone Election Sign By-law
Legislative Services
November 27, 2017

Note: Recommendations in bold are new and relate to Item 19

1. That the Corporate Services - Legislative Services Report - 2017-25
entitled “Revisions to Sign By-law and standalone Election Sign By-law” be
received; and,

2. That the memorandum dated November 27, 2017 entitled “External
Legal Review of the standalone Election Sign By-law” be received;
and,

3. That Council repeal By-law 2016-28; and,

Pg. 287
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4. That Council enact the draft Sign By-law attached as Appendix A; and,

5. That Council enact the revised draft Election Sign By-law attached as
revised Appendix B.

38. Amendment to Procurement By-law 2014-27
Procurement Services
November 27, 2017

Note: This item is related to Item 22.

1. That Corporate Services – Procurement Services report dated November
27, 2017 entitled “Amendment to Procurement By-law 2014-27” be
received; and,

2. That the Sole or Single Source threshold amount in Table 5 Schedule “D”
Thresholds of the Procurement By-law 2014-27 for the C.A.O. be
increased from a range of $25,000.01 to $49,999.99, to a range of
$25,000.01 to $99,999.99; and,

3. That the Sole or Single Source threshold amount in Table 5 Schedule “D”
Thresholds of the Procurement By-law 2014-27 for Council be increased
from $50,000 and over, to $100,000 and over; and,

4. That Council adopt the amendments to the Procurement By-law 2014-27
attached to this report as Appendix B.

39. Water Digitization Project
Information Technology/Public Works Services
November 27, 2017

1. That Joint Corporate Services - Information Technology/ Development
& Infrastructure Services - Public Works Services Report  2017-57
dated November 27, 2017 entitled “ Water Digitization Project” be
received and the following recommendations be adopted:

a. That Infomax Technologies be awarded the contract for the Water
Digitization Project in the amount of $64,300 plus annual operating
costs of $14,880 for a term of up to four years (to 2021), in
accordance with the single source provisions of the Town’s
Procurement By-law 2014-27; and,

b. That the Director, Public Works Services and the Manager,
Procurement Services be authorized to execute the agreement.

Pg. 317
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40. Deputation regarding Servicing Allocation (260 Eagle Street)
Mr. Brad Rogers, Groundswell Urban Planners and Mr. Stephen Meyer, Oxford
Homes

Note: This deputation is related to Item 14.

41. Deputation regarding Servicing Allocation (King George School)
Mr. Brad Rogers, Groundswell Urban Planners Inc. on behalf of 400 Park Avenue
Inc.

Note: This deputation is related  to Item 14.

42. Deputation regarding Servicing Allocation (Sundial Homes)
Mr. Chris Matson, Matson McConnell Ltd.

Note: This deputation is related to Item 14.

43. Proclamation Request – February 1 to February 7, 2018 – Eating Disorder
Awareness Month (EDAW)

1. That the proclamation request be received; and,

2. That the Town of Newmarket proclaim February 1 to February 7, 2018
as Eating Disorder Awareness Month; and,

3. That the proclamation be advertised on the Town Page and on the
Town’s website.

44. Approval of the 2018 Operating and Capital Budgets Report – Appendix C

Note: This is related to Items 6 and 35. Appendix C to be distributed when
available.

Adjournment 
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Deputation and Further Notice Request Form 

Please complete this form to speak at a meeting of Town Council or Committee of the Whole or to receive 
further notification regarding an item on the agenda. If filling out by hand please print clearly. 

Please email to clerks@newmarket.ca, fax to 905-953-5100 or mail or drop off at Legislative Services 
Department, Town of Newmarket Municipal Offices, 395 Mulock Drive, PO Box 328, STN Main, L3Y 4X7 

Name: 
Edmund Daniel 

Organization / Group/ Business represented: 

Maple Lane Lands & Development Co. Ltd. 
Address:

3565 King Rd., Suite 109, King City, ON 

Daytime Phone No: 

Email: 
maple.lane@rogers.com 
Is this an item on the Agenda? Iii Yes DNo 

Postal Code: 
L? B 

Home Phone: 
 
Date of Meeting: 

Nov.27,2017 

1M3 

D I request future notification of meetings 
Agenda Item No: 14
Iii I wish to address Council / Committee 

Describe in detail the reason for the deputation and what action you will be asking Council/Committee to take 
(if applicable): 

This is a plea to Council to grant 4 units of Servicing Allocations for the proposed 4-plex at 680 Gorham Street, forthwith. 
In a Site Plan Review Committee meeting on Oct. 23, 2017, Council granted approval in principle for a site plan application for this 
project. In the same meeting the applicant agreed with Council to proceed full speed so that construction work could begin on the 
project in the spring of 2018, assuming that, with Council approval in principle, Servicing Allocations would be granted automatically. 
However, such allocations are not available automatically. Under the present process, a Servicing Allocation application would be 
submitted for evaluation and prioritization, and would be presented to Council among other such applications in May of 2018. As it is not 
reasonable for us to proceed with the project without being certain of having water and sanitary sewer services, we would thus be stalled 
until at least May of 2018. 
We are therefore asking Council to grant us these 4 units of allocation, now. 

Do you wish to provide a written or electronic communication or background information D Yes [j] No 
Please submit all materials at least 5 days before the meeting. 

Deputation Guidelines: 
• Deputations related to items on the agenda can be accommodated up to and including the meeting

day;
• Deputations related to items not on the agenda may be scheduled within sixty (60) days of receipt

of this form;
• Deputations will not be heard on a matter decided upon by Council until ninety (90) days have

passed from the date of the matter's disposition by Council;
• Deputations are limited to 5 minutes.

Be advised that all Council and Committee of the Whole meetings are audio-video recorded and live streamed online. If 
you make a presentation to Council or Committee of the Whole, your presentation becomes part of the public record and 
you will be listed as a presenter in the minutes of the meeting. We post our minutes online, so the listing of your name in 
connection with the agenda item may be indexed by search engines like Google. 

Personal information on this form will be used for the purposes of sending correspondence relating to matters before 
Council. Your name, address, comments, and any other personal information, is collected and maintained for the purpose 
of creating a record that is available to the general public in a hard copy format and on the internet in an electronic format 
pursuant to Section 27 of the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, R.S.O. 1990, c.M.56, as 
amended. Questions about this collection should be directed to the Director of Legislative Services/Town Clerk, Town of 
Newmarket, 395 Mu lock Drive, P .0. Box 328, STN Main, Newmarket, ON L3Y 4X7; Telephone 905 895-5193 Ext. 2211 
Fax 905-953-5100 
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TOWN OF NEWMARKET 
395 Mulock Drive www.newmarket.ca 
P.O. Box 328 info@newmarket.ca 
Newmarket, ON   L3Y 4X7 905.895.5193 

 

 

 
 
 
November 27, 2017 
 

CORPORATE SERVICES – LEGISLATIVE SERVICES REPORT 2017-27 
 
 
TO: Committee of the Whole 
 
SUBJECT: Proposed Noise By-law 
 
ORIGIN: Legislative Services 
 Lesley Long, Supervisor of By-law Enforcement 
  
 
Recommendations 
 
1. That Corporate Services – Legislative Services Report 2017-27 dated November 27, 2017 

regarding Proposed Noise By-law be received; and, 
 
2. That  Council repeal current Noise By-law 2004-94, as amended; and, 

 
3. That Council enact the new draft Noise By-law attached as Appendix A; and, 

 
4. That Council approve the amendments to the 2018 Fees and Charges By-law to reflect 

revised fees related to the Noise By-law, attached as Appendix B. 
 
Purpose 
The purpose of this report is to obtain Council approval with regards to adopting a new Noise By-
law. 
 
 
Background  
The Municipal Act authorizes the Town to adopt a by-law for the purposes of regulating noise in 
Newmarket.  The Town’s current By-law has been in place since 2004, and requires updates to 
respond to issues arising from the administration and enforcement of the By-law, as well as to 
respond to community concerns.   
 
In 2015, staff conducted an online and in person survey (at the Farmers Market).  Further 
information on the results of the survey are provided later in this report.  In general, the survey 
results indicated that overall residents that participated had no major noise concerns.  
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Summary of Amendments to the draft Noise By-law 
The amendments to the draft Noise By-law attached as Appendix A have been categorized into 
two themes.   
 

1. Amendments to enhance administration and enforcement: 
 

• Adding and revising definitions to provide additional clarity. 
Many definitions were either revised or added to ensure that the intent of the regulations 
is clear within the By-law.  As an example, the Town has been responding to complaints 
regarding noise caused by construction from infill housing, and has subsequently added 
a definition for “infill housing”. 
 

• Updating penalties for not complying with the By-law, in accordance with the 
offence provisions of the Municipal Act. 
Sections 7 to 11 in the enclosed draft By-law have been included in the By-law as these 
are considered to be the Town’s standard enforcement sections, which ensure that staff 
have the ability to investigate and initiate legal proceedings, if required. 
 

• Removing regulations that are already exist in other By-laws. 
Regulations such as noise from a vehicle’s engine, is currently regulated under the 
Town’s Idling By-law.  This By-law is effective in restricting the length of time for which a 
vehicle can be idling, and staff do not believe that additional regulations are required. 
 

• Streamlining the noise exemption process.   
Currently all exemptions require Council approval. The new draft Noise By-law has 
categorized exemption process into two categories 1) permits to emit noise for less than 
six months; and, 2) permits to emit noise for over six months.  The By-law authorizes 
staff to issue permits for up to six months, and anything longer than that period will 
continue to require Council approval.  Applicants that wish to obtain a permit must apply 
using the prescribed form and submit it to staff in accordance with the established 
timeframes along with the prescribed application fee.   
 
The By-law will allow staff to approve exemptions for events such as, weddings, and for 
construction projects. 
 
The Mayor, Deputy Mayor & Regional Councillor, and the applicable Ward Councillor 
will have an opportunity to review the application once it is received by staff.   
 
With regards to the appeals process for applications which are 6 months or less the 
applicant can appeal to Council if Town staff deny their application, this means that a 
third party cannot appeal an application either approved or denied by the Town. 
 
Municipalities such as Markham, Toronto, London, and Barrie have adopted exemption 
processes similar to the above. 
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2. Amendments responding to community needs: 
 

• Adding a quiet zone. 
Newmarket is home to the Southlake Regional Health Centre and long term care 
facilities.  The individuals in these facilities can be considered a vulnerable population, 
and would benefit from additional “quiet zone” reqgulations.  As such, the By-law has 
included quiet zones to ensure that the communities’ needs are being met and 
addressed. 
 

• Permitting consumer fireworks to be discharged on specific days of the year 
without requiring a permit. 
Many municipalities in Canada do not require a permit for residents who discharge 
consumer fireworks on Victoria Day and Canada Day.  As another mechanism to align 
the community’s needs with the By-law, residents do not require a permit to discharge 
fireworks on these two holidays. 
 

• Allowing property owner’s to use a motor vehicle to clear snow from their private 
property roadways.   
The Town has received complaints with respect to motor vehicles being used to clear 
snow on private laneways and roads during the winter months.  As these areas are not 
subject to snow clearing operations by the Town, residents need a way to clear snow in 
and around their homes. 

 
Survey 
In 2015, a survey was conducted both online and in person at the Farmer’s Market.  Respondents 
were asked questions about noise in the Town, and their overall knowledge of the Town’s Noise 
By-law.  The results of this survey indicated that half of the respondents did not have any 
concerns with respect to noise in their neighbourhood. Of the 129 respondents, 86 individuals 
stated that they have never made a complaint to the Town with regards to noise problems; 
however, 80 individuals agreed that noise regulations in the areas around Southlake Regional 
Health Centre and long term care facilities should be developed and/or required change. 
 
Public Information Centre held on October 24, 2017 
A Public Information Centre (PIC) was held on October 24, 2017 to obtain feedback from the 
public on the new regulations related to new draft Noise by-law.  
 
There were concerns raised with respect to noise caused by train whistles.  Staff noted that train 
whistles are regulated through a separate Town By-law.  In addition to the Town’s By-law 
regulating train whistling, it should be noted that trains are federally regulated, and these statutes 
will precede any of the municipality’s by-laws. 
 
Council Workshop held on October 30, 2017 
Following the PIC, a Council Workshop was held on October 30, 2017, at which time Council 
Members were provided the opportunity to ask questions about the new draft Noise By-law.   
 

97



Proposed Noise By-law 
Legislative Services Report 2017-27 

 

Page 4 of 5 
 

At the Workshop there was discussion regarding the general prohibitions related to the use of 
vehicle radios, stereos, radio television, amplification devices, and any music producing sounds. 
Concerns regarding noise generated by wind chimes were also raised. 
 
Based on the concerns raised by Council at the Workshop, the sections related to general 
prohibitions regarding radios and amplification of music have been removed from section  3.3 (g) 
and (h). The general section 3.1 will allow complainant the opportunity to advise the Town on how 
the noise is disturbing the enjoyment and comfort of their property this will also allow for 
complaints regarding wind chimes. 
  
There were concerns regarding the complaint process for noise. Regional Prosecution Office has 
requested, for enforcement purposes, that the Town 1) develop a process to receive complaints 
related to noise concerns and 2) assume that the property owner is responsible for noise 
generated from their property.  Appendix C to this report shows a draft complainant form that 
must be submitted to the Town.   
 
Furthermore, it was suggested that with the new exemption process for applications under six 
months that an escalation clause (i.e. “bump up”) be added for the Mayor, Deputy Mayor & 
Regional Councillor, or the applicable Ward Councillor to have the application be considered on a 
Committee of the Whole or Council agenda, as the case may be a bump up clause has been 
included in the revised noise by-law. Where applications are requested to be bumped up, Council 
will become the approving authority.  
 
Conclusion 
Upon Council approval of the amended Noise By-law, staff will be updating the website to reflect 
the new procedure when submitting a noise compliant to the Town, and the process for applicants 
who wish to obtain a noise exemption permit. 
 
Business Plan and Strategic Plan Linkages 
This report relates to the “Well Equipped and Managed” link of the Town’s community vision 
implementing policy and processes that reflect sound, accountable governance. 
 
Consultation  
On October 24, 2017 a Public Information Centre was held to provide an overview of the key 
components of the draft Noise By-law and to provide an opportunity to receive public input. 
 
On October 30, 2017 a Council Workshop was held, which gave Members of Council an 
opportunity to ask questions regarding the proposed amendments to the draft Noise By-law 
presented by Town staff. 
 
This Noise By-law was prepared with input from the Legal, Regional Prosecutor’s Office  and 
Legislative Services. Information was also gathered from the City of Markham, City of Guelph, 
City of London, City of Kingston, City of Toronto, and the City of Brampton.  
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Appendix A – Draft Noise By-law 
 

      Corporation of the Town of Newmarket  
 

      By-law Number 2017-xx 
  

 

 
A By-law to Prohibit or regulate unusual Noises or Noises likely to disturb the 
Inhabitants of the Town of Newmarket. 
 
Whereas section 129 of the Municipal Act, 2001authorizes municipalities to pass 
by-laws to prohibit and regulate Noise;  
 
And whereas section 128 of the Municipal Act, 2001 authorizes a local 
municipality to prohibit and regulate matters that, in the opinion of Council, are 
or could be become public nuisance; 
 
And whereas section 391 of the Municipal Act, 2001 authorizes Council to pass 
by-laws imposing Fees and Charges on any class of person for services 
provided or done by or on behalf of it; and 
 
And whereas section 398 (1) of the Municipal Act, 2001 states that Fees and 
Charges imposed by a municipality on a Person constitutes a debt of the 
Person to the Town of Newmarket; and; 
 
And whereas section 429 (1) of the Municipal Act, 2001 provides that a 
municipality may establish a system of fines for an offence under a by-law 
passed under the Act. 
 
Therefore be it enacted by the Council of the Corporation of the Town of 
Newmarket as follows: 
 
1.0 Definitions 
 
“Applicant” means a Person applying for a Noise exemption under this by-law; 
 
“Appeals Committee” means the Appeals Committee established by the 
Town;   
 
“Council” means the Council of the Corporation of the Town of Newmarket; 
 
“Construction” includes erection, alteration, repair, dismantling, demolition, 
structural maintenance, painting, moving, land clearing, earth moving, grading, 
excavation, blasting and detonation of explosive devices other than fireworks, 
the laying of pipe and conduit whether above or below ground level, street and 
Highway building, concreting, equipment installation and alteration and the 
structural installation of Construction components and materials in any form or 
for any purpose, and includes any associated or related work; 
 
“Construction Equipment” means any equipment or device designed and 
intended for use in Construction or material handling, including but not limited 
to air compressors, pile drivers, pneumatic or hydraulic tools, bulldozers, 
tractors, excavators, trenchers, cranes, derricks, loaders, scrapers, pavers, 
generators, off-highway haulers, trucks, ditchers, compactors and rollers, pumps, 
concrete mixers, graders or other material handling equipment; 
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“Conveyance” includes a vehicle and any other device employed to transport a 
Person or Persons or goods from place to place but does not include any such 
device or vehicle if operated only with the Premises of a Person. 
 
“Dwelling” means a house, apartment, or other place of Residence; 
 
“Director” means the Director of Legislative Services and his or her designate 
or successor; 
 
“Emergency” means a situation or an impending situation, often dangerous, 
caused by the forces of nature, an accident, an intentional act or otherwise, 
which arises suddenly and calls for prompt action; 
 
“Emergency Vehicle” includes a land ambulance, an air ambulance, a fire 
department vehicle, a police vehicle, and a Motor Vehicle being used to 
respond to an emergency; 
 
"Event" an event open to the public, including a public fair, public exhibition, 
public celebration, public sporting event, public concert; or a school board event; 
or an event not open to the public or an event held at a private Residence; 
 
“Fees and Charges” means the General Fees and Charges By-law, as 
amended for the Legislative Services Department; 
 
“Highway” includes a common and public highway, street, avenue, parkway, 
driveway, square, place, bridge, viaduct or trestle designed and intended for , or 
used by, the general public for the passage of vehicles 
 
"Infill Housing" means a development that occurs on a single lot, or a 
consolidated number of small lots or sites that are vacant or underdeveloped; 
 
“Inhabitants” means one or more Persons who reside in the Town; 
 
“Motor Vehicle” includes an automobile, bus, truck, motorcycle, motor assisted 
bicycle and any other vehicle propelled or driven other than by muscular power, 
but does not include a motorized snow vehicle, traction engine, farm tractor, 
other farm vehicle or road-building machine; 
 
“Motorized Conveyance” includes a vehicle and any other device employed to 
transport a Person or Persons or goods from place to place, but does not 
include any such device or vehicle if operated only within the Premises of a 
Person or if propelled or driven only by muscular, gravitational or wind power; 
 
“Noise” means Sound that is of such a volume or nature that it is likely to 
disturb the Inhabitants of the Town;  
 
“Officer” means a Police Officer as defined under the Police Services Act, 
R.S.O. 1990, c. P15, as amended, an individual appointed by the Town as a 
Municipal Law Enforcement Officer pursuant to section 15 of the Police Services 
Act, as amended, or any other individual designated by the Town to enforce this 
By-law; 
 
“Outdoor Servicing Area” means any area on private property which is 
licensed to serve alcohol and is used by a business for the serving or 
consumption of food, beverages or refreshments which is not enclosed within a 
building structure or is exposed to the outdoors; 
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“Owner” means the Property Owner, authorized agent, lessee, or occupier of 
the Premises upon which the Noise is being located; 
 
“Patio” means an outdoor area that adjoins a Dwelling or business that is used 
for recreational use 
 
“Person” includes a corporation, organization, association, partnership and shall 
include the Owner of a property; 
 
“Premises” means a piece of land and any buildings and structures on it, and 
includes a place of business, a public Highway, private road, lane, pathway and 
sidewalk, and any other location or place; 
 
“Point of Reception” means any point on the Premises where Sound 
originating from other than those Premises is received; 
 
“Quiet Zone” means area within 100 m used as a hospital, retirement home, 
nursing home, senior citizens Residence, or other similar use and the distance 
will be measured from the point of origin. 
 
“Residence” means any property within the municipality which is zoned for 
residential uses by an applicable Zoning By-Law or which is used in whole or in 
part for human habitation. 
 
“Sound” the sensation produced by stimulation of the organs of hearing by 
vibrations transmitted through the air or other medium 
 
“Statutory Holiday” includes Boxing Day and any day within the definition of 
"holiday" in the Retail Business Holidays Act R.S.O. 1990, Ch. R.30, as 
amended, or any successor thereof; 
 
“Town” means the Corporation of the Town of Newmarket. 
 
“Zone” means the area of a defined land use in the Town Zoning By-law 
passed under the Planning Act, as amended, from time to time; 
 
“Zoning By-law” means a by-law passed under section 34 of the Planning Act 
that restricts the use of land. 
 
2.0 Administration 
 
2.1 Interpretation: 
 

(a) A word interpreted in the singular number has a corresponding 
meaning when used in the plural. 
 

(b) The imperial measurements found in this By-law in brackets are 
provided for information only and are intended to be an 
approximate conversion of the metric measurements. The metric or 
Standard International measurements shall be deemed to be the 
standards established by this By-law and, wherever there is a 
variance between the metric or SI measurements and the imperial 
measurements, the metric or SI measurements shall apply. 

 
2.2 This By-law shall be administered by the Director of Legislative Services. 
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3.0 General Prohibitions 
 
3.1 No Person shall make, cause or permit the emission of Noise, which 

Noise is audible at Point Of Reception which is likely to disturb the quiet, 
peace, rest, enjoyment, comfort or convenience of the Inhabitants of the 
Town. 

 
3.2 For the purposes of this By-law and without limiting the generality of the 

foregoing, the following Noises shall be deemed to be Noises likely to 
disturb any Person in the Town:  
 
(a) the operation of a Motor Vehicle in such a way that tires squeal; 

 
(b) the operation of any combustion engine or pneumatic device 

without an effective exhaust or intake muffling device in constant 
operation; 
 

(c) the operation of a vehicle or a vehicle with a trailer resulting in 
banging, clanking, squealing or other like Noises; 
 

(d) the use of a horn, whistle, alarm, bell, gong or the like, except for 
an auditory safety or warning device or chimes used in association 
with a religious establishment; 
 

(e) the operation of an air conditioner, pool pump or filter, heat pump or 
the like that is not in proper working order; 
 

(f) the Noise or Sound caused by a burglar alarm or similar security 
device which is permitted to continue for more than ten (10) 
minutes where there is not an Emergency, breach of the peace or 
similar incident;  
 

(g) the operation of a vehicle radio, stereo or the like; 
 

(h) the operation of a radio, television, stereo or other electronic device 
including any amplification device or any musical or other Sound 
producing instrument; or 
 

(i) the operation of roof top units that is not in proper working order. 
 
4.0 Hours of Operation By Time and Area 

   
4.1 No Person shall make or permit the emission of Sound resulting from any 

act listed in the Schedule A if clearly audible at a Point Of Reception 
located in a prescribed area of the municipality within a prohibited time 
shown for such an area. 

 
5.0 Exemptions 
 
5.1 This By-law does not apply to Sound emitted or caused or permitted in 

connection with: 
 
(a) a matter of public necessity or public Emergency;  

 
(b) Measures undertaken by the Town, its servants, employees, 

contractors or agents to carrying out Town operations or to 
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operate, maintain or install municipally-owned infrastructure, 
facilities or the like, or to deliver municipal services; 

 
(c) a vehicle of the York Region Police Service, provincial or federal 

police, Central York Fire Services, or York Region Paramedics 
Services, while in performance of their duty; 

 
(d) the operation of machines and equipment by or on behalf of the 

Town, including but not limited to snow removal equipment, road 
cleaning equipment, grass cutting or field maintenance equipment, 
tree and shrub pruning and mulching equipment, painting machines 
for crosswalks and Highways; 

 
(e) the collection or disposal of garbage, waste or recyclable material 

by or on behalf of the Town; 
 
(f) signalling devices utilized as traffic and pedestrian control devices 

at intersections and crosswalks; 
 
(g) the operation of equipment in conjunction with Town Construction 

projects, Town general maintenance projects, and Town 
Emergency maintenance projects; 

 
(h) necessary municipal work and Emergency work that cannot be 

performed during regular business hours; 
 
(i) the discharge of consumer fireworks, display fireworks or 

pyrotechnic special effects fireworks if such discharge complies 
with the Town’s Fireworks By-law; 

 
(j) bells, chimes, carillons or clocks associated with religious or public 

buildings or uses; 
 
(k) activities from industrial uses located in lands zoned for industrial 

use if Sound is in accordance with the terms and conditions of a 
valid Certificate of Approval, provisional Certificate of Approval or 
other approval issued under the Environmental Protection Act, 
R.S.O. 1990, c. E.19, where such approval addresses Sound as a 
source of contamination; 

 
(l) operation of machinery by or on behalf of a public utility where work 

needs to be done to minimize service interruptions; 
 
(m) a military or other band in a parade if the parade is operating under 

written permission of the Town; 
 
(n) the use in a reasonable manner of Motor Vehicles and when 

utilized for the clearing and the removal of snow from roadway on 
private property; or 

 
(o) Construction or an Event for which a valid temporary Noise 

permit has been issued, but only if the terms and conditions of the 
temporary Noise permit are complied with. 

 
5.2 Despite any provision of this By-law, this By-law shall not apply where: 
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(a) a Sound is from a facility that has been designed, developed, built, 
operated and maintained in accordance with the terms and 
conditions of a valid Certificate of Approval, provisional Certificate 
of Approval or other approval issued under the Environmental 
Protection Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. E.19, where such approval 
addresses Sound as a source of contamination; or 
 

(b)  an order or permit has been issued under the Environmental    
Protection Act that addresses the Sound as a source of 
contamination 

 
 

6.0 Grant of Exemption 
 
6.1 Any Person may apply for temporary Noise permit for Construction or 

for an Event from the provisions of this by-law. 
 
6.2 An application for temporary Noise permit shall be made on the form 

prescribed by the Town and shall be accompanied by the non-refundable 
application fee in the Fees and Charges By-law.  
 

6.3 The following power and authority is delegated to the Director with 
respect to Construction or an Event: 
 
(a) to issue a temporary Noise permit;  
 
(b) to issue a temporary Noise permit with imposed conditions; or 
 
(c) to refuse to issue, cancel, revoke or suspend a temporary Noise 

permit, 
 
6.4 In making his or her determination under section 6.3, the Director shall: 

 
(a)  determine whether the event falls within the definition of 

Construction or Event; 
 
(b) consider any negative effects the issuance of the temporary Noise 

permit may have on neighbouring properties or on the Town; 
 
(c)  consider any benefits the issuance of the temporary Noise permit 

may have for neighbouring properties or for the Town; 
 
(d)  consider any previous violations of this By-law or temporary Noise 

permit conditions by the Applicant; and 
 
(e)  consider anything reasonably and relevant. 
 

6.5 The Director, may impose conditions on a temporary Noise permit, 
including but not limited to: 
 
(a) The type of volume of Sounds that may be made 

 
(b) The times during which Sounds may be made 
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(c) The date of expiry of the temporary Noise permit( not excess of six 

months) 
 

(d) Notification be prepared to advise the community of the Noise that 
will be occurring. 
 

6.6 The Director shall circulate the application to the Mayor, Deputy Mayor & 
Regional Councillor, Ward Councillor and where the Event or activity is to 
be held on a boundary street between wards. 
 

6.7 Any of the above mentioned Councillors may request that the application 
be “bumped up” to a full Committee of the Whole for consideration. 

 
6.8 The Director shall issue a permit if all of the following conditions have 

been met: 
 

(a) Notification under section 6.6 has either 
 
i. Not responded within the date determined by the Director of 

the notice; or 
 

ii. Responded indicating that they have no objection to the 
application being approved. 

 
(b) The Applicant has complied with all terms and conditions of 

approval of the last permit issued to them under this section, if any. 
 

(c) The Applicant has provided the following: 
 
i. the name and address of the Applicant; 

 
ii. the date, time( not in excess of six months) and location of 

the Event or activity for which the temporary Noise permit is 
sought and, where applicable the number of people 
expected to attend; 
 

iii. the purpose of which the permit is required; 
 

iv. a description of any Sound or Construction Equipment to 
be used; 
 

v. the name, address and telephone number of at least one 
contact Person who will supervise the Event or activity; 
 

vi. a written undertaking that one or more contact Persons 
responsible for supervising the Event or activity will be on-
site during the entire Event or activity to ensure compliance 
with the terms and conditions of the permit; 
 

vii. a statement of the steps, if any, planned or presently being 
taken to minimize the Noise or Sound; 
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viii. a non-refundable application fee as set out in the Fees and 
Charges by-law; and 

 
 

ix. a temporary Noise permit fee set out in the Fees and 
Charges by-law, refundable if the application is not 
approved. 
 

(d) A Noise permit issued under section 6.2 shall be subject to the 
following terms and conditions: 

 
i. No Sound or Construction Equipment other than the 

equipment approved under the permit shall be used by the 
Applicant; 

 
ii. The Event or activity shall be restricted to the approved 

location; and 
 

iii. The permission granted is for the date and times for the 
Event or activity as set out in the permit. 

 
6.9 Upon issuance of a temporary Noise permit the Director shall undertake 

to notify the York Regional Police Service of the permit and its conditions, 
if any. Furthermore, notice of all temporary Noise permits shall be public 
posted on the Town of Newmarket website listing: 

  
(a) the name of the Applicant; 

 
(b) the location of the Event or Construction; 
 
(c) the date(s) of the Event or Construction; and 
 
(d) conditions imposed, if any. 

 
 
 

6.10 Where the Director has made a decision under Section 6.3 (c) notice in 
writing shall be given of that decision to the Applicant by regular mail to 
the last known address of that Person. The written notice shall: 

 
(a) set out the grounds for the decision; 

 
(b) give reasonable particulars of the grounds;  

 
(c) be signed by the Director; and  

 
(d) an Applicant may request a review of the Noise permit decision of 

the Director within fourteen (14) calendar days of the decision to 
the Appeals Committee. 

   
6.11 The request for review is made by filing a written request for review, on a 

form approved by the Director, to the Appeals Committee. The Appeals 
Committee may authorize the Noise permit from the provisions of this 
By-law, provided that in the opinion of the Appeals Committee it is 
established that the requirements in section 6.4 are met. 
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6.12 A decision of the Appeals Committee is final and binding. 

 
6.13 An application for a Noise permit that exceeds 6 months shall be 

forwarded to Council, along with a report by the Director, for approval. 
 

6.14 A decision of Council is final and binding. 
 
7.0 Order 
 
7.1 If an Officer is satisfied that this by-law has been contravened, the 

Officer may make an order, known as an Order to Discontinue Activity, 
requiring the Person who contravened the by-law, or who caused or 
permitted the contravention, or the Owner or occupier of the land on 
which the contravention occurred, to discontinue the contravention. 

 
7.2 An Order to Discontinue Activity shall set out: 

 
(a) the municipal address of the property on which the contravention 

occurred; 
 

(b) the date of the contravention; 
 
(c) the reasonable particulars of the contravention of the by-law; and 

 
(d) the date by which there must be compliance with the order. 

 
7.3 No Person shall contravene an Order to Discontinue Activity. 

 
8.0 Service of Order 
 
8.1 The Order to Discontinue Activity may be served personally on the 

Person to whom it is directed or by registered regular mail to the last 
known address of that Person, in which case it shall be deemed to have 
been given on the fifth day after it is mailed.  

 
9.0 Power of Entry 
 
9.1 The Town may enter on land at any reasonable time for the purpose of 

carrying out an inspection to determine whether or not the following are 
being complied with: 

 
(a) the provisions of this By-law; 

 
(b) an Order issued under this By-law; or 

 
(c) an Order made under Section 431 of the Act. 

 
 
9.2 Where an inspection is conducted by the Town, the Person conducting 

the inspection may: 
 

(a) require the production of documents or relevant items for 
inspection;  
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(b) inspect and remove documents or things relevant to the inspection 
for the purpose of making copies and extracts;  

 
(c) require information from any Person concerning a matter related to 

the inspection including their name, address, phone number and 
identification; and 

 
(d) alone or in conjunction with a Person possessing special or expert 

knowledge, make examinations or take tests, samples or 
photographs necessary for the purpose of inspection. 

 
9.3 The Town may undertake an inspection pursuant to an Order issued 

under Section 438 of the Act. 
 
9.4 The Town’s power of entry may be exercised by an employee, inspector 

or agent of the Town or by a member of a police force with jurisdiction, as 
well by any Person under his or her direction. 

 
9.5 No Person shall hinder or obstruct, or attempt to hinder or obstruct, a 

Municipal Law Enforcement Officer, or a Police Officer from carrying out 
inspections of land to ensure compliance with this By-law. 

 
9.6 The fees imposed constitute a debt of the Person to the Town. The Town 

Treasurer may add fees to the tax roll and collect them in the same 
manner as municipal taxes on any property for which all the Owners are 
responsible for paying the fees. 
 

9.7 No Person shall hinder or obstruct, or attempt to hinder or obstruct, any 
Person who is exercising a power or performing a duty under this By-law, 
including carrying out an inspection. 

 
10.0 Rebuttal Presumption 
 
10.1 An Owner where the Noise is being emitted from shall be presumed to 
 have permitted, or caused to be permitted, the Noise under this By-law, 
 as the case may be, which presumption may be rebutted by evidence to 
 the contrary on a balance of probabilities. 
 
11.0 Penalties 
 
11.1 Every Person who contravenes any provision of this By-law, including an 

order issued under this By-law, is guilty of an offence. 
 
11.2 Any Person who is in contravention of any provision of this By-law, or 

who fails to comply with an order issued under this By-law shall be 
deemed to be committing a continuing offence for each day or part of a 
day that the contravention remains uncorrected 
 

11.3 If an Order has been issued under this By-law, and the order has not been 
complied with, the contravention of the order shall be deemed to be a 
continuing offence for each day or part of a day that the order is not 
complied with.  
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11.4 Any Person who is guilty of an offence under this bylaw shall be subject 
to the following penalties: 
 
(a) upon a first conviction, to a fine of not less than three hundred and 

fifty dollars ($350.00) and not more than hundred thousand dollars 
($100,000.00); 
 

(b) upon a second or subsequent conviction for the same offence, to a 
fine of not less than five hundred dollars ($500.00) and not more 
than one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000.00); 
 

(c) upon conviction for a continuing offence, to a fine of not less than 
five hundred dollars ($500.00) and not more than ten thousand 
dollars ($10,000.00) for each day or part of a day that the offence 
continues. The total of the daily fines is not limited to one hundred 
thousand dollars ($100,000.00); 
 

(d) upon conviction of a multiple offence, for each offence included in 
the multiple offence, to a fine of not less than five hundred dollars 
($500.00) and not more than ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00). 
The total of all fines for each included offence is not limited to one 
hundred thousand dollars ($100,000.00). 

 
11.5 For the purposes of this bylaw, “multiple offence” means an offence in 

respect of two (2) or more acts or omissions each of which separately 
constitutes an offence and is a contravention of the same provision of this 
bylaw. 

 
11.6 For the purposes of this bylaw, an offence is a second or subsequent 

offence if the act giving rise to the offence occurred after a conviction had 
been entered at an earlier date for the same offence. 

 
11.7 Where a Person is convicted of an offence under this by-law, the court in 

which the conviction has been entered, and any court of competent 
jurisdiction thereafter, may make an order prohibiting the continuation or 
repetition of the offence by the Person convicted. 
 

12.0 Severability 
 
12.1 If any sections, section or part of a section of this By-law are found by any 

Court to be illegal or beyond the power of Council to enact, such sections 
or section or part of a section shall be deemed to be severable and all 
other sections or parts of sections of this By-law shall be deemed to 
separate and independent and shall continue in full force and effect. 

 
13.0 Transition 
 

13.1 After the date of passing of this by-law, By-law 2004-94, as 
amended, applies only to properties in respect of which an Order 
has been issued prior to the date of passing of this by-law, and then 
only to such properties until such time as the work required by such 
Order has been completed or any enforcement proceedings in 
respect of such Order, has been concluded. 
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14.0 Repeal 
 
14.1 By-law 2004-94 and 2005-158 is hereby repealed. 

 
15.0 Short Title 
 
15.1 This By-law may be referred to as the “Noise By-law”. 

 
16.0 Effective Date of By-law 
 
 

 
Enacted this                 day  of               ,               2017.  
    

 
 

       
  Tony Van Bynen, Mayor 

 
 
 

      
Lisa Lyons, Town Clerk 
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Schedule A 

Prohibitions By Time and Place 
   

Noise Source Prohibited Times 
Residential Areas 

 

Prohibited Times 
Quiet Zones 

1.  The operation of a car 
wash 

11:00 p.m. to 7:00 
a.m. to 9:00 a.m. on 
Saturdays, Sundays 

and Statutory 
Holidays  

 
At all times 

 
 

2.    The operation of a waste 
collection vehicle, waste 
collection machinery or 
refuse compacting 
equipment 

9:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. 
to 9:00 a.m. on 

Saturdays, Sundays 
and Statutory 

Holidays 
 

7:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. 
to 9:00 a.m. on 

Saturdays, Sundays 
and Statutory 

Holidays 
 
 
 

3.  Loading, unloading, 
packing, delivering or 
otherwise handling any 
container, product or 
material unless necessary 
for the maintenance of 
essential services 

9:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. 
to 9:00 a.m. on 
Saturdays, Sundays 
and Statutory 
Holidays 

 
 

7:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. 
to 9:00 a.m. on 
Saturdays, all day 
Sundays and 
Statutory Holidays 

 
 

4. The operation of any 
powered device used in the 
servicing, maintenance or 
repair of property except 
devices driven by muscular 
power only and snow 
blowers   

9:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. 
the next day; 9:00 

a.m. Saturday, 
Sundays and 

Statutory Holidays 
 
 

7:00 p.m. to 9:00 a.m. 
the next day; 9:00 

a.m. Saturday, 
Sundays and 

Statutory Holidays 
 
 

5. The operation of a lawn 
mower or other equipment 
or machinery used for yard 
maintenance purposes 
which is run by electricity or 
gasoline, including without 
limitation, whipper snippers, 
leaf vacuums, chain saws, 
hedge trimmers and the like 

9:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. 
the next day; 9:00 

a.m. Saturday, 
Sundays and 

Statutory Holidays 

7:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. 
to 9:00 a.m. on 

Saturday Sundays 
and Statutory 

Holidays 
 

6. The operation of any snow 
blower 

9:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. 9:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. 

7. The operation of any 
Construction Equipment 
or the conduct of any 
alteration or repair of any 
building 

8:00 PM one day to 
7:00 AM the next day 
(9:00 AM Saturday 
and after 5 PM on 
Saturday All day 

Sundays & Statutory 
Holidays 

7:00 PM one day to 
7:00 AM the next day 
9:00 AM Saturday and 

after 5 PM on 
Saturday 

All day Sundays & 
Statutory Holidays 

8. The operation of a dirt bike, 
all-terrain cycle, 
snowmobile, go-cart, dune 
buggy or like Conveyance 

7:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. 
to 9:00 a.m. on 

Saturdays  
All day Sundays & 

Statutory Holidays 

At all Times 

9. Yelling, shouting, hooting, 
whistling, singing 

11:00 PM one day to 
7:00 AM the next 

day 
9:00 AM Sundays 

At all Times 
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10. The operation of any 
construction vehicle or 
Construction Equipment 
in connection with Infill 
Housing. 

7:00 PM one day to 
7:00 AM the next 

day 
9:00 AM Saturday 
and after 5 PM on 

Saturday 
All day Sundays & 

Statutory Holidays 

7:00 PM one day to 
7:00 AM the next day  
9:00 AM Saturday and 

after 5 PM on 
Saturday All Sundays 

and Statutory 
Holidays 

10. The operation or use of 
any tool (ie. lawn mowers, 
power trimmers, leaf 
blowers, power washer) for 
domestic purpose other 
than snow removal. 

8:00 PM one day to 
7:00 AM the next day 

9:00 AM Sundays 

7:00 PM one day to 
7:00 AM the next day  
9:00 AM Saturdays, 
Sundays and 
Statutory Holidays 
 

11.The venting or release of    
steam, the operation of a 
generator or air filtrations 
system, Noise from 
grinding, milling, the 
operation of machinery, or 
the like 

9:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. 
to 9:00 a.m. on 
Saturdays, Sundays 
and Statutory 
Holidays  

7:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. 
to 9:00 a.m. on 
Saturdays, Sundays 
and Statutory 
Holidays  

12.The operation of any Motor 
Vehicle engaged in the 
plowing of or removal of 
snow, unless otherwise 
permitted under this By-law 

12:00 midnight to 6:00 
a.m. 

12:00 midnight to 7:00 
a.m. 

 

113



Appendix B - Amendments to 2018 Fees and Charges By-law 
Proposed Noise By-law 

Legislative Services Report 2017-27 
 
 

Proposed Fees and Charges for Noise Exemptions 

Application for Noise Exemption $100.00 

Noise Permit for Event $60.00 

Noise Permit for Construction $75.00 
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Appendix C – Noise Reporting Record Package 
Legislative Services Report 2017-27 

  
 

 

 

The Town of Newmarket recognizes that noise impacts our quality of life and that is why the Town 
regulates noises which disturb, or are likely to disturb the inhabitants. As a result, Enforcement and By-law 
Services is committed to assist you in resolving your concerns. 

The Town needs your involvement and cooperation to help bring closure to this matter. The first step in the 
noise reporting process is to complete and submit the attached Noise Report Witness Questionnaire and 
Noise Report Record Form. Once the completed documents have been received by Municipal 
Enforcement, they will review the evidence and contact you to advise if they will be proceeding with the 
issuance of a Notice of Violation to the offending property. The decision to proceed is determined if there is 
a reasonable prospect of conviction in court based upon a review of the evidence. Please provide 
photocopies of any documents you submit and retain the originals as you may be required to produce them 
as evidence in court. 

If a Notice of Violation is issued to the offending property you will be required to monitor and document the 
noise on a second Noise Record document over a subsequent two week period. 

If the situation has not been satisfactorily resolved, and upon receipt of the second Noise Reporting Record 
Form, legal action will be requested and the property owner and/or person responsible for the noise will be 
required to attend court. On their first court appearance they will be able to plead guilty at which time the 
courts may impose a penalty, or they may choose to plead not guilty. If a plea of not guilty is entered the 
matter will be adjourned and a new court date will be set to hear the trial. You will be notified and must 
appear in court with your noise records on this date in order for the trial to proceed. 

Please be advised that your name, address and phone number is confidential when the Town of 
Newmarket receives your complaint. However, should the matter proceed to Court your name and that of 
any witnesses becomes part of the public record. 

Please find enclosed the following documents: 

(i) Noise Reporting Witness Questionnaire (which must be completed in full and returned) 

(ii) Noise Reporting Record Form (which must be completed in full and returned) 

Please forward your completed Noise Reporting Witness Questionnaire and Noise Reporting Record to 
395 Mulock Drive P.O. Box 328 STN Main Newmarket,  ON L3Y 4X7 by mail, in person, or fax to 905-953-
5141. 

We hope this information has been of assistance to you and has clarified the Town of Newmarket’s role in 
the noise issue which you are involved with. If you have any questions pertaining to the information 
provided to you, please contact the Town at 905-895-5193. 
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NOISE REPORTING WITNESS QUESTIONNAIRE 

Date:  ____________________________________________________________   

Name:  ____________________________________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________________________ 

Telephone No.:____________________________________________________________ 

Address of 
Complaint: ____________________________________________________________ 

The following questions must be answered in order to assist in the Prosecution of a Noise By-law violation. 
Corroborating witnesses must also complete this questionnaire: 

a) Number of years occupying this residence?   

__________________________________________________________________________ 

b) Number of years offending party occupying residence? 
 

 
 
c) Normal work hours and type of employment?  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

d) Proximity of residence to where noise is emanating from? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

e) How long has the noise been a concern? 

 

f) What attempts, if any, have you taken to advise the person making the noise of your concerns and   what was the 
result? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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g) Describe how the noise affects your quality of life and what changes have you made to mitigate the effects? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

h) How do you know where the noise is emanating from? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Should charges be laid for violations of the Town of Newmarket Noise By-law, the undersigned is prepared to 

appear in Court as a witness and provide evidence as shown in the Noise Reporting Record Form. 

 

Signature: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Date: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

NOTE: The personal information collected on this form is collected under authority of the Municipal Act, 2001. The 
personal information will be used by the Town of Newmarket for responding to your request and / or inquiry.  This 
information will be used to administer the noise complaint and investigation process. Questions about the collection 
of personal information should be directed to the Supervisor of Bylaw Enforcement, Legislative Services 
Department, 395 Mulock Drive, Newmarket or reached at 905-953-5300 ext. 2222. 
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Noise Reporting Record Form

 

Noise Location: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Address 

Please provide the specific times and dates that you are disturbed: 

Date Start Time End Time Describe Noise How are you disturbed? 

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

Note: Any possible Prosecution would be based on this Noise Reporting Record. A minimum of a two week Record is required 
before a Notice of Violation is issued. A second two week Record, to be completed after the issuance of the Notice of Violation, 
is required for a charge to be considered. Any witnesses that you provide are also required to provide a Noise Reporting Record 
Form. Please copy this form to provide to your witness.  
 
Name: _______________________________________ Signature:_______________________________________ 
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   (Please Print) 
 
Date: ________________________________________ Your address: __________________________________ 

119



LEGISLATIVE SERVICES   
TOWN OF NEWMARKET 
395 Mulock Drive www.newmarket.ca 
P.O. Box 328 clerks@newmarket.ca 
Newmarket, ON   L3Y 4X7 905.895.5193 

 

Page 1 of 10 
 

 
 
November 27, 2017 
 

Corporate Services - Legislative Services Report - 2017-25 
 
 
TO: Committee of the Whole 
 
SUBJECT: Revisions to Sign By-law and standalone Election Sign By-law 
 
ORIGIN: Legislative Services Department 
 Kiran Saini, Deputy Town Clerk 
 Geoff McIntosh, Municipal Law & Property Standards Officer 
  
 
Recommendations 
1. That the Corporate Services - Legislative Services Report - 2017-25 entitled “Revisions to 

Sign By-law and standalone Election Sign By-law” be received; and, 
 
2. That Council repeal By-law 2016-28; and, 
 
3. That Council enact the draft Sign By-law attached as Appendix A; and, 
 
4. That Council enact the draft Election Sign By-law attached as Appendix B.  
  
 
Purpose 
The purpose of this report is to obtain Council approval with regards to: 1) updating the Town’s 
Sign By-law; and, 2) creating a standalone Election Sign By-law.   
 
Background 
Municipalities in Ontario have developed regulations to assist with mitigating the concerns of sign 
proliferation and pollution.  Additionally, regulations have been developed to respond to many 
communities’ desire to develop standards related to signs on both public and private property. 
 

Current Town of Newmarket Sign By-law 
In 2014, after a comprehensive review by Town Staff, Council adopted a new Sign By-law 
2014-11. Following that, in 2016 Council approved amendments to the Sign By-law and 
passed the current Sign By-law 2016-28. All sign types are currently regulated under the 
Sign By-law, including election signs. Additional amendments to the Town’s existing Sign 
By-law are now required to: 1) ensure that the By-law continues to meet the needs of the 
community; 2) improve administration and clarification of regulations in the By-law; and, 3) 
remove the election sign section from the By-law to create a separate Election Sign By-law 
for the Town.  
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Separate By-law for Election Sign Regulations 
The creation of a standalone Election Sign By-law is intended to assist with the 
administration of election sign regulations for municipal, provincial, and federal elections.  
Based on staff and candidate experiences after the 2014 general municipal election and 
the 2016 ward 5 by-election, staff believe that a separate Election Sign By-law will assist 
the administration of the sign program, and will also help candidates with understanding the 
rules that govern election signs in the Town.  The proposed Election Sign By-law 
(Appendix B) closely mirrors Newmarket’s existing election signs regulations.   
 
Updates to election sign regulations are also required because the province recently 
amended the Municipal Elections Act, 1996.  First, third party advertisers are now permitted 
to advertise in the same manner as a candidate.  Second, the Regional Chair position will 
now be a directly elected position in York Region.  As a result of these two legislative 
changes, Town staff also took this opportunity to consult with staff from all Regional 
Municipalities to propose consistency with regards to election signs in general.   

 
A summary of amendments to the Sign By-law and Election Sign By-law are detailed below. 
 
 
Summary of Changes to the Sign By-law (Appendix A) 
The revised Sign By-law has been attached as Appendix A to this report.  The amendments to 
the By-law have been categorized into three areas and the corresponding section or subsection 
from the By-law has been identified below: 
 

1. Amendments required for additional clarity: 
• Sections 1 & 20 - Regulations for Seasonal Businesses have been included to 

reflect these types of businesses.  
• Section 1, Diagram 1 - A diagram for the definition of a “Sight Triangle” was 

added to visually show what “Sight Triangle” means. 
• Subsections 11.2 & 11.6 - Clarification on restrictions for where signs can be 

located on private property and public property. 
 
2. Amendments to assist with enforcement: 

• Section 27 - The addition of a section to help with enforcement and cost 
recovery for signs that are illegally erected, by assuming the person or business 
benefitting from the sign is the “owner” of the sign. 

• Subsection 3.10 - A revised definition and updated general provisions of 
“Temporary Signs” to improve enforcement and prosecution. 

 
3. Amendments to assist with the administration of the By-law: 

• Section 27 - Removal of Election Sign regulations from the By-law. 
• Subsection 6.12 - An Engineer’s “construction review report” is now required 

from any applicants that wish to erect a sign that requires an Engineer’s stamped 
drawings.  This will assist with putting the liability back on to the applicant for 
ensuring that the sign was constructed as per the approved drawings. 

• Section 16 - Addition of a height restriction of ground signs in open space zones 
and golf courses. 
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Amendments were made to the Sign By-law for clarity, enforcement, and administration purposes. 
These amendments were because of consultation and recommendations of staff, the public, other 
Municipalities, our prosecutor, Council, sign companies and local businesses.  
 
Summary of Changes to the Standalone Election Sign By-law 
In October 2017, staff from Regional Municipalities participated in a working group to develop 
consistency with regards to election sign regulations throughout York Region.  By-laws from all 
municipalities were reviewed and evaluated for best practices, and a summary of this review has 
been enclosed as Appendix C to this report.  With a few exceptions, many of the regulations in 
the enclosed By-law will remain the same for the Town of Newmarket.   
 
Election sign regulations apply to municipal, provincial, and federal election candidates and Third 
party advertisers.  
 
Third parties are not new to Ontario, and are typically seen during provincial and federal elections; 
however, they will be regulated by municipalities for the first time in the upcoming 2018 election.  
Third parties will be required to register with the Clerk, and can also display signs that either 
oppose or support a candidate.  Third parties can be an individual, corporation, or trade union, 
and can only advertise provided that their advertisement is not under the direction of a Candidate.   
 
The below highlights areas in the By-law that are considered to be areas of particular interest from 
the Election Sign By-law with the corresponding section or subsection from the By-law. 
 

Section 3 - Definitions 
Additional definitions such as Registered Third Party, and Third Party Advertisement have 
been included in the By-law.   
 
Definitions that already exist in the Sign By-law have been included in this By-law to ensure 
that this By-law all-encompassing and reduce the number of cross references to other 
Town of Newmarket By-laws.  
 
Clause 4.2 (l) & Subsection 4.3 - General Prohibitions 
Establishing where a resident’s property line requires a surveyor to attend the specific 
property to determine the exact “line”.  As this is both time consuming and resource 
intensive, many municipalities permit election signs to be displayed in residential areas on 
property that is technically public, provided that specific setbacks are maintained.  Based 
on staff’s research of Regional Municipalities, only the Town of East Gwillimbury and City 
of Vaughan do not permit election signs anywhere on municipal property.  As previously 
mentioned, determining exact property lines can be time consuming and can be 
problematic for enforcement.  As such, it is recommended that the setbacks currently in 
effect in the Town’s By-law [clause 4.2 (l) and subsection 4.3] be maintained.   
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Subsections 5.2 and 5.3 - First day signs can be erected and last day signs must be 
removed: 

 
Table 1 - Dates for when signs can be first displayed and must be removed 

Type of Election First day election signs can 
be displayed 

Last day election signs must 
be removed 

Municipal 
• Regular Election 

10:00 AM 28 calendar days   
(4 weeks) before Voting Day 

72 hours (3 days) after Voting 
Day 

Municipal 
• By-election 

10:00 AM 28 calendar days   
(4 weeks) before Voting Day or 
10:00 AM on Nomination Day  if 
Voting Day is less than 4 weeks 

72 hours (3 days) after Voting 
Day 

Provincial 
• Regular Election &  

By-election 

The day after the writ of an 
election is issued 

72 hours (3 days) after Voting 
Day 

Federal 
• Regular Election &  

By-election 

The day after the writ of an 
election is issued 

72 hours (3 days) after Voting 
Day 

 
Section 6 - Size of Election Signs 
The Town’s current size restrictions for election signs will remain the same.  The area of 
the sign cannot exceed 1.49 square metres, with a maximum height or width of 1.22 
metres.   
 
Section 7 - Private Property 
The Town’s current by-law only allows 1 sign per candidate, per property, unless the 
property is a corner lot, in which case 2 signs per candidate are permitted.  York Region 
municipal by-laws were consulted, and it was determined that municipalities either do not 
impose a limits on the number of signs that can be displayed, or there is a limit of 1 or 2.   
 
Section 8 - Public Property 
The Town’s By-law currently only permits election signs to be displayed at Regional 
intersections in accordance with York Region’s Sign By-law.  This requirement has been 
proposed in the standalone Election Sign By-law. 
 
Subsection 11.2 - Fee Structure 
Municipalities have adopted varying fee structures for their permit fee and removal of 
improperly placed sign fee.   Some municipalities have a refundable fee while others do not 
refund the fee.  Newmarket’s current permit fee of $250 is refundable, which means that 
candidates are eligible to receive $250 back from the Town if none of their signs were 
removed by Town staff.  It is recommended that a non-refundable fee structure be 
implemented to align with York Region, among other municipalities that have this in place, 
and to allow the Town to recover some of the costs incurred for the overall enforcement 
and administration of the election sign program.   
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Public Information Centre held on October 24, 2017 
A Public Information Centre (PIC) was held on October 24, 2017 to obtain feedback from the 
public on the new regulations related to signs and election signs.  Local sign companies were 
invited to attend the PIC; however, no companies were in attendance.   
 

Sign By-law 
With regards to the Sign By-law, staff were asked about questions related to the 
enforcement of the By-law, and what information would be required to initiate legal 
proceeding.  In response to these types of questions, staff noted that the revised By-law 
would allow the Town to use information on signs, such as a name, telephone number or 
business name on the sign to “assume” who the owner of the sign was.   

 
Election Sign By-law 
With respect to the Election Sign By-law, staff were asked about potential disputes 
between a property owner and a tenant in relation to the erection of a sign on a property.  It 
was noted that any disputes between a property owner and a tenant would be deemed a 
civil matter, and that the Town would not become involved. 
 
There were also questions with respect to the specific areas of alignment of the Town’s By-
law with York Region’s Sign By-law.  It was noted that the Town’s By-law would be similar 
to the Region’s regulations as follows:  
 

1)  The size of the signs, which is a maximum area of 16 square feet; 
  
2)  The first day for which signs can be erected, which is 10:00 AM 28 days prior 

to Voting Day; 
 
3)  The last day for which signs must be removed, which is 3 days after Voting 

Day; 
  
4)  Only allowing signs to be erected at Regional Intersections as permitted by 

the Region’s Sign By-law; and, 
  
5) A non-refundable application permit fee. 

 
 
Council Workshop held on October 30, 2017 
Following the PIC, a Council Workshop was held on October 30, 2017, at which time Council 
Members were provided the opportunity to ask questions about the draft Sign and Election Sign 
By-laws.   
 

Sign By-law 
At this Workshop, there were questions with respect to open house signs, and sight 
triangles.  With respect to open house signs, there were concerns about the proliferation of 
signs, and whether or not restricting these signs to the same day would assist in reducing 
the number of signs.  After conducting some research into best practices, and to assist with 
the promotion of open houses, it is recommended that open house signs be permitted the 
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day before an open house will occur.  This is to assist real estate agents and home owners 
with communicating their open houses, as many community members rely on these signs 
to know when an open house is happening. 
 
There were questions with respect to sight triangles and if the Town could align its sight 
triangle with that of the Region’s.  Subsequent to this suggestion, additional research was 
conducted, and as a result of that research, it is recommended that because the Town’s 
intersections are generally smaller than the Region’s, and generally being travelled at a 
much slower speed that the sight triangles not be the same.   

 
Election Sign By-law 
There were a number of concerns raised at the Council Workshop with regards to the 
Election Sign By-law, and they have been addressed as follows: 
 
 Vehicles being used to primarily display election signs 

Given the concerns raised regarding vehicles being primarily used to display election 
signs, the By-law only includes the current regulations that are in place; however this 
section was amended to also include Registered Third Parties.  For clarity, the By-law 
only restricts vehicles that are displaying visible election signage from being parked or 
stopped on the properties being used as Voting Places or Voter Assistance Centres on 
both Voting Day and during the advanced voting period.     

 
 Signs only being permitted in the ward a person was officially nominated in 

This section has been removed from the By-law to ensure that residents are not 
restricted to only erecting signs from Candidates within their ward. 

 
 Campaign office 

Campaign office provisions have been identified in the By-law and stipulate that a 
Fascia Sign, provided that the sign complies with the Town’s Sign By-law (i.e. the 
proper permits are obtained), can be erected at the Candidate’s campaign office as 
soon as he or she files their nomination with the Clerk.   

 
 Number of election signs on corner lots 

Further consideration was given to the number of signs permitted on private property.  
By way of background, the recommendation made at the Council Workshop to limit to 1 
sign per Candidate per property was awaiting a legal opinion; however, given the legal 
review has not concluded, staff are now proposing that this section of By-law not be 
amended.  This means that properties with 1 abutting street will continue to only be 
permitted to erect 1 sign per candidate, and properties with 2 abutting streets (i.e. 
corner lots) will continue to only be permitted to erect 2 signs per candidate. 

 
 Enforcement provisions  

Sections 12 to 16 have been included in the By-law as it is the Town’s practice to 
include these standard enforcement provisions in all standalone by-laws.  This 
information is already contained in the current Sign By-law, however, given that the 
Town is creating a separate By-law to deal with Election Signs, these sections are 
required to ensure that the Town has the ability to enforce the By-law including issuing 
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orders, or initiating legal proceedings against a person who continues to fail to comply 
with the By-law even after staff have advised them of how to bring the sign into 
compliance. 

 
 Where can election signs be erected?  

Signs must be a minimum of 6 feet away from the face of the curb or edge of pavement 
of a roadway, and where there is a sidewalk, a minimum of 2 feet away from the 
sidewalk. This distance from a curb or a sidewalk has been in place since 2014, and 
has not changed in this standalone By-law.  In keeping with the principles of plain 
language, the By-law also states that election signs cannot be located between the curb 
and the sidewalk, when a sidewalk exists (the By-law currently states “that signs cannot 
be erected on the municipal boulevard”; however many residents may not know what 
“boulevard” means).   
 
When there is a sidewalk that is less than 2 feet from the main wall of a building, signs 
are required to be placed at the furthest distance possible from the sidewalk or from the 
face of the curb or edge of pavement. 
 
Overall, these regulations worked well during the 2014 municipal election and recent 
2016 ward 5 by-election, and therefore, staff is not recommending amending these 
areas within the By-law. 

 
 Election signs on fences 

Council noted the desire to ensure that candidates still have the flexibility to erect signs 
on fences.  To clarify, this By-law does not explicitly state that signs on fences are 
prohibited; however, as a reminder, Candidates or third party advertisers must always 
obtain the property owner, tenant or occupant’s consent prior to erecting a sign 
anywhere on the property, including fences. 

 
 Securing election signs to the ground 

Given the concerns raised with requiring signs to be independently secured to the 
ground, this requirement has been removed.   

 
 Maximum height 

There were questions with regards to whether a maximum height of a sign should be 
included as a regulation.  Municipalities such as Georgina, Markham, and Whitchurch-
Stoufville have all implemented height restrictions.  However, this regulation has been 
removed from the By-law as it will become difficult to enforce if signs do not have to be 
independently secured to the ground.   
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 Third Party Advertisers 

There was discussion regarding third party advertisers and how they can and cannot 
campaign.  As regulations for third party advertisers are new to Municipal Elections, it is 
difficult to determine: a) if there will be a significant number of third party advertisers 
who register; and, b) what the possible concerns/issues may be with regulating these 
types of advertisers.  Given the limited information that Ontario municipalities have with 
regards to third party advertisers, staff are relying on the requirements of the Municipal 
Elections Act to develop regulations for these advertisers, such as requiring the name of 
the registered party, and including contact information in their advertisements.  For 
clarity, in accordance with the Municipal Elections Act, third party advertisement does 
not include an advertisement by or under the direction of a Candidate (as that is 
considered the Candidate’s advertisement). 

 
 Communication of election sign regulations 

As noted at the Council Workshop, upon Council approval of the Election Sign By-law, 
staff will ensure that these regulations are communicated to all relevant stakeholders 
such as including sign regulations in Candidates’ Information Packages, and posting 
information on the Town’s website. 

 
 
Summary of the Amendments to Election Sign Regulations 
Following the concerns raised by Council at its Workshop on October 30, 2017, staff reviewed the 
By-law and have summarized the significant amendments to the By-law as follows: 
 
1. New defined terms such as “Registered Third Party” and “Third Party Advertisement”. 
 
2. General safety prohibitions in section 4 such as not placing signs that may interfere with 

the safe operation of vehicular traffic, or impedes the Town’s maintenance operations. 
 
3. Only permitting signs to be erected at 10:00 AM 28 days prior to Voting Day (aligns with 

York Region). 
 
4. The Election Sign Permit Fee will be non-refundable (aligns with York Region).  
 
External Legal Review for Election Sign By-law 
During the Council Workshop, staff noted that the Town was participating in an external legal 
review of the By-law, and the costs of this review were being shared with some York Region 
municipalities.   
 
The external legal review did not conclude at the time this report was written.  As such, depending 
on the timeframe of the legal review, staff will provide an update to Council by issuing a 
memorandum to this report by: a) the publishing of the addendum Committee of the Whole 
agenda; b) the publishing of the December 4, 2017 Council agenda; or, c) when the external legal 
review is concluded. 
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Conclusion 
Upon Council approval of the amended Sign By-law and Election Sign By-law, staff will educate 
relevant stakeholders on the provisions contained in both By-laws.   
 
 
Business plan and strategic plan linkages 
This report relates to the well-equipped and well-managed link of the Town’s Community Vision – 
implementing policy and processes that reflect sound and accountable governance. 
 
 
Consultation   
On October 24, 2017 Staff held a Public Information Centre about the proposed changes to the 
Sign By-law and the standalone Election Sign By-law which allowed for concerns, inquires and 
comments. Furthermore, a Council Workshop was conducted on October 30, 2017 which allowed 
for additional concerns, inquires and comments, by Council. 
 
Recommendations were made from Staff along with the Town’s Regional Prosecutor to model 
sections of the Sign By-law after the York Region Sign By-law, as well as comparing to other 
municipalities By-laws including Markham, King, and Whitchurch-Stouffville among other 
municipalities surrounding York Region.  
 
The Election Sign By-law was drafted based on feedback from staff from Regional Municipalities 
that participated in the working group. 
 
In addition to the external legal review, Newmarket’s Legal Services Department was also 
consulted in this process. 
 
 
Human resource considerations  
None.  
 
 
Budget impact 
None. 
 
 
Contact   
For more information on this report, contact:  Kiran Saini, Deputy Town 
Clerk, ksaini@newmarket.ca or Geoff McIntosh, Municipal Law & Property Standards Officer 
gmcintosh@newmarket.ca 
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A By-law to regulate the erection and maintenance of Signs and other advertising 
devices in the Town of Newmarket.   
 
Whereas Section 11 of the Municipal Act, 2001, S.O. 2001, c.25, as amended (the “Act”) 
provides that a lower-tier municipality may pass by-laws respecting matters within its 
spheres of jurisdiction;  
  
And Whereas Subsection 11 (3) 7 of the Act provides that municipalities may pass by-
laws respecting structures, including fences and Signs; 
 
And Whereas Subsection 99 (2) of the Act provides that all costs and charges incurred 
by a municipality for the removal, care and storage of an advertising device that is 
erected or displayed in contravention of a by-law of the municipality are a lien on the 
advertising device that may be enforced by the municipality under the Repair and 
Storage Liens Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. R.25; 
 
And Whereas the Municipal Council of the Town of Newmarket (the “Town”) deems it 
necessary and in the public interest to regulate Signs displayed within the Town; 
 
And Whereas the Municipal Council of the Town enacted By-law 2016-28 on June 7, 
2016; 
 
And Whereas it is deemed necessary to repeal by-law 2016-28 
 
Therefore Be It Enacted by the Municipal Council of the Town as follows: 
 
1.0 Definitions: 
 
 The following words shall have the following meanings in this By-law: 
 
 “Advertising Device” means any designed device or object creating a design 

and intended to be erected or located or affixed on any Property; this shall 
include flags, Banners, pennants, lights, inflatable devices, or any object 
intended for advertising purposes; 

 
“Alter” means any change to the Sign Structure or the Sign Face with the 
exception of the re-arrangement of numerals, letters or copy applied directly to 
the face of a Sign and specifically designed and intended to be periodically 
rearranged, the repair and maintenance of a Sign,  
 
“Animated Sign” means a Sign or part thereof, which using electronic 
technology displays moving images and/or text and/or includes the rotation, 
oscillation or movement of the Sign in part or in whole but does not include an 
Electronic Changeable Copy or Mechanical Copy; 

 
 “Appeal Committee” means the Appeal Committee established by the Town;   
 

“Applicant” means the Person who applies for a Sign Permit or a variance 
from the provisions of this by-law;   

 
“Awning Sign” means a Sign Copy painted on or affixed flat to the surface of 
an awning; 

  
 “Banner” means a Sign made from cloth, plastic or a similar lightweight non-

rigid Material; 
 

 “Billboard Sign” means an outdoor Sign that advertises goods, products, or 
services that are not sold or offered on the Property where the Sign is located, 

130



Appendix A - Revised Sign By-law 
2017-25 - Legislative Services Report 

Revisions to Sign By-law and standalone Election Sign By-law 
 

  
 

 
By-law 2017-xxxx 

Page 2   

and is either single sided or double sided and shall allow for one Mechanical 
Copy side; 

 
“Builder” means a Person or corporation proposing to undertake or undertaking 
the construction of new homes, apartment developments or condominium 
developments within the Town; 
 
“Building Code” means regulations made under Section 34 of the Ontario 
Building Code Act, S.O. 1992, c.23; 

 
 “Business” means a commercial or employment activity carried on or permitted 

under the Zoning By-Law; 
 
 “Candidate” means a Person who is seeking election to a public office, whether 

for a federal, provincial or municipal election; 
 
 “Chief Building Official” means the Person and his/her designate so appointed 

by Council pursuant to the Building Code Act, 1992; 
 
 “Commercial” means a Commercial Zone as defined in the Zoning By-Law; 

 
 “Commercial Construction Information Sign” means a Sign that is erected 

for a temporary period that identifies, or provides information relating to or 
advertising the development or the construction of a building on the lands which 
the Sign is erected and not the sale of lots elsewhere or the realtor’s, developer’s 
or Owner’s business in general; 

 
 “Continuous Scrolling Copy” means electronic or computer controlled Sign 

Copy where text continuously scrolls across the Sign Face in a pre-arranged 
sequence to display a temporary message; 

 
 “Directional Sign” means any on Premises a Sign, which gives directions or 

instructions for the control of vehicular or pedestrian traffic and shall include both 
entry and exit signage; 

 
 “Director” means the Director, Legislative Services of the Town and his/her 

designate; 
 

“Election Sign” means a Sign advertising or promoting the election of a political 
party or a Candidate for public office in a federal, provincial or municipal 
election; 
 
“Electronic Changeable Copy” means electronic and/or computer controlled 
Sign Copy where static images or static information are displayed in a pre-
arranged sequence and the intensity of illumination is maintained at a constant 
level, and includes Continuous Scrolling Copy; 

 
 “Employment” means an Employment Zone as defined in the Zoning By-Law;   
 
 “Fees And Charges By-Law” means the General Fees and Charges By-law, as 

amended for the Legislative Services Department; 
 
 “Fascia Sign” means a Sign applied to or erected on and entirely supported by 

the wall of a building or structure;  
 

 “Frontage” means the length of the Property line of any one lot parallel to and 
along each legally accessible public Street, except for corner lots shall mean the 
total length of the Property lines on all legally accessible public Streets; 

 
 “Ground Sign” means a Sign directly supported by the ground without the aid 

of any other building or structure, which Sign includes the names of Owner(s) 
and address and/or advertising goods, products, services or events that are sold, 
offered, or provided on the Premises on which the Sign is located; 
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“Hoarding Sign” means a temporary, Non-Illuminated Sign, erected on 
construction hoarding which is subject to a development agreement of the Town, 
associated with the development of Property, which advertises or identifies the 
development of the Property on which the Sign is located; 

 
“Home Occupation Sign” means a Sign that identifies any home-based 
Business, where such use of the Property complies with the Zoning By-Law; 
 
“Illuminated Sign” means a Sign that provides artificial light directly, or through 
any transparent or translucent Material, from a source of light connected with 
such Sign, or a Sign illuminated by a light focused upon or chiefly directed at the 
surface of the Sign; 
 
“Incidental Sign” means a Sign, generally informational, that has a purpose 
secondary to the use of the lot on which it is located, such as “drive-thru,” 
“telephone,” “private parking,” “entrance,” “washroom,” “loading dock,” “staff 
only,” and other similar directives; 

 
 “Inflatable Sign” means a Sign or Advertising Device designed to be airborne 

and tethered to the ground, a vehicle or any other structure and shall include 
balloons and any other inflatable devices. Classification of Inflatable Sign shall 
not relieve it from any other Sign classification of this By-law; 

  
 “Inspector” means the By-law Enforcement Officer appointed by the Town or 

such Person designated by the municipality; 
 
 “Institutional” means an Institutional Zone as defined in the Zoning By-Law;   
 
 “Materials” means the products and assemblies that individually or as an 

assembly constitute the Sign or portion thereof; 
 
 “Mechanical Copy” means a Sign Copy where the display surface physically 

changes to reveal alternate messages, including but not limited to tri-vision or flip 
disc Signs; 

 
 “Menu Board Sign” means a Sign erected as part of a drive-thru facility and 

used to display and order products and services available at the drive-thru 
Business;  

 
 “Mobile Sign” means a Non-Illuminated Sign designed to be capable of being 

readily moved from one location to another is usually built on a trailer or other 
solid platform and may include wheels; 

 
 “Model Home Ground Sign” means a Sign located on residential lot or 

proposed residential lot intended for private ownership, upon which a model 
home/sales office is located, 

 
 “Mural” means any type of display or artistic endeavour painted on or otherwise 

affixed directly to any side(s) of a building or structure;  
 

“Mural Sign” means any type of display or artistic endeavour painted on or 
otherwise affixed directly to any side(s) of a building or structure that includes 
text or a logo that is intended for advertising purposes; 

 
 “New Home Development” means a new residential project, which is the 

subject of a development agreement and which may be comprised of one or 
more registered plans of subdivision, condominium development or condominium 
plan exemption; 

 
 “New Home Development Sign” means a non-illuminated Sign, which is not 

permanently installed or affixed to the ground and where the purpose of the Sign 
is to direct attention to the sale of new homes or condominiums; 

 
“Non-Profit Sign” means a Sign located, erected, or displayed on private 
Property or approved Town Property to advertise a non-profit or charitable 
event by a non-profit organization, charity or place of worship;  

132



Appendix A - Revised Sign By-law 
2017-25 - Legislative Services Report 

Revisions to Sign By-law and standalone Election Sign By-law 
 

  
 

 
By-law 2017-xxxx 

Page 4   

 
 “Open House Sign” means a Sign intended to direct traffic to a Property that is 

for sale or lease, and is open to the public for viewing. 
 
 “Owner” means the Property Owner, authorized agent, lessee, or occupier of 

the Premises upon which a Sign or Advertising Device is located; 
 

“Parking Area” means an off-street, open, unobstructed area of land consisting 
of a minimum of two (2) but not more than five (5) parking spaces which is 
accessed by a driveway;  

 
 “Parking Lot” means an open area other than a Street used for the temporary 

parking of five (5) or more motor vehicles and available for public use whether for 
free or for compensation as accommodation for clients, customers or residents; 

 
“Person” means an individual, Business, firm, body corporate, corporation, 
association, or municipality; 
 
“Portable Sign” means a free standing Sign erected on but not permanently 
anchored to the ground and includes, but is not limited to, Signs commonly referred 
to as A-Frame Sign, T-Frame Sign, Advertising Flag Sign or Sandwich Board but 
shall not include a Banner Sign, Inflatable Sign or Mobile Sign.  

 
“Premises” means land or a part of land under registered ownership and 
includes all buildings and structures thereon; 

  
 “Projecting Sign” means a Sign attached to a building or structure, which 

projects horizontally from the building/structure; 
 

“Property” means a lot and includes all buildings, and structures thereon; 
 

“Real Estate Sign” means a temporary non-illuminated Sign installed, erected 
or displayed for the notification that the Premises or portion thereof, on which the 
Sign is located, is available for or offered for sale, rent or lease; 
 
“Residential” means a Residential Zone as defined in the Zoning By-Law; 
 
“Seasonal Business” means a Business that is open for seasonal or 
temporary purposes of not more than 60 calendar days. Without limiting the 
forgoing, examples would be Halloween Stores, Christmas tree lot, Temporary 
Fireworks Premise, Garden Centres, and Tent Sales; 
 

 “Shopping Centre” means a group of commercial establishments, whether or 
not under one ownership, having a common Parking Area or Parking Lot; 

 
“Sight Triangle” means in the case of a corner lot, the triangular space formed 
by the Street Lines and a line drawn from a point in one Street Line to a point in 
the other Street Line, measured 5m along the Street from the point of 
intersection of the Street Lines See Diagram 1 in Schedule A; 

 
 “Sign” means any surface, structure and other component parts, which are used 

or capable of being used as a visual medium to attract attention to a specific 
subject matter for identification, information or advertising purposes and includes 
an Advertising Device; 

 
 “Sign Area” means the entire area of all Sign Faces on one Sign Structure;  
 

“Sign Copy” means any colour, graphic, logo, symbol, word, numeral, text, 
image, message, picture or combination thereof displayed on a single Sign Face 
and includes Electronic Changeable Copy and Mechanical Copy; 

 
 “Sign Face” means that portion of a Sign, excluding the Sign Structure, upon 

which, as part of, against or through which the message of the Sign is displayed.  
The Sign Face is an area composed of individually installed letters, numerals, or 
shapes, the Sign Face shall mean the area enclosing the letters, numerals, or 
shapes; 
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 “Sign Owner” means the owner or lessee of a Sign, or his/her agent. Where 
there is no owner, lessee or agent for a Sign or such Person cannot be 
determined with certainty, the Sign Owner shall be deemed to be the Person or 
Business having the use or major benefit of the Sign, or if such Person or 
Business is unknown, the Sign Owner shall be deemed to be the registered 
owner of the Premises upon which the Sign is situated; 

 
 “Sign Permit” means a written permission to locate, erect or display a Sign or 

Signs issued by the Director pursuant to the provisions of this By-law; 
 
 “Sign Structure” means anything used to support or brace a Sign Face and 

which is attached to the ground or a building or structure; 
  
 “Street” means any highway; 

 “Street Line” means the limit of the Street allowance and the dividing line 
between a lot and a Street; 

 
  “Subdivision Development Sign” means a Sign that advertises only the 

development in which the Sign is located and not the sale of lots elsewhere or 
the realtor’s, developer’s or Owner’s Business in general; 

 
 “Temporary Sign” means a Sign comprised of a plastic (poly bag) Sign sleeve 

or a coroplast Sign Face and which is temporarily anchored into the ground, or 
onto a pole, a light standard, a tree, another Sign, or a fence; 

  
 “Town” means the Corporation of the Town of Newmarket; 

 
“Urban Centre Zone” means an Urban Centre Zone as defined in the  Zoning 
By-Law; 

 
“Window Sign” means a Sign located on the interior of a Premises and which 
is located, erected or displayed in the interior of a window, window section or 
window pane and is intended to be seen from outside of the building or  
Premises; 

 
 “Zone” means the area of a defined land use in the Town Zoning By-Law 

passed under the Planning Act, as amended, from time to time; 
 
 “Zoning By-Law” means the Zoning By-Law of the Town passed under the 

Planning Act, as amended, from time to time. 
 
2.0 Administration: 
  
2.1 Interpretation: 
 

a) A word interpreted in the singular number has a corresponding meaning 
when used in the plural. 
 

b) The imperial measurements found in this By-law in brackets are provided 
for information only and are intended to be an approximate conversion of 
the metric measurements. The metric or Standard International 
measurements shall be deemed to be the standards established by this 
By-law and, wherever there is a variance between the metric or SI 
measurements and the imperial measurements, the metric or SI 
measurements shall apply. 

 
2.2 This By-law shall be administered by the Director of the Town. 

 
2.3 The Building Code shall be administered by the Chief Building Official as 

appointed by Council. 
 
2.4 Where any Sign proposed to be erected may be considered as more than one 

form of Sign permitted by this By-law or as a combination of forms of Signs and 
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/or Sign Copy permitted by this By-law, such Sign shall conform to the most 
restrictive provisions of this By-law.  
 

2.5 This By-law does not apply to a Sign that was lawfully erected and displayed on 
the day this By-law comes into force if the Sign is not substantially altered and 
the maintenance and repair of the Advertising Device or a change in the 
message or contents displayed is deemed not in itself to constitute a substantial 
alteration. 
 

2.6 The maximum height of a Sign shall be ascertained by measuring the distance 
from the level of the ground immediately below such Sign to the highest point 
thereof, provided that in the event the level of the Street or sidewalk adjacent to 
such Sign as erected is higher than the level of the ground upon which the Sign 
is erected, the height shall be measured from the level of such Street or 
sidewalk. 
 
Responsibility for compliance with this By-law: 

 
2.7 Neither the granting of a Sign Permit nor the approval of the plans, drawings, 

and specifications nor inspections made by the Town shall in any way relieve the 
Sign Owner or any other Person from full responsibility for carrying out work or 
having the work carried out in complete accordance with the requirements of this 
By-law or any other By-law applicable to the Sign.  

 
2.8 The Sign Owner is solely responsible for and pays for any damage to Persons 

or property, caused by a Sign.  
 

3.0 GENERAL PROVISIONS: 
 

3.1 No Person shall erect, install, post, display or maintain any Signs on a 
Premises within the Town except such Signs as are permitted by this By-law. 

 
3.2 Unless otherwise expressly provided in this By-law, no Person engaged in a 

Business shall erect, install, post, display or maintain or cause to be erected, 
installed, posted, displayed or maintained any Sign on any Premises except on 
the Premises upon which such Business is located and provided the written 
consent of the registered Owner of the Property is obtained. 
 

3.3 No Sign shall be erected in a parking space required under the Town’s Zoning 
By-Law.  

 
3.4 No Sign shall obstruct the view of any pedestrian or motor vehicle driver, visibility 

of warning devices, railway, traffic and municipal Street Signs or cause an 
unreasonable distraction, so as to cause an unsafe condition in the opinion of an 
Inspector under this By-law.   
 

3.5 A Sign shall display only non-electronic static copy unless otherwise permitted in 
accordance with Section 25.0 of this By-law.   
 

3.6 No Sign shall be supported entirely or partly by the roof of a building or structure, 
other than a Sign Structure, or shall project above the roof of a building or 
structure. 
 

3.7 Flashing, animated or noise emitting Signs of any size are strictly prohibited. 
 

3.8 A Sign attached or displayed on a vehicle or trailer which is parked or located for 
the primary purpose of displaying said Sign or advertisement shall be strictly 
prohibited. 
 

3.9 No Person shall erect, display or cause or permit to be erected or displayed any 
Sign at those intersections listed in accordance with Schedule A of the Regional 
Municipality of York’s Sign By-law 2015-36, as amended from time to time. 
 

3.10 Unless otherwise authorized by the bylaw, no Person shall erect, install, post, or 
otherwise display a Temporary Sign within the Town of Newmarket. 
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4.0 Requirement For Sign Permit: 
 
4.1 No Person shall erect, install, post, display or Alter any Sign on a Premises 

within the Town for which a Sign Permit is required and has not been obtained.  
 

4.2 No Person shall deviate from an approved plan, drawing, or specification for 
which a Sign Permit or building permit has been obtained, without the prior 
written permission of the Director or the Chief Building Official respectively 
and such permission may be conditional on a new Sign Permit or building permit 
being applied for and obtained.  

 
5.0 Signs Not Requiring A Sign Permit: 
 
5.1 Notwithstanding Section 4.1, a Sign Permit is not required for the following 
 Signs, but such Signs shall comply with all other requirements of this By-law: 
 

Sign type / 
Description 

Applicable 
Zones 

Provisions 

Official Signs / Public 
Safety Signs 
 

All Zones Pursuant to Section 28.0 

Incidental Sign  All Zones 
except 
Residential 

Maximum height of 0.9 metres (2.95 
ft) and shall be permitted to display 
the name or logo of a use on the lot. 
 
Shall be located on Private Property 
 

Trespassing, safety or 
other warning Sign 

All Zones 
except 
Residential 

Not exceeding 0.5m² (5.38 sq. ft.) in 
Sign Area. 
 
Illumination not permitted 
 

Residential 
Zone 

Not exceeding 0.2m² (2.15 sq. ft.)   
 
Illumination not permitted 
 

Address Sign All Zones Not exceeding 0.2 m²  (2.15 sq. ft.) 
in Sign Area 
 
Shall be located on private Property 

Flag of corporations, 
educational, religious, 
or charitable 
organizations  
 

All Zones Not more than three (3) flags per 
Premises. 
 
Each flag shall not exceed 7.62m 
(25.0 ft.) in height and shall have a 
maximum area of 2.7m2 (29.0 sq. ft.)  
 

Emblems or insignia 
of patriotic, civic, 
educational, religious 
or charitable 
organizations. 
 

 Emblems or insignia shall not 
exceed 7.62m (25.0 ft.) in height and 
shall have a maximum area of 2.7m2 
(29.0 ft2) 
 
 

Home Occupation 
Sign 

Residential 
Zone 

Maximum Sign Area of 0.2 m² (2.15 
sq. ft.) 
Maximum height of 1.5m (5ft.) 
One Sign may be erected where the 
use of the Property for any Home 
based Business complies with the 
Zoning By-Law.  
Such Sign shall be erected or 
displayed in the form of a Fascia 
Sign, Projecting Sign, or Ground 
Sign. 
Illumination not permitted. 
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Real Estate Sign  
 

All Zones Maximum Sign Area of 1.0m² (10.7 
sq. ft.) in a Residential Zone.  
For all other Zones a maximum area 
of 4.0m² (43 sq. ft.) 
 
One (1) Sign per Street Line of the 
Property on which the Sign is 
erected. 
 
Such Sign shall be removed thirty 
(30) calendar days after the 
Premises has been sold, rented, or 
leased.  
 
No Sign shall be within a Sight 
Triangle. 

Garage Sale Sign  
 

All Zones Only displayed or erected after 
5:00pm on the day immediately 
before the garage sale and must be 
removed no later than 7am on the 
day immediately following the 
garage sale; 
Maximum height 0.6m (2ft); 
Maximum width 0.6m (2ft); 
Shall be located within the 
untraveled portion of the road 
allowance, not including any centre 
median, traffic island or centre 
boulevard of a roadway; 
Minimum of 1.83m (6ft) from 
roadway 
Minimum of 0.6m (1.97ft)from 
sidewalks and driveways 
Must include the address of the 
Property where the garage sale will 
be located; 
Must include the date of the garage 
sale 
 

Open House Sign 
 

All Zones Only displayed on the day which the 
open house takes place.  
Must be in the form of an A-Frame or 
Temporary Sign. 
Minimum of 1.83 m (6ft.)from 
roadway 
Minimum of 0.6m (1.9 ft.) from 
sidewalks and driveways. 
Shall be located within the 
untraveled portion of the road 
allowance, not including any centre 
median, traffic island or centre 
boulevard of a roadway. 
Include address of Property and 
date of open house 
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Residential Contractor 
Advertising Sign  

Residential 
Zone 

Sign type: 
Must be in the form of a A-Frame 
Sign 
Must be in the form of a Temporary 
Sign 
Sign location: 
Must be located on the Property 
where the work is occurring, 
Time frame: 
Must be erected no more than seven 
(7) calendar days prior to the 
commencement of the project and 
removed seven (7) calendar days 
after the project is completed. 
 
   

Entrance Gate Sign- 
located at the 
entrance to a 
subdivision/apartment 
or condominium 
complex  

Residential 
Zone and 
Urban Centre 
Zone  

One (1) Sign per Frontage 
 
Maximum Sign Area 2.32m² (25.0 
sq. ft.) 
 
Minimum ground clearance 0.91m 
(3.0 ft.) 
 
Maximum height 7.5m (24.6 ft.) 
 

Menu Board Sign 
 

Urban Centre 
Zone and 
Commercial 
Zone 

Maximum Sign Area 4m2 (43.06 sq. 
ft.) 
 
 

Public transit or any 
Street furniture/fixture 
advertising 

All Zones As approved by the Town or Region 
 
 

Window Sign  All Zones  Shall be non-flashing 
Shall not emit sound that can be 
heard from out side 
Shall not be Animated  
 

Signs located under 
Gas station canopies 

Commercial 
Zone 

Shall be non-flashing 
Shall not emit sound 
Shall not be Animated  
 

 
5.2 Where a Sign not requiring a Sign Permit has been erected, installed, posted, 

displayed, maintained or otherwise displayed in contravention of any provision of 
this By-law, Subsection 31.2 shall apply. 

 
6.0 Sign Permit Applications: 
 
6.1 No Person shall erect, display or Alter, or cause or permit to be erected, 

displayed or altered, a Sign within the Town, unless otherwise exempted, 
without first obtaining a Sign Permit from the Director pursuant to this By-law. 
All Signs shall comply with all other applicable Town by-laws and all other 
applicable law.   

 
6.2 Every Applicant for a Sign Permit shall complete a Sign Permit application 

form as prescribed by the Town, submit all necessary plans, drawings, and 
specifications and pay all applicable fees as set out in the Fees And Charges 
By-Law.   
 
 
 
 
 

138



Appendix A - Revised Sign By-law 
2017-25 - Legislative Services Report 

Revisions to Sign By-law and standalone Election Sign By-law 
 

  
 

 
By-law 2017-xxxx 

Page 10   

6.3 Sign Permit Information 
 

All plans, drawings, and specifications accompanying a Sign Permit application 
form shall be provided in duplicate and shall meet the requirements as set out in 
the prescribed form.  

 
6.4 No Sign Permit shall be issued until approvals have been obtained, where 

applicable, from the following: 
a) The Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority, pursuant to the 

Conservation Authorities Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. C.27; 
b) The Chief Building Official pursuant to the Building Code Act, 1992;  
c) The Regional Municipality of York, pursuant to any other applicable 

regional by-laws;  
d) Newmarket Hydro; and  
e) Any other applicable governmental authority. 

 
6.5 No Sign Permit shall be issued by the Director unless the application meets all 

the requirements of this By-law and any other applicable laws or unless a 
variance has been granted pursuant to Section 33.0. 
 

6.6 No more than four (4) Sign Permits per Sign type shall be issued to a single 
Business on the Premises on which the Sign is to be displayed, in a calendar 
year.  
 

6.7 No Applicant shall submit false or misleading information or documents or make 
omissions that may mislead in connection with any application for a Sign Permit, 
detail of construction or revision thereto. 

 
6.8 The Applicant shall be responsible to comply with this By-law and the approved 

plans, drawings and specifications and to ensure that each set of plans, 
drawings, and specifications approved by the Town is identical in every respect. 
Failure to do so shall not relieve the Applicant of the responsibility for complying 
with every requirement of the By-law, should any discrepancies between the 
plans, drawings, or specifications and the erected Sign become apparent to the 
Town. 

 
6.9 Revisions may be made to the application or approved documents provided they 

do not require significant additional work by the Town.  An administration fee as 
set out in the Fees And Charges By-Law will be charged for all revisions. 

 
6.10 An application for a Sign Permit shall be deemed to have been abandoned six 

(6) months after the date of filing, unless such application has been diligently 
pursued or a Sign Permit has been issued.  

 
6.11 Sign Permit fees may be doubled if a Sign has been constructed, erected, 

installed, altered, posted, or displayed, prior to a Sign Permit being issued or 
obtained for that specific Sign.  

 
6.12 All or some of the following documentation must be provided, in duplicate, along 

with the application if required or requested: 
 

a)  Survey/Site Plan to scale, with all measurements in metric indicating 
location of proposed Signs, total Frontage of Property, all boundary 
lines, location of existing signage, all entrances and exits from 
buildings; 

b)  Property Owners Letter of Permission; 
c)  Engineered approved and stamped drawings in detail drawn to scale 

including dimensions, Sign Area, along with a final construction 
review report completed by the engineer after the Sign has been 
erected;  

d)  MTO Approval, for any Sign within 400m (1312ft) and visible from the 
404 highway; 

e)  Newmarket Hydro Approval, for Ground Signs, Billboard Signs, 
Commercial Construction Information Signs, and Subdivision 
Development Signs;    

f)  York Region Approval, for any Sign located York Region Property; 
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g)  Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority Approval for Signs 
within their jurisdiction; 

  
7.0 Expiration Of Permit: 
 
7.1 Every Sign Permit issued by the Town for the erection, display or alteration of a 

Sign expires and is null and void where the Business, product, activity or 
service to which the Sign relates ceases to operate or is no longer available at 
the Premises where the Sign is located.   
 

7.2 Notwithstanding Subsection 7.1, the following expiration periods apply: 
 

a) Sign Permits  for Inflatable Signs, and Mobile Signs shall expire 
thirty  (30) calendar days from the date of issuance; 

b) Sign Permits for Portable Signs shall expire one (1) calendar year 
from the date of issuance; 

c) Sign Permits for Billboard Signs shall expire five (5) years from the 
date of issuance. 

 
7.3 Where a Sign Permit has expired, the Sign Owner shall immediately remove 

the Sign from the Premises. 
 

7.4 Where a new Business is using the Sign Structure from a previous Business, 
the new Business is required to get a permit. For greater clarification, a lens 
change, from one Business to another, in a Fascia Sign or Ground Sign 
requires a Sign Permit.   

 
8.0 Transfer Of Permit: 
 
8.1 A Sign Permit is non-transferrable from one Business location to another. 

 
9.0 Revocation Of Permit: 
 
9.1 A Sign Permit may be revoked by the Town where:  

 
a) the Sign does not conform to this By-law and amendments thereto;  
b) the Sign does not conform to any regulation, law or requirements of 

any governmental authority having jurisdiction over the area where the 
Sign is situated;  

c) the Sign Permit has been issued as the result of false, mistaken, 
incorrect, or misleading statements, or undertakings in the application;  

d) the erection, display or alteration of the Sign authorized by the Sign 
Permit has not, in the opinion of the Director, been seriously 
commenced within six months of the date of issuance of the Sign 
Permit; 

e) an order has been issued and the Sign has not been brought into 
compliance with the by-law within forty-eight (48) hours, or; 

f) any fees applicable to the Sign under the Fees And Charges By-Law  
have not been paid; 

g) the Sign Permit was issued on the basis of a variance issued under 
Section 33.0 with conditions and there has not been compliance with a 
condition imposed, or a condition has been breached; or 

h) the Sign Permit has been issued in error by the Town.  
 
10.0 Maintenance: 
 
10.1 The Sign Owner shall maintain, or ensure that such Sign is maintained in a 

proper state of repair so that such Sign: 
 

a)  is fully operative at all times;  
b) in compliance with any approved plans, drawings, and specifications; 

and 
 
c)  does not become unsightly, unsafe or damaged. 
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10.2 Maintenance or repairs using Material identical to the Materials of the 
component being maintained or repaired for the continuance of the Business 
does not constitute an alteration so as to require a Sign Permit to be issued. 
 

11.0 Location: 
 
11.1 No Sign shall be erected, placed, or permitted to stand on or overhang public 

Property, including sidewalks or boulevards, except as hereinafter expressly 
provided for Hoarding Signs, Projecting Signs and Real Estate Signs. 
 

11.2 Notwithstanding any of the provisions of this By-law, no Person shall erect, 
install, post, or otherwise display any Sign on any tree, post, pole, light standard, 
fence, with the exception of Hoarding Sign, on any Property owned by or under 
the jurisdiction of the Town, without the prior written consent of the Town. 
 

11.3 No Sign other than a Fascia Sign shall: 
 

a)  be permitted within 10.67 metres (35.0 feet) of a traffic light;  
b)  be erected upon or supported by a parapet; or, 
c)  be erected upon or supported by a firewall or its parapet. 

 
11.4 No Sign shall be located upon any building as to obstruct any window, door, roof 

access hatch, skylight or fire escape so as to prevent the free access of 
firefighters to any part of the building at any time. 
 

11.5 All Signs erected or displayed shall be located a minimum of 1.83 metres (6.0 ft) 
away from the face of the curb or edge of pavement of a roadway, and where 
there is a sidewalk, not within 0.6 metres (1.97 ft) of such sidewalk, except for a 
Portable Sign located in the Historic Downtown Urban Centre Zone or 
Downtown Urban Centre Zone. 
 

11.6 Notwithstanding any of the provisions of this By-law, no Person shall erect, 
install, post, or otherwise display any Sign on any tree, post, pole, light standard, 
or fence, with the exception of Hoarding Signs and flags on flagpoles, located 
on private Property. 

 
12.0 Strength Of Buildings: 
 

No Sign shall be erected on any building unless such building has been 
designed by a Professional Engineer to carry the additional dead and wind loads 
due to the erection of such Sign. 

 
13.0 Sign Materials: 
 
13.1 Every Sign attached to the exterior wall of a building shall be safely and securely 

anchored thereto by means of approved metal anchors, bolts, chains, wire ropes, 
or steel rods. No wooden blocks or anchorage with wood used in connection with 
screws or nails shall be considered proper anchorage except in the case of 
Signs attached to buildings with walls of wood.  Staples, nails or holdfasts driven 
into masonry walls shall not be considered proper support or anchorage for 
Signs.  No Sign shall be supported in any manner by an unbraced parapet wall, 
except as provided for in Subsection 11.3 b) of this By-law. 
 

13.2 Notwithstanding Subsections 13.3, 13.4 and 13.5, all Ground Signs, Billboard 
Signs, Fascia Signs and Projecting Signs and the Sign Structure shall be 
constructed entirely of metal or other non-combustible Materials. 
 

13.3 Notwithstanding Subsection 13.2 thereof, Ground Signs constructed wholly or 
partly of combustible Materials may be erected in the Downtown Urban Centre 
Zone and Historic Downtown Urban Centre Zone provided that such Signs shall 
not exceed a height of 3.66 metres (12.0 feet), measured from the level of the 
ground immediately below such Sign to the highest point thereof. 
 

13.4 Notwithstanding Subsection 13.2 thereof, Fascia Signs constructed wholly or 
partly of combustible Materials may be erected in the Downtown Urban Centre 
Zone and Historic Downtown Urban Centre Zone provided that such Signs are 
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not located within 0.61 metres (2.0 feet) of any window above the first storey or 
within 0.91 metres (3.0 feet) of any fire escape or exit. 
 

13.5 Notwithstanding Subsection 13.2 thereof, Projecting Signs constructed wholly 
or partly of combustible Materials may be erected in the Downtown Urban 
Centre Zone and Historic Downtown Urban Centre Zone. 

 
13.6 Notwithstanding any other provisions of this By-law, approved plastics may be 

used as facing Material and as letters and decorations on Signs subject to the 
following limitations and regulations:  

 
a) All parts of the Sign other than the letters and decorations shall be 

made from non-combustible Materials, the area of the display surface 
or facing which may be occupied or covered by  letters and 
decorations may be made from or faced with approved plastics.  
 

b) If plastics are employed in any part of a Sign the finished plastic unit 
shall be identified either with the Material manufacturer’s trade name, 
or with the common name of the plastic Material. 

 
14.0 Illumination: 
 
14.1 Illuminated Signs shall be designed, erected and operated so that the light from 

such Signs does not project onto any adjacent Premises. 
 

14.2 Electric illumination shall be installed in accordance with the requirements of 
Newmarket Hydro.  

 
14.3 External lighting shall be limited to the following: 

 
a) open hooded spotlights, which are a traditional form of lighting; 
b) lighting recessed in an architectural feature adjacent to the Sign;  
c) lights concealed behind relief lettering that illuminates individual letters 

in silhouettes against the background panel; or 
d) spot lighting positioned below the Sign and shining upward. 

 
In all cases lamps shall be designed to be visually unobtrusive, which 
determination shall be made by the Director. 
 

15.0 Sign And Zone Specific Regulations: 
 
In addition to the requirements to obtain a Sign Permit under Section 6.0, Signs 
shall comply with the applicable Sign type restrictions under Sections 16.0 
through to 29.0 inclusive.  
 

16.0 Ground Signs: 
 

  
  

Required 
Zoning  

# of 
Signs 

Frontage Maximum 
Sign Area 

Maximum 
Height 

Minimum 
Ground 
Clearance 

Illumination 

Class A 
1, 2 

Commercial 
 
Employment 
 
Urban 
Centre* 

1 Less than 
243.84m  
(800 ft.) 

27.87m² 
(300 sq. 
ft.) 

7.5m  
(24.6 ft.)  

0.91m  
(3.0 ft.) 

Permitted in 
accordance 
with 
Subsections 
14.1 and 
14.2 
 
Electronic 
Changeable 
Copy 
permitted in 
accordance 
with Section 
25.0 as 
applicable 

2 243.84m 
(800 ft.) 
or more 

46.45m² 
(500 sq. 
ft.) 

10.67m 
(35.0 ft) 

Class B 
1,2, 3 
 

Downtown 
Urban 
Centre 
 
Historic 
Downtown 
Urban 
Centre 

1  2.32m² 
(25.0 sq. 
ft.) 

7.5m  
(24.6 ft.) 

0.91m  
(3.0 ft.) 

Class Institutional  1  2.32m² 7.5m  0.91m  
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C1,2 (25.0 sq. 
ft.) 

(24.6 ft.) (3.0 ft.) 

Class D1, 

2 
Open Space 
 
Golf Course 

1  13.94m² 
(150 sq. 
ft.) 

7.5m  
(24.6 ft.) 

0.91m  
(3.0 ft.) 

Not 
Permitted 

Menu 
Board 
Sign  
 
  

Commercial 
 
Urban 
Centre 

1 
Menu 
Board 
Sign 

 4.0 m²  
(43 sq. ft.) 

2.5 m 
(6.5 ft ) 

 Permitted in 
accordance 
with 
Subsections 
14.1 and 
14.2 

1 
Pre 
Menu 
Board 

2.0 m² 
(21.5 sq. 
ft.) 

2.5 m 
( 6.5 ft ) 

1Ground Signs, and their structural members shall be constructed entirely of metal or other non-
combustible Materials.   
2Ground Signs shall not be located within 0.6m (2.0ft) of a Property line.  
3Ground Signs which are located in the Downtown Urban Centre and Historic Downtown Urban 
Centre Zones may be constructed in whole or in part of combustible Materials, provided that such 
Signs do not exceed a height of 3.66 metres (12.0 feet), measured from the level of the ground, 
immediately below such Sign, to the highest point thereof.   
* Excluding Downtown Urban Centre Zone or Historic Downtown Urban Centre Zone 
 
16.1 Billboard Signs: 
 

  
  

Required 
Zoning  

# of 
Signs 

Frontage Maximum 
Sign Area 

Maximum 
Height 

Minimum 
Ground 
Clearance 

Illumination 

Billboard  
Sign1,2 

Commercial  
 
Employment 
 
Urban 
Centre*  

1 
 
 
 

Less 
than 
300.0m 
(984.0ft) 

18.58m² 
(200 sq. 
ft.) 
 
 
 
Per Sign 
Face 

7.5m 
(24.6 ft.)  

3.05m 
(10.0 ft.) 

Electronic 
Changeable 
Copy 
permitted in 
accordance 
with Section 
25.0 as 
applicable 

2 300.0m 
(984.0ft) 
or more 
 

1Billboard Signs and their structural members shall be constructed entirely of metal or other non-
combustible Materials. 

2Subject to separation distances set out in Subsections 16.2 and 16.3 
* Excluding Downtown Urban Centre Zone or Historic Downtown Urban Centre Zone 

 
16.2  No Person shall erect, locate or display a Billboard Sign: 

 
a) on the same Property as a Mobile Sign; 
b) within a radius of 300.0 metres (984ft) of any other Billboard Sign or 

15.0 metres (49.2ft) of any Ground Sign; 
c) on Property other than Property within an Urban Centre Zone, 

Commercial Zone or Employment Zone; 
d) on any Property on which another Billboard Sign has been erected 

or for which a Sign Permit has been issued for a Billboard Sign 
under this by-law, except where the Property has a Frontage greater 
than 300.0 metres (984ft); or  

e) within 200 metres (656ft) of any of the following: 
i) any Property within a Residential Zone or legally used for 

Residential purposes; or 
ii) any Property which is used for a school or park, or any 

Property which is designated under Part IV or Part V of 
the Ontario Heritage Act. 

 
16.3 No Billboard Sign shall be located any closer to the edge of the road allowance 

than the following: 
 

a) 4.0m (13.1ft) from the edge of the road allowance; or 
b) 1.5m (4.9ft) from any Property line. 
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16.4 Billboard Signs displaying Electronic Changeable Copy or Mechanical Copy 

shall be subject to the applicable provisions contained in Section 25.0. 
 
16.5 A Billboard Sign shall not contain or use more than two visible faces for 
 advertising purposes. 
 
16.6 A Billboard Sign may be illuminated but shall not be otherwise electrically 
 animated, have any moving parts or Animated message changes. 
 
16.7 Notwithstanding Subsection 3.2, a Billboard Sign may contain third party  
          content subject to the appropriate Sign Permit being obtained.   
 
17.0 Fascia Signs: 
 

 Required 
Zoning  

 Maximum 
Sign 
Area 

Maximum 
Height 

Minimum 
Ground 
Clearance 

Illumination 

Class A 
1, 2  *** 

Commercial 
 
Employment 
 
Urban 
Centre* 

All 23.22m² 
(250.0 sq. 
ft.) 

 2.44m 
(8.0ft.) 
above 
adjoining 
grade 

Permitted in 
accordance with 
Subsections 14.1 and 
14.2 
 
Electronic 
Changeable Copy 
permitted in 
accordance with 
Section 25.0 as 
applicable 

Corner 
Building 

27.87 m² 
(300.0 sq. 
ft.) 

 

Class B 
1, 3   *** 
 

Downtown 
Urban 
Centre*  
 
Historic 
Downtown 
Urban 
Centre* 

All 23.22m² 
(250.0 sq. 
ft.) 

 2.44m 
(8.0ft.) 
above 
adjoining 
grade 

Permitted in 
accordance with 
Subsections 14.1 and 
14.2 Corner 

Building 
27.87 m² 
(300.0 sq. 
ft.) 

 

Class C 
1, 2  *** 

Institutional 
and all other 
Zones  ** 
 
 

 2.32 m² 
(25.0 sq. 
ft.) 

 2.44m 
(8.0ft.) 
above 
adjoining 
grade 

Permitted in 
accordance with 
Subsections 14.1 and 
14.2 

1Fascia Signs shall not be erected to extend above the top of the wall nor extend beyond the ends of 
the wall to which they are attached. 
2No portion of a Fascia Sign shall project more than 20.32 cm (8.0 inches) from the face of the wall 
for Signs located over private Property.  
3Fascia Signs placed on the wall of a building within the Historic Downtown Urban Centre Zone shall 
be permitted to encroach to a maximum of 0.61 metres (2.0 feet) beyond the main walls of a building.  
* Excluding Downtown Urban Centre Zone or Historic Downtown Urban Centre Zone 
** excluding Residential Zones 
*** Mural Signs must form part of  the overall area of the Mural 

 
18.0 Projecting Signs: 
 

 Required 
Zoning  

# of 
Signs 

Maximum 
Sign Area 

Maximum 
Height 

Minimum 
Ground 
Clearance 

Illumination 

Class A 1 Commercial 
 
Employment 
 
Urban 
Centre* 

1 per 
Business
** 

23.23 m² 
(250.0 sq. 
ft.) 

 2.44m 
(8.0ft.) 
above 
adjoining 
grade 

Electronic 
Changeable 
Copy permitted in 
accordance with 
Section 25.0 as 
applicable 
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Class B1,2 
 

Downtown 
Urban 
Centre 
 
Historic  
Downtown 
Urban 
Centre 

1 per 
Business
** 

23.23 m² 
(250.0 sq. 
ft.) 

 2.44m 
(8.0ft.) 
above 
adjoining 
grade 

 

Awning Signs shall be deemed to be Projecting Signs and shall be permitted to encroach to a 
maximum of 0.61 metres (2.0 feet) beyond the main walls of a building and shall be subject to the 
above provisions.   
1projecting Signs shall not project above the roof level in Shopping Centres  
2 Projecting Signs placed on the wall of a building within the Historic Downtown Urban Centre Zone 
shall be permitted to encroach to a maximum of 0.61 metres (2.0 feet) beyond the main walls of a 
building 
3 The Maximum Sign Area shall apply to the Sign Copy of an Awning Sign, not the Sign Face or 
Sign Structure.    
* Excluding Downtown Urban Centre Zone or Historic Downtown Urban Centre Zone 
** Excluding Awning Signs 

  
19.0 Mobile Signs And Portable Signs: 

 
19.1 Every Mobile Sign and Portable Sign erected or installed pursuant to this By-

law shall: 
 

a) not be located closer than 4.57 metres (15.0 feet) from the intersection 
of a driveway with a Street Line or the intersection of two Street Lines 
or 0.91 metres (3.0 feet) from any municipal sidewalk, provided that 
where the lot abuts a regional road or provincial highway, the Sign 
shall be set back such distance from such road or highway as 
determined by the appropriate road authority provided such distance is 
not less than 4.57 metres (15.0 feet); 

b) not be located closer than 4.57 metres (15.0 feet) from the limits of a 
driveway entrance as delineated by pavement markings, driveway 
islands or driveway curbs or any combination thereof; 

c) not occupy a parking space within a Parking Lot or Parking Area; 
and, 

d) only advertise the Business to which the Sign Permit was issued. 
 

 Required 
Zoning  

Maximum # of 
Signs 

Maximum 
Sign Area 

Maximum 
Dimensions 

Illumination Permit 
Length 

Mobile 
Signs 
1,2,3,4,5,6 

Commercial 
 
Employment 
 
Urban 
Centre* 
 
 

Total Portable 
Sign, and 
Mobile Sign 
combined 
restriction by 
Frontage (Per 
Premises): 
Frontage              
# 
0.3-60.96m          
(1.0-200.0 ft.) 
6 
 
61.26-152.4 m     
(201.0-500.0 ft.) 
9 
 
152.7-304.8 m    
(501.0-1000.0 
ft.) 12 
 
304.8 m +           
(1001.0 ft. +) 15 

4.46 m² 
(48.0 sq. 
ft.) 

Including 
supporting 
structure 
2.44m  
(8.0 ft.)  
 

Not 
permitted 

30 
calendar 
days  
 

Portable 
Signs5,6,7,8

, 9,10 

 

Class A 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Class B 

Commercial 
 
Employment 
 
Urban 
Centre* 

1.86m² 
(20.0 sq. 
ft.) 

1.52m  
(5.0 ft.) in 
height  
 
1.22m 
(4.0ft.) in 
width 

Not 
permitted 

One (1) 
Calendar 
Year 
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Downtown 
Urban 
Centre 
 
Historic 
Downtown 
Urban 
Centre  

 One (1) per 
Business 

0.56 m2  
(6 sq. ft.) 

0.91 m  
(3 ft.) in 
height 
 
0.61m 
(2 ft.) in 
width 

Not 
permitted 

One (1) 
Calendar 
Year 

1Mobile Signs shall display the name and telephone number of the Sign Owner in a visible location 
on the Sign.  
2Mobile Signs shall only advertise the Business to which the Sign Permit was issued.  
 

3Mobile Signs shall be comprised of a black background, within a black frame,  all letters or other 
writings or markings shall be white and photographic images or logos may be in full colour  
4Mobile Signs shall not be located on the same Property as a Billboard Sign  
5Sign Permits for Mobile Signs and Portable Signs shall be subject to the conditions under 
Subsection 7.2 
6 Within the Frontage limits provided above, each Business shall be restricted to the use of one (1) 
Portable Sign or one (1) Mobile Sign per Business Premises on which the Business is located at 
any one time. 
7Portable Signs shall not be placed earlier than one (1) hour before the posted hour for the opening 
of the Business to which it is related and shall be removed within one (1) hour after the posted hour 
of the closing of the Business to which it is related each day. Excluding Advertising Flag Signs. 
8A Portable Sign located in the Historic Downtown Urban Centre Zone or Downtown Urban Centre 
Zone may be placed on the municipal sidewalk in front of the Business and can be permitted to 
encroach a maximum of 0.61 meters (2.0 feet) from the main wall of the building facing the Street.  
9Advertising Flag Signs shall not be used in the Historic Downtown Urban Centre Zone or Downtown 
Urban Centre Zone 
10  Advertising Flag Signs shall not exceed 3.36 meters (11.0 feet) in height  
* Excluding Downtown Urban Centre Zone or Historic Downtown Urban Centre Zone 

 
20.0 Banners: 

 
 Required 

Zoning  
# of 
Signs 

Maximum 
Sign 
Area 

Maximum 
Height 

Location Illumination 

Banners Commercial 
 
Employment 
 
Urban 
Centre* 

1 per 
Business 

6.0 m² 
(64.58 sq. 
ft.) 

1.0m  
(3.28ft) 

Banners shall 
only be displayed 
on the first storey 
of a building. In 
the case of a 
Seasonal 
Business, 
Banners are 
permitted on a 
fence around the 
Seasonal 
Business, or on 
an associated 
trailer, shipping 
container or sales 
office.    

Not 
permitted 

The Banner shall only refer to the Business to which the Sign Permit was issued. 
Banners shall be permitted for display once a year, with the exception that a Seasonal Business 
which can display twice per year, per Business to advertise a grand opening or promotional event, for 
a period of thirty (30) calendar days.  
Banners shall not be erected or displayed to obstruct or interfere with the free use of any fire escape, 
exit or standpipe.  
* Excluding Downtown Urban Centre Zone or Historic Downtown Urban Centre Zone 
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21.0 Signs Incidental To Construction: 
 
Commercial Construction Information Signs 

 
21.1 A Commercial Construction Information Sign shall be removed when one 

hundred percent (100%) of the units being advertised have been sold. 
 
Hoarding Signs 
 
21.2 Prior to a Sign Permit being issued for a Hoarding Sign, the Applicant shall 

provide a certificate confirming to the Town that a minimum of $5,000,000.00 of 
valid comprehensive general liability insurance is in effect and that the Town is 
named as an additional insured. 

 
 Required 

Zoning  
Maximum 
Number 

Maximum 
Sign Area 

Maximum 
Height 

Location 

Commercial 
Construction 
Information 
Signs1,2, 3 

 

Class A 
 
 

Commercial  
 
Employment 
 
Institutional 
 
Urban 
Centre*  

 27.87m² 
(300 sq. ft.) 
 

7.5m 
(24.6ft) 

Minimum separation 
distance between 
Commercial 
Construction 
Information Signs 
100.0m (328.08ft) 

Class B1,2,3 Downtown 
Urban 
Centre 
 
Historic 
Downtown 
Urban 
Centre 

 10.0m²  
(107.64 sq. 
ft.) 
 

  

Hoarding 
Signs4,5,6,7  

All Zones   Combined 
height of 
constructio
n hoarding 
and 
signage 
3.08m  
(10.0ft)  
 

 

1A Commercial Construction Information Sign shall not be erected until the development being 
advertised has been draft approved by Town planning staff.  
2A Commercial Construction Information Sign shall be located within the development that it 
advertises.  
3Any Person may erect one non-illuminated Commercial Construction Information Sign, for a 
period not exceeding three (3) months or until the permanent Ground Sign is erected, whichever shall 
first occur. 
4Hoarding Signs shall only be permitted where the Owner has entered into an agreement with the 
Town which authorizes the construction hoarding and where the Owner  has obtained a Sign Permit 
5A maximum of sixty percent (60%) of the construction hoarding area shall be permitted to display 
signage and advertising materials.  
6Hoarding Signs shall only be composed of signage and advertising material specific to the 
development of the site and not the Owner’s or Developer’s Business in general 
7Hoarding Signs shall not incorporate any Electronic Changeable Copy or Mechanical Copy.  
* Excluding Downtown Urban Centre Zone or Historic Downtown Urban Centre Zone 

 
22.0 New Home Development Signs: 
  
22.1 No Person shall place or locate a New Home Development Sign: 

 
a) within a Sight Triangle, on a median or any other location on a Street 

that obstructs a sight line or otherwise interferes with Street 
maintenance, or impedes the movement of pedestrian or vehicular 
traffic, or otherwise creates a hazard; 

147



Appendix A - Revised Sign By-law 
2017-25 - Legislative Services Report 

Revisions to Sign By-law and standalone Election Sign By-law 
 

  
 

 
By-law 2017-xxxx 

Page 19   

b) closer than 10.0 metres (32.8 feet) to a transit stop; 
c) closer than 5.0 metres (16.4 feet) to a driveway intersection with a 

Street Line; or 
d) within 1.0 metre (3.2 feet) of any municipal sidewalk. 

 
22.2 No Person shall place or locate a New Home Development Sign on a   
           Street  before 7:00 p.m. on a Friday and all such Signs shall be  
           removed no later than 6:00 a.m. of the immediately following Monday,  
          provided that where a Friday or  Monday is a statutory holiday, the hours  
          shall be extended only to the extent necessary to include the statutory  
          holiday. 
 
22.3 Prior to a Sign Permit being issued for a New Home Development Sign, the 

Applicant shall provide a certificate confirming to the Town that a minimum of 
$5,000,000.00 of valid comprehensive general liability insurance is in effect and 
that the Town is named as an additional insured. 

 
22.4 Where a Builder has erected a sales office or a model home(s) within a New 

Home Development, such Builder may place one Model Home Ground Sign, 
not exceeding 1.12 m2 (12.0 sq. ft.), on each residential lot or proposed 
residential lot intended for private ownership, upon which such model home or 
sales office is located.  For greater certainty, no such Model Home Ground Sign 
may be located on any lands which are to be conveyed to the Town or which 
may form part of a municipal road allowance. 

 Required 
Zoning 

Maximum 
Number 

Maximum 
Sign Area 

Maximum 
Height 

Location 

New Home 
Development 
Sign 
 
 

 Each 
Builder 
limited to ten 
(10) New 
Home 
Developme
nt Signs per 
project 

No more than 
two (2) Sign 
Faces each 
Sign Face 
with a 
maximum area 
of 1.86m² 
(20.0 sq. ft.)  

1.52m (5.0 
ft.) 

May be placed on a 
Street subject to the 
requirements of 
Section 22.0 

Subdivision 
Development 
Sign1, 3 

Residential 
Zone 

 Three (3) 20.0m²  
(215 sq. ft.) 
  
 

7.5m  
24.6ft 

Shall be located 
within the 
development that the 
Sign advertises; 
Minimum separation 
distance between 
each Subdivision 
Development Sign 
of 300m (984.3ft)  

Model Home 
Ground Sign2 

 

Model 
Home/Sale
s Centre 

One (1) per 
residential 
lot or 
proposed 
residential 
lot intended 
for private 
ownership, 
upon which 
a model 
home/sales 
office is 
located.  

1.12m² 
(12 sq. ft.) 

  

New Home Development Signs shall be limited to two (2) corners of a Street intersection and a 
maximum of five (5) in total for each corner of the two (2) corners of the Street intersection.  
Each Builder shall be limited to two (2) Signs in total for each Street intersection 
1 Subdivision Development Signs shall be removed when one hundred percent (100%) of the units 
bring advertised have been sold 

2No such Model Home Ground Signs may be located on any lands which are to be conveyed to the 
Town or which may form part of a municipal road allowance. 
3A Subdivision Development Sign shall not be erected until the development being advertised has 
been draft approved by Town planning staff. 
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23.0 Inflatable Signs: 
 
23.1 No Person shall place or locate an Inflatable Sign: 

 
a) within 3.0 m (9.8 ft.) of any Property line; 
b) within 3.0 m (9.8 ft.) of any driveway entrance and exit; 
c) within 10.0 m (32.8 ft.) of any Ground Sign or Mobile Sign on the same 

Property or abutting Property; 
d) within 92.0 m (301.0 ft.) of a residential Property, measured in a straight 

line; or 
e) within 50.0 m (164.0 ft) of a traffic light standard.  

 
23.2 Inflatable Signs shall not be erected or displayed on a roof. 
 
23.3 One Inflatable Sign shall be permitted for each Property at any one time.   

 
23.4 Before being issued a Sign Permit for an Inflatable Sign, the Applicant shall 

provide confirmation to the Town that a minimum of $2,000,000.00 of valid 
comprehensive general insurance is in effect and proof of insurance showing the 
Town has been named as an additional insured. 
 

23.5 All Inflatable Signs shall be properly secured to the satisfaction of the   
Town. 
 

23.6 Power cords and/or supporting devices for Inflatable Signs shall not be placed 
on or over Parking Areas, Parking Lots or pedestrian areas.   

 

 
24.0 Temporary Signs: 
 
24.1 Temporary Signs erected or displayed pursuant to this By-law shall have a 
 maximum Sign Face area of 0.37 square meters (4 sq. ft.) per Sign Face, if 
 used as a Non-Profit Sign. 
 
24.2 Notwithstanding Section 3.10 Temporary Signs shall be permitted for use as 
 Open House Signs, residential contractor Signs, and a Non-Profit Signs as set 
 out in Section 5.0 and Section 26.0 respectively. 
 
24.3 Notwithstanding Section 3.10 Temporary Signs shall be permitted for use as an 
 Election Sign, regulations for such Signs shall be found under the Town 
 of Newmarket Election Sign By-law, as amended, from time to time. 
  
25.0 Electronic Changeable Copy And Mechanical Copy:  
 
25.1 Electronic Changeable Copy and Mechanical Copy may be incorporated as a 

component into any Ground Sign up to a maximum of 60% of the Sign Area, 
100% of the Sign Area of a Billboard Sign and 100% of the Sign Area of a 
Fascia Sign or Projecting Sign in a Commercial, Employment, Institutional, 
or Urban Centre Zone provided a Sign Permit is received from the Director and 
the Sign meets the Sign specific requirements under this By-law.   

 
25.2 For the purposes of this section, Urban Centre Zone shall not include the 

Historic Downtown Urban Centre Zone or the Downtown Urban Centre Zone.     

 Required 
Zoning 

Maximum 
Number 

Maximum 
Sign Area 

Dimensions Minimum 
Frontage 

Permit 
Length 

Inflatable 
Signs  

Commercial  
 
Employment 
 
Institutional 
 
Urban Centre  

One (1) 
Sign per 
Premises 
 
 

42.0 m² 
(451.85 
sq. ft.) 
 

Maximum 
Height: 7.0 m  
(22.96 ft.) 
 
Maximum 
Width: 6.0m  
(19.68 ft.) 
 

15.0m 
(49.0 ft.) 

30 calendar 
days 

Inflatable Signs shall only advertise the Business to which the Sign Permit was issued. 
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25.3 Where a Sign is permitted to display Electronic Changeable Copy or 

Mechanical Copy:  
a) the Sign must comply with Section 25.0 of this By-law;  
b) the Sign must be located a minimum of 30.48 metres (100.0 feet) 

away from a Residential Zone;  
c) the transition effects shall ensure a near instantaneous change 

between messages and shall not include effects that have the 
appearance of moving text or images;  

d) the Sign must not be within 15.24 metres (50.0 feet) of another Sign 
displaying Electronic Changeable Copy or Mechanical Copy;  

e) the Sign shall not be located within 22.86 metres (75.0 feet) of a 
Street intersection or traffic light; 

f) the Sign shall be erected in a manner so as not to be visible from a 
contiguous Residential Zone; and 

g) the brightness level must be lowered in accordance with ambient light 
conditions between the hours of 12:00 a.m. and 5:00 a.m. 

 
25.4  Signs displaying Electronic Changeable Copy shall have a maximum transition 

time of one (1) second between static image displays and the changing of the 
Sign Copy shall not occur at intervals of less than six (6) seconds. 

 
25.5 Where Signs display scrolling Electronic Changeable Copy or Mechanical  
          Copy,  the Sign Copy shall not revolve at a rate faster than eight (8)   
          revolutions per minute.  
  
25.6 All Signs displaying Electronic Changeable Copy shall come equipped with 
 automatic dimming technology which automatically adjusts the Sign’s  
           brightness in direct correlation with ambient light conditions.  
 
25.7 Electric illumination only is permitted in accordance with Subsection 14.1 and 

14.2 and shall be installed in accordance with the requirements of Newmarket 
Hydro.  

 
26.0 Non-Profit Signs: 

 
26.1 A Non-Profit Sign shall only be located, erected or displayed on private  
           Property save and except for the public Property as set out in Subsection 26.2   
 
26.2 Subject to approval of the Director, a Non-Profit Sign may be located, erected, 
 or displayed on the Property of Town facilities or Property owned and 
 controlled by  the Town provided that the Non-Profit Sign does not in any way 
 interfere with any Signs or other notices posted by the Corporation.   
 
26.3 A Sign Permit for a Non-Profit Sign shall be issued and valid for a maximum of 

twenty-one (21) calendar days prior to the fundraising event or charitable activity. 
 
26.4 A Non-Profit Sign shall: 

 
a) be in the form of a Temporary Sign or Portable Sign  or Mobile 

Signs according to the provisions contained in this By-law; 
b) have a maximum of two (2) faces; and 
c) be erected no sooner than twenty-one (21) calendar days prior to, and 

removed no later than forty-eight (48) hours after, the fundraising event 
or charitable activity. 

 
26.5 Before being issued a Sign Permit for a Non-Profit Sign, the Applicant shall 

provide confirmation to the Town that a minimum of $3,000,000.00 of valid 
comprehensive general insurance is in effect and proof of insurance showing the 
Town has been named as an additional insured if the Sign is to be located on 
Town Property. 

 
26.6 A non-profit organization shall be permitted to erect or display up to fifty (50) 

 Temporary Signs or ten (10) Portable Signs or five (5) Mobile Signs or a 
combination thereof, determined by the Director, on private Property within the 
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Town. Such Temporary Signs or Portable Signs or Mobile Signs shall be 
displayed in a manner that is consistent with the provisions of this by-law.  

 
26.7 Prior to issuing a Sign Permit the Director may request appropriate 

documentation confirming the status of a non-profit organization or charitable 
organization.   

 
26.8  The Sign Permit fees for Portable Signs, Mobile Signs, and Temporary 
 Signs, as set  out in the Fees And Charges By-Law shall be waived for Non-
 Profit Signs.   
 
27.0 Presumption: 
 
27.1   Where a Sign is erected or displayed in contravention of any provision of this 

bylaw, any Person named on the Sign shall be presumed to have been the 
Person who erected or displayed the Sign, which presumption may be rebutted 
by evidence to the contrary on a balance of probabilities. 

 
27.2   Where a Sign is erected or displayed in contravention of any provision of this 

bylaw, and the Sign has no Person’s name on it, but a telephone number 
appears on the Sign, any Person to whom the telephone number is listed in a 
telephone directory, including any internet directory, shall be presumed to have 
been the Person who erected or displayed the Sign, which presumption may be 
rebutted by evidence to the contrary on a balance of probabilities. 

 
27.3   Where a Sign is erected or displayed by a corporation in contravention of any 

provision of this bylaw, the directors and officers of the corporation shall be 
presumed to have knowingly concurred in the erection or display of the Sign in 
contravention of this bylaw, which presumption may be rebutted by evidence to 
the contrary on a balance of probabilities. 

 
27.4   Where an Inspector has reasonable grounds to believe that an offence has been 

committed by any Person, the Inspector may require the name, address and 
proof of identity of that Person, and the Person shall supply the required 
information. 

 
28.0 Exemptions: 
 

This By-law shall not apply to any Sign or any other Advertising Device erected 
for government or other public purposes by the Town, the Regional Municipality 
of York, or any Provincial or Federal governmental authority. 
 
This By-law also does not apply to Signs within a building except for Window 
Signs.  

 
29.0 Fees: 
 
 Fees shall be paid upon submission of an application for a Sign Permit as  
           set out in the Fees And Charges By-Law. 
 
 
30.0 Power Of Entry: 
 
30.1 The Town may enter onto a Property at any reasonable time for the purpose of 

carrying out an inspection to determine whether or not the following are being 
complied with: 

 
(a)  the provisions of this By-law; 

 
(b)  an Order issued under this By-law; or 

 
(c)  an Order made under Section 431 of the Act. 
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30.2 Where an inspection is conducted by the Town, the Person conducting the 
 inspection may: 
 

(a) require the production of documents or relevant items for inspection;  
 

(b) inspect and remove documents or things relevant to the inspection for the 
purpose of making copies and extracts;  

 
(c) require information from any Person concerning a matter related to the 

inspection including their name, address, phone number and 
identification; and, 

 
(d) alone or in conjunction with a Person possessing special or expert 

knowledge, make examinations or take tests, samples or photographs 
necessary for the purpose of inspection. 

 
30.3 The Town may undertake an inspection pursuant to an Order issued under 

Section 438 of the Act. 
 

30.4 The Town’s power of entry may be exercised by an employee, Inspector or 
agent of the Town or by a member of a police force with jurisdiction, as well by 
any Person under his or her direction. 

 
31.0 Removal Of Signs And Enforcement: 

 
31.1 When a Sign is erected, displayed, altered, repaired, or is not maintained, in 

contravention of the provisions of this By-law, such Sign may be removed 
immediately, by the Town, without notice, if located on, over, partly on, or partly 
over, Property owned by or under the jurisdiction of the Town at the expense of 
the Sign Owner, and under Section 446 of the Act, the Town may recover the 
costs by adding the cost to the tax roll and collecting in the same as taxes.  

 
31.2 Where a Sign not requiring a Sign Permit is erected, displayed, altered, 

repaired, or maintained in contravention of the provisions of this By-law, the 
Director may notify or order the Sign Owner to repair, remove or to bring the 
Sign into compliance with the provisions of this By-law. Where such Sign Owner 
fails to bring the Sign into compliance, the Director may remove the Sign and 
charge the Sign Owner a fee as set out in the Fees And Charges By-Law.   
 

31.3 When a Sign is erected, displayed, altered, repaired, or maintained in 
contravention of the provisions of this By-law, the Director may issue an order to 
any Person who: 

 
a)  has erected, displayed, altered or caused or permitted to be erected, 

displayed or altered, a Sign on private Property for which a Sign Permit 
has not been obtained where such Sign Permit is required under the 
provisions of this By-law; or 

 
b)  having obtained a Sign Permit, has erected or altered, or caused or 

permitted to be erected or altered, a Sign on private Property contrary to 
the Sign Permit issued. 

   
31.4 The order shall require the Sign to be brought into compliance with this By-law 

within a timeframe of not less than fourteen (14) calendar days and shall include 
reasonable particulars to identify the contravention, the location of the 
contravention and the date by which the Sign must be brought into compliance 
with the By-law.   
 

31.5 The order shall be served personally on the Sign Owner, or posted at the 
address of the Business to which the Sign relates and/or the address supplied 
on the Sign Permit application, or sent by registered mail to the last known 
address of the Sign Owner, in which case it shall be deemed to have been given 
on the 5th day after it is mailed. 
 

31.6 Where an order has been issued and the Sign has not been brought into 
compliance with this By-law within fourteen (14) calendar days of the issuance of 
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the order, the Director or Inspector may remove or cause to be removed, the 
Sign or any part thereof and/or may take any action necessary to prevent the 
Sign from being displayed in a manner that is contrary to this By-law. The Town 
may recover the cost of the removal or necessary action by action or by adding 
the cost to the tax roll and collecting it in the same manner as taxes.   
 

31.7 Where a Sign has been removed by the Town such Sign shall be stored for a 
period of thirty (30) calendar days and the Sign Owner may redeem the Sign 
upon payment of the removal fees prescribed in the Fees And Charges By-Law. 
Where a Sign has not been redeemed within the thirty (30) day period, such 
Sign may be forthwith destroyed or otherwise disposed of by the Town without 
notice or compensation and the Sign Owner shall be invoiced or by adding the 
cost to the tax roll and collecting it in the same manner as taxes. 
 

31.8 Notwithstanding Section 31.7, upon removal, Signs under 1.0m² (10 sq ft.) will 
be destroyed or otherwise disposed of by the Town without notice as the 
Director deems fit. 
 

31.9 Subsections 31.2, 31.3, 31.4, 31.5 and 31.6 do not apply to Temporary Signs, 
Portable Signs or Mobile Signs. 
 

31.10 Where a Temporary Signs, Portable Sign or Mobile Sign is erected, displayed, 
altered, repaired, or is not maintained, in contravention of the provisions of this 
By-law, such Sign may be removed at the direction of the Town without notice, 
at the expense of the Sign Owner.  
 

31.11 Where the number of Portable Signs or Mobile Signs erected or displayed on 
any Premises exceeds the restrictions for those Premises, the excess Signs 
may be removed at the expense of the Sign Owner. 
 

32.0 Penalty Provision: 
 

32.1 Any Person who contravenes a provision of this By-law, including an Order 
issued under this By-law, is guilty of an offence. 

 
32.2 If a Sign has been constructed, erected, installed, altered, posted, displayed or 

maintained in contravention of any provision of this By-law, and the contravention 
has not been corrected, the contravention of the provision shall be deemed to be 
a continuing offence for each day or part of a day that the contravention remains 
uncorrected. 
 

32.3 If an Order has been issued under this By-law, and the Order has not been 
complied with, the contravention of the Order shall be deemed to be a continuing 
offence for each day or part of a day that the Order is not complied with.  
 

32.4 Any Person who is guilty of an offence under this By-law shall be subject to the 
following penalties: 

 
a) Upon a first conviction, the minimum  fine  shall be $350.00 and the 

maximum fine shall be $100,000.00; 
 

b) Upon a second or subsequent conviction for the same offence, a fine 
shall be a minimum of $500.00 and the maximum fine shall be 
$100,000.00; 

 
c) Upon conviction for a continuing offence, the minimum fine shall be 

$500.00 and the maximum fine shall be $10,000.00 for each day or part 
of a day that the offence continues; and  

 
d) Upon conviction of a multiple offence, for each offence included in the 

multiple offence, the minimum fine shall be $500.00 and the maximum 
fine shall be $10,000.00.   

 
32.5 For the purposes of this By-law, “multiple offences” means an offence in respect 

of two (2) or more acts or omissions each of which separately constitutes an 
offence and is a contravention of a provision of this By-law. 
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32.6 For the purposes of this By-law, an offence is a “second or subsequent offence” if 

the act giving rise to the offence occurred after a conviction had been entered at 
an earlier date for the same offence. 
 

32.7 Where a Person is convicted of an offence under this by-law, the court in which 
the conviction has been entered, and any court of competent jurisdiction 
thereafter, may make an order prohibiting the continuation or repetition of the 
offence by the Person convicted. 
 

33.0 Variances: 
 

33.1 Any Person may apply for a variance from the provisions of this by-law 
 
33.2 An application for a variance shall be made on the form prescribed by the Town 

and shall be accompanied by the non-refundable variance application fee in the 
Fees And Charges By-Law. 

 
33.3 A variance from the provisions of this By-law may be granted where it is 

established that the proposed Sign: 
 
a) is warranted based on physical circumstances applicable to the Property 

or Premises; 
b) is consistent with the architecture of the building or development of the 

Property; 
c) is consistent with buildings and other features of properties or Premises 

within 120.0 metres (393ft) of the proposed Sign; 
d) will not Alter the essential character of the area; 
e) will not adversely affect adjacent properties; 
f) will not adversely affect public safety; 
g) is in the opinion of the decision maker, not contrary to the public interest; 

and 
h) is not expressly prohibited by this by-law 

 
33.4 The Director shall circulate the application to the Property owners of all abutting 

properties and/or the Property owners of any properties within 60 metres of the 
subject Property at the Director’s discretion, prior to the consideration of the 
variance 

 
33.5 Upon receiving an application for a variance from this By-law to permit the 

erection and display of a Sign other than a Billboard Sign, the Director may: 
  
a) grant a Variance;  
b) grant a Variance with Conditions; or 
c) refuse to Grant a Variance  
 
 

33.6 An Applicant may request a review of the variance application decision of the 
Director within thirty (30) calendar days of the decision. 
 

33.7 The request for review is made by filing a written request for review, on a form 
approved by the Director, to the Appeal Committee. The Appeal Committee 
may authorize Sign variances from the provisions of this By-law, provided that in 
the opinion of the Appeal Committee it is established that the requirements in 
Subsection 33.3 are met. 
 

33.8 A decision of the Appeal Committee is final and binding.  
 

33.9 Upon receiving an application for a variance from this By-law to permit the 
erection and display of a Billboard Sign, the Director shall refer the application 
to the Committee of the Whole. 
 

33.10 The Director shall circulate the application to all Property owners within 200 
metres of the subject Property prior to consideration of the application by 
Committee of the Whole. 
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33.11 The Committee of the Whole may require a Public Information Centre be held 
before making its recommendation to Council in respect of the application for a 
variance from this By-law to permit the erection and display of a Billboard Sign. 
 

33.12 Upon receiving the recommendation of the Committee of the Whole in respect of 
an application for a variance from this By-law to permit the erection and display 
of a Billboard Sign, Council shall: 
 
a) Grant a Variance; 
b) Grant a Variance with Conditions; or 
c) Refuse to Grant a Variance.  
 

33.13 The decision of Council is final and binding. 
 
34.0 Liability: 
 
 In addition to any other party who commits the offence with respect to the Sign 

by-law, the owner of the Premises on which the Sign was constructed, erected, 
installed, posted, displayed or maintained shall be deemed to commit the 
offence. 

 
35.0 Transition:  
 
 After the date of passing of this by-law, By-law 2016-28, as amended, applies 

only to Signs in respect of which a permit, variance or order has been issued or 
applied for, prior to the date of passing of this by-law, and then only to such 
Signs until such time as the work required by such permit, variance or order has 
been completed or any enforcement proceedings in respect of such order.  

 
36.0 Severability: 
 

Where a Court of competent jurisdiction declares any section or part of a section of 
this By-law invalid, the remainder of this By-law shall continue in force unless the 
Court makes an order to the contrary; 
 

37.0 Short Title: 
 
 This By-law shall be referred to as the “Sign By-law”; 
 

AND THAT By-law 2016-28 is hereby repealed. 
 
 

ENACTED THIS             DAY OF ,                   2017. 
  
 
 
             

  Tony Van Bynen, Mayor 
 
 

      
Lisa Lyons, Town Clerk 
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Schedule A 
Diagram 1 
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The Corporation of the Town of Newmarket 
 

By-law Number 2017-XX 
 
Being a by-law to manage and regulate election signs in the Town of Newmarket. 
 
Whereas subsection 11(3), paragraph 1 of the Municipal Act, 2001, S.O. 2001, c. 25, 
as amended authorizes The Corporation of the Town of Newmarket to pass by-laws 
respecting highways over which it has jurisdiction; and, 
 
Whereas subsection 11(3), paragraph 7 of the Municipal Act, 2001, S.O. 2001, c. 25, 
as amended authorizes The Corporation of the Town of Newmarket to pass by-laws 
respecting signs; and, 
 
Whereas subsection 63(1) of the Municipal Act, 2001, S.O. 2001, c. 25, as amended 
authorizes The Corporation of the Town of Newmarket, if it passes a by-law for 
prohibiting or regulating the placing of an object on a Highway, to provide for the 
removal of any object placed on a Highway in contravention of that by-law; and, 
 
Whereas section 425 of the Municipal Act, 2001, S.O. 2001, c. 25, as amended 
establishes that any person who contravenes any by-law of The Corporation of the 
Town of Newmarket is guilty of an offence; 
 
Now therefore, the Council of The Corporation of the Town of Newmarket enacts as 
follows: 
 
 
1. Short Title of By-Law  
 
1.1 This By-law may be referred to as the “Election Sign By-law”. 
 
 
2. Scope 
 
2.1 Where provisions in this by-law conflict with a provision from any other Town 

of Newmarket By-law, the provisions of this By-law take precedence. 
 
2.2 Words that are defined in Section 3 below but appear within this By-law 

unbolded and without the first letter capitalized shall have their ordinary and 
plain meaning. 
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3.  Definitions 
 
Note: All defined terms in this By-law are in bold and the first letter has been 

capitalized. 
 
 In this By-law: 
 

“Billboard Sign” means an outdoor Sign maintained by a person engaged in 
the sale or rental of space on the Sign to a client, upon which advertising of a 
business, activity, goods, products, services or facilities is not located or 
offered on the premises. 
 
“Boulevard” means that part of a Highway from the edge of the Roadway to 
the nearest lateral property line of the Highway. 

 
“Campaign Advertisements” means an advertisement in any broadcast, 
print, electronic or other medium, purchased by or under the direction of a 
Candidate or Registered Third Party. 

 
“Campaign Office” means a building or structure, or part of a building or 
structure, used by a Candidate or Registered Third Party. 

 
“Canada Elections Act” means the federal statute cited as the Canada 
Elections Act, S.C. 2000, c.9, as amended. 
 
“Candidate” means a person who has been nominated under the Canada 
Elections Act, the Election Act, or the Municipal Elections Act. 
 
“Council” means the Council of the Corporation of the Town of Newmarket. 
 
“Election Act” means the Ontario provincial statute cited as the Election Act, 
R.S.O. 1990, c.E.6, as amended. 
 
“Election Sign” means any Sign promoting, opposing or taking a position 
with respect to: 
 

(a) A question, law or by-law submitted to the electors under the 
Canada Elections Act, the Election Act or the Municipal 
Elections Act; 

 
(b) An issue associated with a person or political party participating 

in an election under the Canada Elections Act, the Election 
Act or the Municipal Elections Act; 
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(c) A Candidate or political party participating in an election under 
the Canada Elections Act, the Election Act or the Municipal 
Elections Act; or, 

 
(d) A Third Party Advertisement. 

 
“Fascia Sign” means a sign applied to or erected on and entirely supported 
by the wall of a building or structure. 

 
“Highway” includes a common and public Highway, street, avenue, parkway, 
driveway, square, location and includes any bridge, trestle, viaduct or other 
structure forming part of the Highway and includes the Boulevards and any 
area between the lateral property lines of the Highway. 
 
“Intersection Pedestrian Signal” means traffic control signals and/or a stop 
sign. 
 

 “Mobile Sign” means a non-illuminated Sign designed to be capable of being 
readily moved from one location to another is usually built on a trailer or other 
solid platform and may include wheels. 

“Municipal Elections Act” means the Ontario provincial statute cited as the 
Municipal Elections Act, 1996, S.O. 1996, c.32, as amended. 
 
“Municipal Law Enforcement Officer” means a person appointed by Council 
as a Municipal Law Enforcement Officer and shall also include an officer of 
the York Regional Police Service. 
 
“Owner” means a Candidate or Registered Third Party who Places or 
permits the Placing of an Election Sign or any person described on the 
Sign, whose name, address or telephone number is on the Sign or who 
benefits from the message on the Sign and for the purposes of this By-law 
there may be more than one Owner of an Election Sign. 
 
“Park” means any land or premises under the control and/or ownership of the 
Town for park and recreational purposes and includes any lane, walkway or 
public parking area leading thereto, and also includes any and all buildings, 
structures, equipment, facilities, and improvements located in or on such land. 
 
“Person” means an individual, business, firm, body corporate, corporation, 
unincorporated business, partnership, association, Trade Union, or 
municipality. 
 
“Place” means to: attach, install, erect, build, construct, reconstruct, move, 
display or affix.  “Places” and “Placing” shall have the same meaning. 
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“Private Property” means real property that is not a Highway or Public 
Property. 
 
“Public Property” means real property owned or under the control of the 
Town of Newmarket, Region of York, Provincial Government, Federal 
Government or any of their respective agencies, boards or commissions but, 
for the purposes of this By-law, does not include a Highway or where one or 
more persons reside on the Public Property. 
 
“Registered Third Party” means one of the following and whose notice of 
registration has been certified with the Clerk pursuant to section 88.6 of the 
Municipal Elections Act: 
 

(a)  An individual who is normally a resident in Ontario; 
 
(b) A corporation that carries on business in Ontario; or, 
 
(c) A trade union that holds bargaining rights for employees in 

Ontario.  
 
“Roadway” means that part of a Highway that is improved, designed or 
ordinarily used for vehicular traffic including reserved lanes, shoulders and 
curbs and gutters. 

 
“School Crossing” means any portion of a Roadway designated by by-law 
of the Town, indicated as a school zone by Signs on the Highway as 
prescribed by the Highway Traffic Act, R.S.O. 1990, c.H.8, and Ontario 
Regulations, as amended and as may be amended from time to time. 
 
“Sidewalk” means that part of a Highway with a surface that is improved, 
designed or ordinarily used for the use of pedestrians or bicycles and includes 
a multi-use path. 
 
“Sight Triangle” means in the case of a corner lot, the triangular space 
formed by the street lines and a line drawn from a point in one street line to a 
point in the other street line, measured 5 metres (16.4 feet) along the street 
from the point of intersection of the street lines.  See Diagram 1 in Schedule 
A. 
 
“Sign” means any surface, structure and other component parts, which are 
used or capable of being used as a visual medium to attract attention to a 
specific subject matter or to create a design or convey a message and 
includes posters, billboards, advertising devices or notices. 
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“Third Party” means any Person who is not a registered Candidate, political 
party, or constituency association who incurs expenses with respect to a 
Third Party Advertisement. 
 
“Third Party Advertisement” means an advertisement initiated by a 
Registered Third Party in any broadcast, print, electronic or other medium 
that has the purpose of promoting, supporting or opposing: 
 

(a) A question, law or by-law submitted to the electors under the 
Canada Elections Act, the Election Act or the Municipal 
Elections Act; 

 
(b) An issue that can be reasonably be regarded as closely 

associated with a person or political party participating in an 
election under the Canada Elections Act, the Election Act  or 
the Municipal Elections Act; or, 

 
(c) A Candidate or political party participating in an election under 

the Canada Elections Act, the Election Act or the Municipal 
Elections Act.  

 
Third Party Advertisement does not include an advertisement by or under 
the direction of a Candidate or an advertisement described in subsection 1 
(2) or (2.1) of the Municipal Elections Act.  
 
“Third Party Election Sign” means an Election Sign, the expense for which 
has been incurred by a Registered Third Party.  For greater certainty, Third 
Party Election Signs shall not be under the direction of a certified Candidate 
for public office in a municipal, provincial, or federal election. 

 
“Town” means The Corporation of the Town of Newmarket. 
 
“Town Clerk” means the Director of Legislative Services/Town 
Clerk/Returning Officer for the Town of Newmarket or his or her designate. 
 
“Trade Union” means a trade union as defined in the federal Labour 
Relations Act, 1995 or the Canada Labour Code (Canada) and includes a 
central, regional or district labour council in Ontario. 
 
“Voting Day” means the day on which the final vote is to be taken in an 
election. 
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“Voting Location” means a location designated in accordance with the 
Municipal Elections Act, Election Act, or Canada Elections Act where 
electors cast their ballots and: 

 
(a) When a Voting Location is located on Public Property, 

includes all of the area enclosed by the lot lines of the Public 
Property and any Highway abutting; and, 

 
(b) When a Voting Location is located on Private Property, 

includes all of the common elements of the Private Property 
and any Highway immediately abutting. 

“Voting Location” shall also include any location that has been established 
as a Voter Assistance Centre by the Clerk. 

 
 

4. General Prohibitions 
 
4.1 No Owner or Person shall Place or permit to be Placed an Election 

Sign except in accordance with this By-law. 
 
4.2 No Owner shall Place or permit to be Placed an Election Sign that: 
 

(a) Is illuminated, has flashing lights, or rotating parts; 
 
(b) Interferes with the safe operation of vehicular traffic or the safety 

of pedestrians, including the visibility of warning devices and 
traffic signals;  

 
(c) Impedes or obstructs the Town’s maintenance operations;  

 
(d) Is on a Roadway; 
 
(e) Impedes or obstructs the passage of pedestrians where they 

are reasonably expected to walk; 
 
(f) Is less than 10 metres (32.8 feet) from a Roadway on a 

Highway where pedestrians are prohibited; 
 
(g) Is on a median or island located within the Roadway or a 

roundabout; 
 
(h) Is within a Sight Triangle; 
 
(i) Is less than 3 metres (9.8 feet) from a School Crossing;  
 

162



Appendix B - Election Sign By-law 
2017-25 - Legislative Services Report 

Revisions to Sign By-law and standalone Election Sign By-law 
 

Page 7 of 17 of By-law No. 2017-XX 

(j) Is less than 30 metres (98.4 feet) from an Intersection 
Pedestrian Signal;  

 
(k) Is between the curb and the Sidewalk, where there is a 

Sidewalk;   
 

(l) Is located within 1.8 metres (6 feet) away from the face of the 
curb or edge of pavement of a Roadway and where there is a 
Sidewalk, not within 0.6 metres (2 feet) of such Sidewalk;   

 
(m) Is on a trailer; 
 
(n) Simulates any traffic Sign, traffic signal, any other Sign that 

directs the movement of traffic, or any official Sign; 
 

(o) Uses words such as "stop", "look", "one way", "danger", "yield" 
or any similar phrases, symbols, lights or characters in such a 
manner as to tend to interfere with, mislead or confuse traffic; 
 

(p) Is affixed to public utility poles, telephone pole, hydro pole, light 
standard or any other utility infrastructure using items such as, 
but not limited to: nails, screws, tacks, staples, glue or wire; 
 

(q) Is Placed on, painted on, attached to, or supported by a tree, 
stone or other natural object; 
 

(r) Be Placed so as to impede, hinder or prevent parking by 
vehicles on private or public lands, or on a Highway; or, 
 

(s) Be Placed on a boundary fence line or noise attenuation wall 
which is located on Public Property. 

 
4.3 Clause 4.2(l) does not apply when the Sidewalk is less than 0.6 

metres (2 feet) from the main wall of the building, in which case the 
Election Sign shall be placed at the furthest distance possible from 
the Sidewalk or from the face of the curb or edge of pavement. 

 
4.4 No Election Sign shall be in a state of disrepair or be located where it 

is a general hazard to public safety. 
 
4.5 No Candidate or Registered Third Party shall Place or permit to be 

Placed an Election Sign, that is visible, in or on a vehicle that is 
parked or stopped on the property of any premise used as a Voting 
Location on any Voting Day, including during the advanced voting 
days or period.   
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4.6 No Owner shall display, on any Election Sign, a logo, crest, 
trademark or official mark, in whole or in part, owned or licensed by the 
Town. 

 
4.7 Mobile Signs are not permitted to be used as Election Signs. 
 
4.8 No Owner shall display, Place or permit to be Placed an Election 

Sign on or in a Voting Location or the abutting municipal Boulevard. 
 
 
5. Election Signs 

 
5.1 No Candidate or Registered Third Party shall Place or permit to be Placed 

an Election Sign without obtaining an election sign permit and making 
payment of the prescribed election sign permit fee.  The election sign permit 
shall be: 

 
(a) In a form prescribed by the Town; and, 
 
(b) Accompanied by the prescribed election sign permit fee in accordance 

with the Town’s Fees and Charges By-law.   
 

5.2 Subject to subsection 5.1, an Owner shall only Place or permit to be Placed 
an Election Sign for a federal or provincial election or by-election the day 
after the writ of an election or by-election is issued. 

 
5.3 Subject to subsection 5.1, an Owner shall only Place or permit to be Placed 

an Election Sign for a municipal election after the Candidate has filed his or 
her nomination with the Town Clerk, or in the case of a Registered Third 
Party, registered with the Town Clerk, and no earlier than: 

 
(a) 10:00 AM 28 calendar days (4 weeks) prior to Voting Day in the year 

of a regular election or by-election; or, 
  

(b) 10:00 AM Nomination Day for a by-election, if Nomination Day is less 
than 28 calendar days (4 weeks) prior to Voting Day.   

 
5.4 Despite subsections 5.2 and 5.3, an Election Sign which is a Fascia Sign 

may be Placed to the face of the building or building unit which is used as a 
Campaign Office provided that: 

 
 (a) The sign complies with the Fascia Sign provisions of the Town’s Sign 

By-law as amended from time to time; 
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(b) The Candidate has filed his or her nomination with the Town Clerk, or 
in the case of a Registered Third Party, registered with the Town 
Clerk and paid the applicable nomination filing fees; and, 

 
(c) Submitted a permit and paid the permit fee in accordance with 

subsection 5.1. 
 
5.5 Election Signs Placed or permitted to be Placed by a Registered Third 

Party shall include the following information in accordance with the Municipal 
Elections Act: 

 
(a) The name of the Registered Third Party; 
 
(b) The municipality where the Third Party is registered; and, 
 
(c) A telephone number, mailing address, or email address to contact the 

registered party. 
 

5.6 Election Signs Placed or permitted to be Placed by a Registered Third 
Party shall include the necessary information required in accordance with the 
Canada Elections Act or, the Election Act, as the case may be. 
 

5.7 A Third Party that does not register in accordance with the Municipal 
Election Act, Election Act, or Canada Elections Act, is not permitted to 
Place Election Signs. 

 
 
6. Size  
 
6.1 With the exception of a Billboard Sign, an Election Sign shall only have a 

maximum: 
 
 (a) Sign Area of 1.49 square metres (16 square feet); 
 
 (b) Height of 1.22 metres (4 feet); and, 
 
 (c) Width of 1.22 metres (4 feet). 
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7.  Private Property 
 
7.1 Subject to subsection 4.2, Election Signs are permitted on Private Property, 

provided that: 
 

(a)  The property owner, tenant, or occupant of the property consents; 
 
(b)  Unless the property has more than 1 abutting street line, the number of 

Election Signs, per Candidate or Registered Third Party Placed or 
permitted to be Placed, can be no more than the number of abutting 
street lines on the Private Property; 

 
(c)  The Election Sign does not interfere with the safe operation of 

vehicular traffic or impair the safety of pedestrians; and, 
 
(d)  No Election Sign shall be located so as to obstruct or impede any fire 

escape, fire exit, door, window, scuttle, skylight, flue or air intake or 
exhaust nor so as to prevent or impede the free access of emergency 
personnel to any part of a building including, but not limited to: 
emergency water connections, or fire hydrants. 

 
7.2 No Owner shall Place or permit to be Placed an Election Sign on a right-of-

way adjacent to a private residence unless permission has been granted by 
someone in the household, who is not a minor. 

 
7.3 In a rural residential area or on a farm, Election Signs shall only be Placed 

or permit to be Placed within the portion of Private Property being 
maintained for residential purposes. 

 
 
8. Public Property 
 
8.1 In addition to the limitations in subsection 4.2, an Owner shall not Place or 

permit to be Placed an Election Sign on Public Property at any of the 
intersections listed in accordance with Schedule A of the Regional 
Municipality of York’s Sign By-law 2015-36, as amended from time to time. 

 
8.2 No Owner shall Place or permit to be Placed an Election Sign within a 

Park. 
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9. Election Signs on Highways 
 
9.1 No Owner shall Place or permit to be Placed an Election Sign on a 

Highway structure, except on a Highway structure designed by the Town for 
posters. 

 
9.2 No Owner shall Place or permit to be Placed an Election Sign on that 

portion of the Boulevard that abuts Public Property. 
 
9.3 No Owner shall dig, drill or drive into asphalt, concrete, brick or any other 

hard improved surface on a Highway when placing an Election Sign. 
 
9.4 No Owner shall drill or drive into a wooden, metal, concrete or other Highway 

structure when placing an Election Sign. 
 
 
10. Removal of Election Signs 
 
10.1 Every Person shall remove his, her or its Election Sign within 72 hours (3 

days) immediately following Voting Day. 
 
10.2 The Town Clerk and/or a Municipal Law Enforcement Officer may remove 

any Election Sign Placed in contravention of this By-law without notice. 
 
10.3 The Town Clerk and/or a Municipal Law Enforcement Officer may destroy 

any Election Signs which have been removed and not claimed and retrieved 
by the Owner within the time period as prescribed by the Town Clerk. 
Election Signs removed in accordance with this By-law may be destroyed or 
otherwise disposed of by the Town without notice and/or compensation to 
any party. 

 
10.4 The Town may recover the expense for the removal of an Election Sign 

under subsection 10.2 of this By-law from the Owner of such Sign or Signs 
and may commence proceedings against the Owner to recover such costs. 

 
10.5 An Owner, or any Person acting on behalf of the Owner may, at any time 

following Voting Day, retrieve the Election Sign at no cost. 
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10.6 The Town Clerk may make regulations under this By-law prescribing the 
rules and procedures for the retrieval and destruction of Election Signs 
removed under this By-law, without limitation, the form of and any information 
required to be provided to the Town Clerk and/or a Municipal Law 
Enforcement Officer to authorize the release of an Election Sign, dates on 
or by which an Election Sign may be retrieved or destroyed, and the manner 
in which notice may be given to an Owner relating to the retrieval and 
destruction of an Election Sign. 

 
10.7 The Town Clerk may make regulations under this By-law prescribing the 

rules for unpaid fines.   
 
 
11.  Fees  

 
11.1 All fees are to be paid in accordance with the Town of Newmarket Fees and 

Charges By-law. 
 
11.2  Election Sign permit fees are non-refundable.  
 
11.3 The Town Treasurer, or his or her designate, will place all unpaid removal of 

Election Sign fees on the Candidate or Registered Third Party’s municipal 
tax roll or send the unpaid fees to a financial collection agency.  

 
 
12. Order 
 
12.1 If a Municipal Law Enforcement Officer is satisfied that this By-law has 

been contravened, the officer may make an order, known as an Order to 
Discontinue Activity, requiring the person who contravened the by-law, or who 
caused or permitted the contravention, or the owner or occupier of the land on 
which the contravention occurred, to discontinue the contravention. 

 
12.2 An Order to Discontinue Activity shall set out: 

 
(a) The municipal address of the property on which the contravention 

occurred; 
 
(b) The date of the contravention; 
 
(c) The reasonable particulars of the contravention of the by-law; and, 
 
(d) The date by which there must be compliance with the order. 

 
12.3 No Person shall contravene an Order to Discontinue Activity. 
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13. Service of Order 
 
13.1 The Order to Discontinue Activity may be served by: 
 

(a) Personally on the Person to whom it is directed; 
 
(b) Registered mail or regular mail to the last known address of that 

Person, in which case it shall be deemed to have been given on the 
fifth day after it is mailed; or, 

 
(c) E-mail to the last known e-mail address of that Person, in which case 

it shall be deemed to have been given on the day after it is e-mailed. 
 
 
14. Power of Entry 
 
14.1 The Town may enter on land at any reasonable time for the purpose of 

carrying out an inspection to determine whether or not the following are being 
complied with: 

 
(a)  The provisions of this By-law; 
 
(b)  An Order issued under this By-law; or, 
 
(c)  An Order made under Section 431 of the Municipal Act. 

 
14.2 Where an inspection is conducted by the Town, the person conducting the 

inspection may: 
 

(a) Require the production of documents or relevant items for inspection;  
 
(b) Inspect and remove documents or things relevant to the inspection for 

the purpose of making copies and extracts;  
 
(c) Require information from any Person concerning a matter related to 

the inspection including their name, address, phone number and 
identification; and, 

 
(d) Alone or in conjunction with a Person possessing special or expert 

knowledge, make examinations or take tests, samples or photographs 
necessary for the purpose of inspection. 

 
14.3 The Town may undertake an inspection pursuant to an Order issued under 

Section 438 of the Municipal Act. 
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14.4 The Town’s power of entry may be exercised by an employee, inspector or 
agent of the Town or by a member of a police force with jurisdiction, as well 
by any person under his or her direction. 

 
14.5 No Person shall hinder or obstruct, or attempt to hinder or obstruct, a 

Municipal Law Enforcement Officer, or a Police Officer from carrying out 
inspections of land to ensure compliance with this By-law. 

 
14.6 No Person shall hinder or obstruct, or attempt to hinder or obstruct, any 

person who is exercising a power or performing a duty under this By-law, 
including carrying out an inspection. 

 
 
15. Offence, Penalty and Presumption  
 
15.1 Every Person or Owner who contravenes any provision of this By-law is 

guilty of an offence. 
 
15.2 If an Election Sign has been Placed or displayed in contravention of any 

provision of this By-law, and the contravention has not been corrected, the 
contravention of the provision shall be deemed to be a continuing offence for 
each day or part of a day that the contravention remains uncorrected. 

 
15.3 Every Person or Owner who is guilty of an offence under this By-law shall be 

subject to the following penalties: 
 

(a) Upon a first conviction, to a fine of not less than one hundred dollars 
($100.00) and not more than ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00); 

 
(b) Upon a second or subsequent conviction for the same offence, to a 

fine of not less than two hundred dollars ($200.00) and not more than 
one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000.00); 

 
(c) Upon conviction for a continuing offence, to a fine of not less than one 

hundred dollars ($100.00) and not more than ten thousand dollars 
($10,000.00) for each day or part of a day that the offence continues. 
The total of the daily fines is not limited to one hundred thousand 
dollars ($100,000.00); 

 
(d) Upon conviction of a multiple offence, for each offence included in the 

multiple offence, to a fine of not less than one hundred dollars 
($100.00) and not more than ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00). The 
total of all fines for each included offence is not limited to one hundred 
thousand dollars ($100,000.00). 
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15.4 For the purposes of this By-law, “multiple offence” means an offence in 
respect of two or more acts or omissions each of which separately constitutes 
an offence and is a contravention of the same provision of this By-law. 

 
15.5 For the purposes of this By-law, an offence is a second or subsequent 

offence if the act giving rise to the offence occurred after a conviction had 
been entered at an earlier date for the same offence. 

 
15.6 Where a Sign or Election Sign is Placed or displayed in contravention of 

any provision of this bylaw, any Person or Owner named on the Sign or 
Election Sign shall be presumed to have been the Person or Owner who 
Placed or displayed the sign, which presumption may be rebutted by 
evidence to the contrary on a balance of probabilities. 

 
15.7 Where a Sign or Election Sign is Placed or displayed in contravention of 

any provision of this By-law, and the Sign or Election Sign has no Person’s 
or Owner’s name on it, but a telephone number appears on the Sign or 
Election Sign, any Person or Owner to whom the telephone number is listed 
in a telephone directory, including any internet directory, shall be presumed to 
have been the Person or Owner who Placed or displayed the sign, which 
presumption may be rebutted by evidence to the contrary on a balance of 
probabilities. 

 
15.8 Where a Sign or Election Sign is Placed or displayed by a Third Party or 

Registered Third Party in contravention of any provision of this By-law, the 
corporation, trade union, or an individual of the Third Party or Registered 
Third Party shall be presumed to have knowingly concurred in the 
Placement or displaying of the sign in contravention of this By-law, which 
presumption may be rebutted by evidence to the contrary on a balance of 
probabilities. 

 
15.9 Where an authorized officer or Municipal Law Enforcement Officer has 

reasonable grounds to believe that an offence has been committed by any 
Person or Owner, the authorized officer or Municipal Law Enforcement 
Officer may require the name, address and proof of identity of that person or 
Owner, and the person or Owner shall supply the required information. 

 
 
16. Enforcement 
 
16.1 This By-law may be enforced by the Municipal Law Enforcement Officer or 

by any other person appointed by the Town for the purpose of enforcing this 
By-law. 
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17. Severance  
 
17.1 If any sections, section or part of a section of this By-law are found by any 

Court to be illegal or beyond the power of Council to enact, such sections or 
section or part of a section shall be deemed to be severable and all other 
sections or parts of sections of this By-law shall be deemed to separate and 
independent and shall continue in full force and effect. 

 
 
18. Indemnification 
 
18.1 The Candidate, Owner, Registered Third Party or Third Party shall 

indemnify and hold harmless the Town and/or the Region (and the respective 
officers, Council members, partners, agents and employees of the Town 
and/or the Region) from and against (a) all actions, claims, demands, losses, 
costs, damages, suits or proceedings whatsoever which may be brought 
against or made upon the Town and the Region, and (b) against all losses, 
damages, liabilities, judgements, claims, suits, demands or expenses which 
the Town and/or the Region may sustain, suffer or be put to, resulting from or 
arising out the issuance of the permit or the actions of the Candidate, Owner, 
Registered Third Party or Third Party. This indemnification shall include but 
is not limited to any legal costs incurred by the Town and/or the Region on a 
substantial indemnity basis, including those incurred to defend any criminal 
prosecutions against the Town and/or the Region resulting from the actions 
of the Candidate, Owner or Registered Third Party or Third Party. 

 
 
19. Administration  
 
19.1 The Town Clerk is responsible for the administration of this By-law. 
 
 
20. Force and Effect 
 
20.1 This By-law shall come into force and effect on the day it is passed. 
 
Read a first, second, third time, and enacted on December 4, 2017. 

 
 

 ______________________________ 
   Tony Van Bynen, Mayor 

 
 

 ______________________________  
Lisa Lyons, Town Clerk
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LEGISLATIVE SERVICES  
TOWN OF NEWMARKET 
395 Mulock Drive www.newmarket.ca 
P.O. Box 328 info@newmarket.ca 
Newmarket, ON   L3Y 4X7 905.895.5193 

 
 
 
 
November 27, 2017 
 

Corporate Services – Legislative Services Report - 2017-26 
 
 
TO: Committee of the Whole 
 
SUBJECT: Procedure By-Law Update and Draft Electronic Participation in Meetings Policy 
 
ORIGIN: Legislative Services Department 
 Kiran Saini, Deputy Town Clerk 
 Andrew Walkom, Council/Committee Coordinator 
  
 
Recommendations 
1. That the Corporate Services – Legislative Services Report - 2017-26 entitled “Procedure 

By-Law Update and Draft Electronic Participation in Meetings Policy” be received; and, 
 

2. That Council adopt the amendments to the Procedure By-law attached as Appendix A with 
an effective date of January 1, 2018; and, 
 

3. That Council approve the Electronic Participation in Meetings Policy attached as Appendix 
B, with an effective date of January 1, 2018; and, 

 
4. That the Town Clerk be authorized to administer the Electronic Participation in Meetings 

Policy and develop the necessary Procedures to implement the Policy, as required; and, 
 

5. That Council permit the Accessibility Advisory Committee to participate using the Electronic 
Participation in Meetings Policy effective January 1, 2018 for a trial period of one year; and, 

 
6. That staff be directed to report back in 2019 with a review of the Electronic Participation in 

Meetings Policy. 
 
 
Purpose 
The purpose of this report is to seek Council approval of: 1) revisions to the Procedural By-law; 
and, 2) the draft Electronic Participation in Meetings Policy.   
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Background 
On June 28, 2017, staff issued an Information Report to Council entitled Bill 68 - Modernizing 
Ontario's Municipal Legislation Act, 2017.  This report outlined a number of amendments to the 
Municipal Act, Municipal Elections Act, and Municipal Conflict of Interest Act.  Staff also noted that 
many of the amendments to these Acts would come into effect in stages; however, the dates were 
not all yet known at the time the report was issued.   
 
The Province has now announced that on January 1, 2018, some of the amendments to the 
Municipal Act will come into effect including a revised definition of “meeting”, additional matters for 
which Council may close a meeting to the public, and allowing electronic participation in meetings.   
 
In order for the Town to allow for electronic participation, the Town is required to adopt a 
mechanism for Members to participate remotely.  A draft Policy has been developed and attached 
as Appendix B to this report.   
 
In addition to the legislative amendments, process improvement changes were needed to clarify 
meeting procedures, as well as expedite routine matters during meetings. 
 
The proposed amendments that reflect the legislative amendments and process improvements to 
the Town’s Procedure By-law are attached as Appendix A.   
 
Revisions to the Procedural By-law (Appendix A) 
Below is a summary of the amendments to the Procedure By-law, with a note to show if the 
amendment is because of the legislative changes or for process improvements: 
 
1. Definition of Meeting (legislative amendment) 
 The definition of “meeting” has been revised to align with the definition as per the Municipal 

Act.  The new definition of a meeting will be as follows: 
• Where a quorum of members is present; and, 
 
• Where members discuss or otherwise deal with any matter in a way that 

materially advances the business or decision making of Council or a 
Committee. 

 
2. Closed Meeting Provisions (legislative amendment) 
 Section 239 (2) of the Municipal Act will now permit additional open meeting exceptions.  

The Procedure By-law will be amended to allow four additional reasons for closing a 
meeting, or part of a meeting to the public, as follows: 

 
1. Information explicitly supplied in confidence to the municipality or local board by 

Canada, a province or territory or a Crown agency of any of them; 
 
2. Trade secret or scientific, technical, commercial, financial or labour relations 

information, supplied in confidence to the municipality or local board, which, if 
disclosed, could reasonably be expected to prejudice significantly the competitive 
position or interfere significantly with the contractual or other negotiations of a 
person, group of persons, or organization; 
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3. A trade secret or scientific, technical, commercial or financial information that 
belongs to the municipality or local board and has monetary value or potential 
monetary value; or, 
 

4. A position, plan, procedure, criteria or instruction to be applied to any negotiations 
carried on or to be carried on by or on behalf of the municipality or local board. 

 
Staff will provide information on considerations for the new closed meeting provisions in a 
future Information Report. 
 

3. Closed Meeting Investigations (legislative amendment) 
 The Municipal Act will now require municipalities that have received a report from a closed 

meeting investigation to pass a resolution stating how it intends to address the report from 
the investigator.  This subsection was included in the By-law to align with the requirements 
of the Municipal Act.  

 
4. Correspondence (process improvement) 
 In April 2017, Council began receiving correspondence through Council Information 

Packages, which includes items not requiring Council’s support or endorsement in 
accordance with the Procedure By-law.  The process for having items included on a 
Committee of the Whole or Council agenda is similar to the process for Information Reports 
distributed by staff.  If, after having received an item through the Council Information 
Package, a Council Member wishes to discuss the item at a Committee of the Whole or 
Council meeting, staff will include this item on the agenda.  The By-law is being updated to 
reflect the current process for circulating correspondence and also to include these items 
on the Town’s website to enhance communication, transparency, as well as providing 
greater public awareness of issues. 

 
5. Recorded Votes (process improvement) 

In response to developing meeting efficiencies for Council, a number of exceptions to 
required recorded votes during Council meetings have been added. This will expedite 
Council meetings by saving time during routine procedural matters.  Unless requested by a 
Council Member, recorded votes will no longer be required for:  
i) Adjournment; or, 
 
ii) A Confirmatory By-law. 

 
 

Draft Electronic Participation in Meetings Policy (Appendix B) 
On January 1, 2018, the Municipal Act will permit municipalities to participate through electronic 
communication, provided that the requirements are stipulated in the municipality’s Procedure By-
law.  The Municipal Act also states that Members cannot participate using electronic 
communication in meetings that are closed to the public, and that the member cannot count 
towards quorum.  As such, a section has been added to the Procedure By-law to allow for 
Members to participate electronically in meetings. This change allows greater flexibility in 
participation and accommodation for members who cannot be physically present for a meeting for 
whatever reason.  
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As this form of participation will be new to all Ontario municipal councils, staff recommend that 
electronic participation be introduced as a pilot project for the Accessibility Advisory Committee, 
for a trial period of one year. In late 2014, the Accessibility Advisory Committee recommended 
that the Municipal Act be amended to allow for alternate means of meeting participation. This trial 
period will allow staff to review best practices from other Ontario municipalities that may 
implement procedures in 2018, and to refine the Town’s policy accordingly.  It would also allow 
the staff to monitor the level of participation through electronic means. The ability to participate 
electronically in meetings brings an opportunity to accommodate members who would otherwise 
be absent, and is considered an overall accessibility enhancement. 
 
The attached draft policy requires Members to provide the Clerk with at least 48 hours’ notice that 
they wish to participate electronically to ensure that the technical requirements can be arranged in 
advance of the meeting.  The draft policy permits those who are participating electronically to 
vote, and prescribes a detailed process for voting.  The draft policy only applies to Members of 
Council and Advisory Committees, and not to members of the public who wish to participate 
electronically.  The reason for the limited scope of the policy is to ensure that staff time and 
resources are being used in an appropriate and effective manner.   
 
To ensure that the policy is being implemented in an effective manner, the policy authorizes the 
Clerk to develop procedures that may be deemed necessary to implement the policy. 
 
Business Plan and Strategic Linkages 
This report relates to the well-equipped and well-managed link of the Town’s Community Vision – 
implementing policy and processes that reflect sound and accountable governance. 
 
Consultation 
As electronic participation has not been permitted in Ontario municipalities previous to the Bill 68 
amendments, staff consulted a wider range of sources, including the York Region School Board’s 
by-law and electronic participation policy.  Municipalities in British Columbia such as Abbotsford, 
Port Coquitlam, and Victoria have allowed for electronic participation for some time, and they were 
consulted for their experience.  
 
Legislative Services will use the information from this pilot project with the Accessibility Advisory 
Committee as part of the overall review of the 2014-2018 Advisory Committees scheduled for 
2019.  
 
Human Resources Considerations 
Not applicable to this report. 

Budget Impact 
No budget impact. 
 
 
Contact   
For more information on this report, contact Kiran Saini at ksaini@newmarket.ca or 905-953-5300 
extension 2203. 

181



182



Appendix A - Procedure By-law Amendments to By-law 2015-50 
2017-26 - Legislative Services Report 

Procedure By-Law Update and Draft Electronic Participation in Meetings Policy 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page 1 of 2 
 

Corporation of the Town of Newmarket 
 

By-law Number 2017-XX 

A By-law to amend By-law 2015-50, being a By-law to govern the proceedings 
of Council and Committee meetings.  

 
Whereas the Municipal Act, 2001, as amended, has been further amended by 
the Province.  
 
Therefore be it enacted by the Council of the Corporation of the Town of 
Newmarket as follows: 
 
1. That subsection 1 o) of By-law 2015-50 be amended as follows:  

 
“meeting” means any regular, special or other meeting of Council, of a 
local board or of a Committee of either of them, where, 
 
i) a quorum of members is present; and, 
 
ii) members discuss or otherwise deal with any matter in a way that 

materially advances the business or decision-making of the council, 
local board or committee; and, 

 
2. That subsection 9 a) of By-law 2015-50 be amended to add the following 

clauses:  
 

viii) Information explicitly supplied in confidence to the municipality or 
local board by Canada, a province or territory or a Crown agency of 
any of them; 

  
ix) A trade secret or scientific, technical, commercial, financial or 

labour relations information, supplied in confidence to the 
municipality or local board, which, if disclosed, could reasonably be 
expected to prejudice significantly the competitive position or 
interfere significantly with the contractual or other negotiations of a 
person, group of persons, or organization; 

  
x) A trade secret or scientific, technical, commercial or financial 

information that belongs to the municipality or local board and has 
monetary value or potential monetary value; or, 

  
xi) A position, plan, procedure, criteria or instruction to be applied to 

any negotiations carried on or to be carried on by or on behalf of 
the municipality or local board; and, 

 
4. That clause 9 b) i) of By-law 2015-50 be moved to subsection 9 a); and,  
 
5. That clause 9 a) viii) of By-law 2015-50 be moved to subsection 9 b); and, 
 
6. That subsection 9 b) of By-law 2015-50 be amended as follows:  

 
 Council or a Committee shall also resolve into a Meeting closed to the 

public for the following purposes: 
 

i) An ongoing investigation respecting the municipality, a local board 
or a municipally-controlled corporation by the Ombudsman 
appointed under the Ombudsman Act, and Ombudsman referred to 
in subsection 223.13 (1) of the Municipal Act, 2001, or the 
investigator referred to in subsection 239.2 (1) of the Municipal Act, 
2001. 
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7. That subsection 9 h) of By-law 2015-50 be amended to add the following 

clause: 
 

ii) If the report of a Closed Meeting Investigation finds that a meeting 
or part of a meeting appeared to be improperly closed to the public, 
contrary to section 239 of the Municipal Act or this Procedure By-
law, Council shall pass a resolution stating how it intends to 
address the report. 

 
8. That subsection 32 h) of By-Law 2015-50 be replaced with the following: 

 
h) Where correspondence is not requested to be included in a Council 

or Committee of the Whole agenda, it is circulated by the Clerk to 
Members of Council, the CAO, Commissioners and applicable staff 
for their information, and forms a part of the Clerk’s records. 
Correspondence will be made available to the public on the Town’s 
website through a Council Information Package; and, 

 
9. That section 57 of By-Law 2015-50 be amended to add the following 

subsection: 
 

e) Unless otherwise requested by a Member, no recorded vote is 
required for the following motions: 

 
i) Adjournment; 
 
ii) A Confirmatory By-law; and, 

 
10. That By-Law 2015-50 be amended to add the following section: 
 

64.  Electronic Participation in Meetings 
a) Members may only participate in meetings open to the public 

using electronic communication, in accordance with the 
Electronic Participation in Meetings Policy, as amended from 
time to time.   

 
b) Members participating through electronic communication 

shall not be counted towards quorum.  
 
c) Members cannot participate through electronic 

communication during a meeting that is closed to the public 
in accordance with Section 239 of the Municipal Act, 2001, 
as amended. 

 
d) The Clerk may provide for administrative procedures for 

facilitating electronic participation in meetings; and, 
 

11. That this By-law 2017-XX come into force and effect on January 1, 2018. 
 
 
Read a first, second, third time, and passed on December 4, 2017. 

 
 
 

       
  Tony Van Bynen, Mayor 

 
 
 

      
Lisa Lyons, Town Clerk 
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Electronic Participation in Meetings 
Policy Number: to be assigned upon approval 
Topic: Municipal Governance 
Applies to: Newmarket Council and Committee Members 

Policy Statement and Strategic Plan Linkages 
The Town of Newmarket’s Council and Committees provide guidance and vision for the 
matters facing the community. It is essential that members be provided with the 
opportunity to participate in this process and accommodated when they are unable to 
attend in-person. Electronic participation gives members the ability to join the meeting 
from a different physical location, which improves Council’s and Committees’ inclusivity 
and representation. 
 
This policy relates to Council’s strategic priorities of being “Well-Equipped and 
Managed”, and “Well-Respected”.  The ability for members to participate electronically 
enhances the decision making process, improves community involvement through 
committees and provides accommodation for those members who would otherwise be 
unable to attend meetings. 
 

Purpose and Applicability 
This policy provides guidance to Council, staff, and Committee Members on electronic 
participation during meetings of Council and Committees of the Town of Newmarket, 
and the necessary framework to ensure consistent administrative practices.   
 
This policy applies to Council and Committees, subject to legislative requirements and 
governing by-laws. The policy does not apply to internal bodies (e.g., staff committees 
and staff task forces) or to the public. 
 

Definitions 
Note: All defined terms are in bold font with the first letter capitalized. 
 
Advisory Committee means a Committee established to provide advice to Council and 
staff as mandated in its Terms of Reference;  
 
Audio-only communication means a type of electronic communication which transmits 
audio only without picture to the participant, such as teleconferencing; 
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Audiovisual communication means a type of electronic communication which 
transmits both audio and video, allowing the participant to both hear and see the other 
participants; 
 
CAO means the Chief Administrative Officer of the Town or his/her designate; 
 
Chair means the presiding officer and spokesperson of a Committee; 
 
Clerk means the Director of Legislative Services/Town Clerk or his/her designate; 
 
Electronic Participation means the participation in a meeting of a member who is not 
physically present in the room but through electronic means such as Audio-only 
communication, Audiovisual communications, or voice-over-internet-protocol (VOIP); 
 
Quorum means a majority of Members of Council or an Advisory Committee; 
 
Member means a Member of a Council or an Advisory Committee; 
 
Town means the Corporation of the Town of Newmarket; 
 

Provisions 
1. Participation 

 
1.1 In accordance with the Municipal Act, 2001, as amended from time to time:  
 

1.1.1 Members participating electronically do not count towards Quorum; 
and, 

 
1.1.2 Members participating electronically may not participate in a 

meeting that is closed to the public. 
 

1.2 All Members may participate electronically using Audio-only 
communication or Audiovisual communication approved by the Clerk. 

  
1.3 The Member presiding as Chair of a meeting shall not participate 

electronically. 
 
1.4 The Clerk, or recording secretary, of a meeting shall not participate 

electronically. 
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1.5 If there are members of the public that are physically in attendance at a 
meeting, they must be able to hear the Member(s) who are participating 
electronically using Audio-only communication, or see the Member(s) 
who are participating using Audiovisual communications. 

 
1.6 Members participating using Audio-only communication, shall verbally 

announce if they have to leave the meeting, and shall verbally announce 
when they are joining a meeting. 

 
1.7 Members of the public shall not attend meetings using Electronic 

Participation. 
 
 

2. Notice 
 

2.1 Members shall provide Legislative Services with at least 48 hours’ notice 
prior to a meeting in order to participate electronically. 

 
2.2 Members will be advised prior to any meeting if any Member(s) will be 

participating electronically.  
 
 
3. Technical Requirements 
 

3.1 Members participating electronically shall be responsible for testing and 
ensuring the reliability of their connection using Audio-only 
communication or Audio-visual communication prior to the start of the 
meeting. 

 
3.2 If, a Member loses connectivity during a meeting for more than 2 minutes, 

the Member will be deemed to have left the meeting, and: 
  

3.2.1 On the second occurrence of losing connectivity, shall not be 
permitted to re-join the meeting to avoid disruption to the meeting.  

 
3.3 Members shall only electronically participate in meetings that are being 

held in meeting rooms at 395 Mulock Drive that can accommodate the 
technical requirements of Electronic Participation. 

 
 
4. Voting 
 

4.1 All Members participating electronically must vote on matters which 
require voting. 
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4.2 Subject to Section 3.2 of this policy, Members participating electronically 

must be present for the entirety of a discussion if voting on a matter.  
 
4.3 When the Chair calls for a vote on a matter, Members who are 

participating using Audio-only communications, shall verbally announce 
their vote by stating “in favour” or “opposed”.   

 
4.4 When the Chair calls for a vote on a matter, Members who are 

participating using Audiovisual communications, shall visually show 
their vote by raising their hand to show they are either  “in favour” or 
“opposed”.   

 
5. Administration and Contact 
 

5.1 This Policy shall be administered by the Legislative Services Department.   
Procedures may be defined, and amended from time to time, by the Clerk 
to address specific implementation of this Policy. 

 
5.2 All questions, or concerns with respect to this Policy should be directed to 

the Clerk. 
 

Cross-References 
Municipal Act, 2001, as amended from time to time 
Town of Newmarket Procedure By-law 2015-50 
 

Contact 
Lisa Lyons, Director of Legislative Services/Town Clerk 
905-953-5300 ext. 2211 
llyons@newmarket.ca 
 

Details 
Approved by: Council 
Adoption Date:  
Policy Effective Date: January 1, 2018 
Last Revision Date:  
Revision No: 000 
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6.  Consideration of Items Requiring Discussion (Regular Agenda) 

R4. PRCS17-041 – Central York Fire Services Headquarters Station 4-5 

Moved by Councillor Thompson 
Seconded by Councillor Abel 

1. That Report No. PRCS17-041 be received; and 

2. That the design for the Central York Fire Services Station 4-5 presented by 
Thomas Brown Architects Inc. be approved; and 

3. That staff be authorized to proceed with Phase 2 of the RFP submitted by 
Thomas Brown Architects Inc. for the preparation of detailed drawings, 
specifications and tender documents in the amount of $165,000, excluding 
disbursements and taxes. 

Carried 

Extract from 
Council Meeting of 

Tuesday, November 14, 2017 
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 Town of Aurora 
 Council Report No. PRCS17-041 
 

Subject: Central York Fire Services Headquarters Station 4-5 

Prepared by: Allan D. Downey, Director of Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services 

Department: Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services 

Date: November 14, 2017 
 

Recommendation 

1. That Report No. PRCS17-041 be received; and 

2. That the design for the Central York Fire Services Station 4-5 presented by 
Thomas Brown Architects Inc. be approved; and 

3. That staff be authorized to proceed with Phase 2 of the RFP submitted by 
Thomas Brown Architects Inc. for the preparation of detailed drawings, 
specifications and tender documents in the amount of $165,000, excluding 
disbursements and taxes. 

Executive Summary 

This report is to seek approvals for conceptual design and to proceed with Phase 2 of 
the project: 

• Several Task Force meetings have taken place 
• Alternative designs were presented and evaluated 
• Two storey concept was recommended by the Task Force to the Joint Council 

Committee 
• Refinement of the concept design has been ongoing 
• Task Force recommends to the Joint Council Committee that the concept design 

be approved and the project proceed to Phase 2 
• The project continues to be within acceptable budget tolerances subject to a final 

design cost estimate 
• Next steps upon receiving Council approval will be a presentation to the Town of 

Newmarket Council 
 

Council Meeting Agenda 
Tuesday, November 14, 2017

Item R3 
Page 1 of 5
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• Public awareness and communication strategy will initiate once approvals of 
Phase 2 is received 

Background 

Town of Aurora Council approved Report PRCS17-008 on March 28, 2017 engaging 
the services of Thomas Brown Architects Inc. 

A Facility Task Force was also established to oversee the project and provide input into 
the design and guide the process. 

The Task Force presented the draft design to the Joint Council Committee (JCC) on 
November 7, 2017.  JCC recommend the approval the design and recommended 
proceeding to Phase 2 of the RFP process. 

Analysis 

Several Task Force meetings have taken place 

The Architect has met with members of the Task Force on Fire Headquarters Station 4-
5 on August 1st, September 11th, October 17th.  In addition, they have met with the Fire 
Chief and his staff on several occasions to obtain input and requirements for the facility. 

Alternative designs were presented and evaluated 

The Architect was tasked to present alternative designs for the facility as part of their 
design exercise.  The alternative designs considered are one storey and two storey 
concepts as well as alternative site considerations of the proposed facility. 

These alternatives were presented, along with preliminary cost estimates, to the Task 
Force.  The Task Force recommended a two storey concept with responding fire 
vehicles entering onto Earl Stewart Drive. 

Two storey concept was recommended by the Task Force to the Joint Council 
Committee 

On September 26, 2017, Thomas Brown Architects Inc. presented the alternative 
concepts and the recommended two storey concept, with associated cost estimates to 
the members of the Joint Council Committee.  

 

Council Meeting Agenda 
Tuesday, November 14, 2017

Item R3 
Page 2 of 5
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Members provided input at the meeting as well as being provided an opportunity to 
contact the Fire Chief with any concerns or issues they had with the concept presented 
or request additional information. 

Approvals were not requested at that meeting. 

Refinement of the concept design 

Following the JCC presentation on September 26, 2017, the Architect and the Fire staff 
have continued to meet and refine the design.  The facility Task Force were presented 
with these design refinements on October 17, 2017.  Preliminary cost estimates were 
also provided at that meeting for review. 

Task Force recommends to the Joint Council Committee that the concept design 
be approved and the project proceed to Phase 2 

The Task Force is satisfied that the concept design has reached a stage where 
approval could be recommended that the preliminary cost estimates are aligned with the 
budget.  Phase 2 of the project as outlined in the RFP engages the architect to 
complete a detailed design, construction drawings and specifications and preparation of 
tender documents.  Completion of Phase 2 is estimated to take 5-6 months. 

The project continues to be within acceptable budget tolerances subject to a final 
design cost estimate 

At this point in the design phase, preliminary budget estimates are slightly over budget; 
however, several items within the overall budget are only estimated and, as the project 
details become more refined, so will the budget estimates. 

Staff are confident that the project can be delivered at this time within the approved 
overall budget. 

Next steps upon receiving Joint Council Committee recommendations are 
presentations and approvals from the Town of Aurora Council and the Town of 
Newmarket Council 

This being a joint project, the Joint Council Committee recommendations will require 
approval from both Aurora and Newmarket Council’s.  Council approval is required to 
authorize staff to proceed to Phase 2 and acceptance of the concept changes.  The 
Architect will be asked to make a presentation to each Council as part of this approval 
process. 

Council Meeting Agenda 
Tuesday, November 14, 2017

Item R3 
Page 3 of 5
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Public awareness and communication strategy will initiate once approvals of 
Phase 2 is received 

The RFP includes the creation and erection of a sign on the site selected for this facility.  
In addition, an on-line communication strategy will commence to inform the public of the 
project and track its progress.  Public inquiries will also be responded to as part of this 
on-line communication strategy. 

Advisory Committee Review 

None required. 

Financial Implications 

Approved total budget is $11,000,000. 

  

Communications Considerations 

Communications strategy will commence upon approval to proceed with Phase 2 of the 
project. 

 

Estimated construction contract 8,408,545         
 - 27,569 sq ft @ $305/sq ft
-  includes site servicing to landscaping
- includes prefab shed for training area 250,000            

Total construction contract 8,658,545         

Project management fees 300,000            

Architectural fees @ 7% 600,000            

Permits 50,000              

Provision for adverse soils 200,000            

Allowance for training props 100,000            

Escalation provision 260,000            

Owners contingency 875,000            

Estimated total project cost - Class C Estimate 11,043,545       

All amounts include the non-refundable HST components.

Council Meeting Agenda 
Tuesday, November 14, 2017

Item R3 
Page 4 of 5
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Inspiring the growth 
of an engaged and 
informed Newmarket 
as the centre of  
community dialogue,
debate and discovery
in dynamic and 
welcoming physical 
and virtual 
environments.

• Ignite Community 
  Dialogue, Discovery 
  and Debate

• Lead a learning 
  community

• Ready our 
  Capabilities

We will achieve this 
while focusing on fi ve 
Key Elements: 

• Collaborative 
  Relationships      

• Spaces

• Positioning
                                       
• Resources 

• Organization & 
  Operations

Th e Library’s 
Role...

To fulfi ll this 
role, we will...

              years ago, the Library began the implementation of its 
2013-2016 Strategic Plan, with each year ending with a Report to 
the Community on our progress. This year, we cap the Plan with 
another report and a view to the future. The next step will be to 
renew our Strategic Plan to refl ect the next phase of actions to 
cement the Library as a centre of learning and discovery in our 
community.

Our Library’s contribution to the community is immense. Besides 
books and literacy, we provide online media, digital skills learning, 
and community conversation. An Economic Impact Study 
completed in the past year showed that for every $1 investment, 
the Library returns $7.85 in benefi ts to Newmarket residents. But 
our ability to ramp up that investment is limited by the size and 
scope of our current library building. It just isn’t enough to reach 
every resident and provide the level of service they need.

Our community’s future depends on our ability to make smart 
investments now to build an intelligent, connected community 
where citizens thrive through lifelong learning. I invite you to 
contact me to discuss our community and our library’s future. 

“

“Todd Kyle, CEO
tkyle@newmarketpl.ca
October 2017

Four

www.newmarketpl.ca       1

MESSAGE FROM THE

CEO

Newmarket Public Library Board

    • Joan Stonehocker (Chair)
    • Tara Brown (Vice Chair)

        • Darcy McNeill
• Venkatesh Rajaraman

    • Councillor Kelly Broome
• Councillor Jane Twinney
       • Councillor Tom Vegh 

Contact: board@newmarketpl.ca

200



• The Library continued its IdeaMarket 
    series of community conversations, 
    presenting programs on topics such as
    global warming, entrepreneurship, and 
    the housing crisis.

• New activities were established at the
   Library in partnership with community 
   agencies, including:               

○ An FLL Junior club (with FIRST 
          Lego League).

○ An original play, The Haunted Library 
          (with Shadowpath Theatre).

○ Legal workshops (with the
          Ontario Bar Association).

• The Library continued its ongoing
    involvement with the Community 
    Collaborative Ecosystem, supporting 
    intelligent and connected infrastructure 
    and collaboration to build a
    knowledge-driven community. 

• The Library continued to expand its 
   community engagement with the launch 
   of its redesigned website which allows for
   easier feedback and service requests, 
   and offers program registration and 
   payment.

4th Year Successes4th Year Successes

Igniting Community 
Dialogue, Discovery 
& Debate

1.89 million1.89 million
number of times the Library’s 
online resources were 
accessed in 2016

6,500 6,500 
people who were matched
with volunter opportunities 
by the Library’s York Info 
service in 2016

2,1002,100
number of participants at 
Library outreach events 
in 2016

145,000 145,000 
number of visits to the 
Library’s website in 2016

$7.85$7.85
return for every $1 investment 
in Library expenditures, 
according to the Economic 
Impact Study (2016)

By
 th

e n
um

be
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By
 th
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rs
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Haunted Library play with Shadowpath Theatre

IdeaMarket community discussions
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• The Library continued to provide a wide 
   array of technology discovery and 
   computer learning programs to the 
   community. New programs included: 
   Social Media 101, Let’s Tinker (3D 
   design), and Robotics 101. 

• The Library launched the Maker Hub, a 
   space that features 3D printing, a 
   digital vinyl cutter, and a media editing 
   workstation. The Hub is open for 
   drop-ins fi ve days per week for 3-4 
   hours each day and offers programs and 
   appointments as well. 

• The Library expanded its device loan 
   program to offer laptop computers for 
   home loan.  

          

 

Leading a Learning 
Community 

By
 th

e n
um

be
rs

By
 th

e n
um

be
rs

26,300 26,300 
number of questions answered 
by Library staff during 2016

254,000 254,000 
number of visits to the
Library recorded in 2016

14,00014,000
number of people who  
attended Library programs 
in 2016

836 836 
number of people who attended 
computer and maker-related 
programs in 2016

219 219 
number of 3D prints completed 
by Library users in 2016.

34,500 34,500 
number of times residents 
logged into the Libary’s 
computer workstations in 2016 

24%24%
percentage of Library users 
who reported using a computer 
for employment purposes, 
according to the Impact Survey. 
9 people reported getting a job 
as a result.

4th Year Successes4th Year Successes

www.newmarketpl.ca       3

Maker Hub during Digital Shift tech help 

Children’s tech program

   

Funding for some of these initiatives was
provided by the Government of Ontario. 
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• The Library launched its “pop-up library” 
   kiosk at community events and facilities, 
   providing library information, Internet 
   access, e-resource cards, and free 
   books.

• The Library added three new online 
   services to its offerings: Hoopla (movies, 
   TV shows, audiobooks, music, and 
   e-books), Law Depot (customized legal 
   form templates), and Comics Plus. 

• The Library continued the Impact Survey
   as a regular outcome measure. The 
   survey showed that library Internet 
   access is valued and needed by 
   Newmarket residents to improve 
   their lives.

Readying Our
Capabilities

4th Year Successes4th Year Successes

25,000 25,000 
number of residents with a 
Library card

506,000 506,000 
number of items borrowed 
from the Library in 2016 

17 %17 %
percentage of borrowing 
that is digital media

30,000 30,000 
total e-music streams and 
downloads from the Library
in 2016.

850850
number of enrollments in the 
Library’s online Gale Courses 
in 2016

3,4003,400
followers of the Library’ s 
social media accounts

3,7003,700
number of subscribers to the 
Library’s e-newsletter

72%72%
percentage of items checked 
out using the Library’s two 
self-serve stations

By
 th

e n
um

be
rs

By
 th

e n
um

be
rs
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Pop-up Library outreach at York Pride Fest

203



2017-2018 Digital Ad Campaign 
The Library is continuing to promote its Online Library using digital ads through Metroland 
Media. During the campaign the ads will generate 390,000 impressions on yorkregion.com,
and 720,000 impressions on other websites visited by people using mobile devices within a 
5km radius of the library.
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Central York Fire Services -  
Joint Council Committee 

 
Tuesday, September 26, 2017 at 9:30 AM 

 
Town of Aurora, Holland Room  

100 John West Way, Aurora  
 

Central York Fire Services - Joint Council Committee Minutes - September 26, 2017 - Page 1 of 4 
 

 

The meeting of the Central York Fire Services - Joint Council Committee was held on 
Tuesday, September 26, 2017 in the Holland Room, Town of Aurora, 100 John West Way, 
Aurora, Ontario.  
 
Members Present 
Newmarket: Councillor Twinney, Chair 
 Councillor Hempen 
  
Aurora: Councillor Thompson, Vice Chair 
 Councillor Abel (arrived at 9:35 AM) 
 Councillor Mrakas 
 
Regrets 
Newmarket: Councillor Bisanz  
 
Staff Present 
Newmarket: B. Shelton, Chief Administrative Officer 
 L. Georgeff, Director of Human Resources  
 M. Mayes, Director of Financial Services/Treasurer 
 D. Schellenberg, Manager, Finance & Accounting 
 K. Saini, Deputy Town Clerk, Recording Secretary  
 
Aurora: D. Nadorozny, Chief Administrative Officer 
 A. Downey, Director of Parks, Recreation, and Cultural 

Services (9:30 AM to 10:42 AM) 
 
Central York Fire Services: I. Laing, Fire Chief  
 C. Duval, Deputy Fire Chief 
 R. Volpe, Deputy Fire Chief  
  
The meeting was called to order at 9:31 AM with Councillor Twinney in the Chair.  
 
 
Additions & Corrections to the Agenda 
 
None.  
 
 
Declarations of Pecuniary Interest 
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None.  
 
Deputations 
 
None. 
 
Presentation  
 
1. Design for the new Central York Fire Services Headquarters Station 4-5 
 
Mr. Paul McIntosh and Mr. Chris Kubbinga, Thomas Brown Architects provided a 
presentation regarding the design for the new Central York Fire Services (CYFS) 
Headquarters Station 4-5.  There was discussion regarding the preliminary space for the 
headquarters office, suppression staff space, equipment space, apparatus bay/service 
space, training/classroom space, and circulation and walls.  There was discussion 
regarding the preliminary design for the new Station.  It was noted that CYFS staff would 
review the preliminary design space, and provide comments to Thomas Brown Architects.  
Al Downey provided an update on next steps for the design space. 
 
Moved by:  Councillor Abel 
Seconded by:  Councillor Thompson 
 

1. That the presentation provided by the Mr. Paul McIntosh and Mr. Chris 
Kubbinga, Thomas Brown Architects regarding the Central York Fire 
Services Headquarters 4-5 design update be received. 

 
Carried 

 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
2. Central York Fire Services - Joint Council Committee Meeting Minutes of May 

16, 2017 
 
Moved by:  Councillor Thompson 
Seconded by:  Councillor Mrakas 
 

1. That the Central York Fire Services - Joint Council Committee Meeting 
Minutes of May 16, 2017 be approved. 

Carried 
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Items 
 
3.  Progress Update - Fire Station 4-5 
 
This matter was discussed as part of item 1.   
 
 
4. “Future Home of Fire Station 4-5” Signage Discussion 
 
It was noted that a sign indicating the site is a future home of the new Fire Station would 
only be erected once the building’s design has been approved by Council.   
 
 
5. 2017 Central York Fire Services Budget Report - Second Quarter 
 
Moved by:  Councillor Hempen 
Seconded by: Councillor Thompson  
 

1. That the Joint Central York Fire Services and Corporate Services Report - 
Financial Service 2017-34 dated August 21, 2017 regarding the 2017 Central 
York Fire Services Budget Report - Second Quarter be received for 
information purposes. 

 
Carried 

 
 
6. 2018 Draft Operating and Capital Budget Report 
 
Moved by:  Councillor Thompson 
Seconded by:  Councillor Mrakas 

 
1. That Joint Central York Fire Services Report - Financial Services - 2017-42 

dated September 13, 2017 regarding Draft 2018 Operating and Capital 
Budget be received and the following recommendations be adopted: 

 
a. That the Joint Council Committee (JCC) receive and review the draft 

budgets; and, 
 
b. That a special JCC meeting be called in October to finalize a 

recommendation to be sent to Aurora Council for review. 
 

Carried 
 
 

207



 

Central York Fire Services - Joint Council Committee Minutes - September 26, 2017 - Page 4 of 4 
 

New Business 
 
7.  Fire Medics 
 
Councillor Mrakas inquired about the role of fire medics and its impact to Central York Fire 
Services. 
 
It was requested that this item be added to the November agenda for discussion.   
 
 
Closed Session 
 
Councillor Twinney advised that there was no requirement to resolve into a Closed 
Session. 
 
 
Adjournment 
 
Moved by: Councillor Abel 
Seconded by: Councillor Mrakas 
 

1. That the Central York Fire Services Joint Council Committee Meeting 
adjourn at 10:58 AM. 

 
Carried 

 
 
 

______________________    ______________________________ 
  Date      Councillor Twinney, Chair 
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Central York Fire Services -  
Joint Council Committee 

(Special Budget) 
 

Wednesday, October 25, 2017 at 9:30 AM 
 

Town of Newmarket, Cane A and B  
395 Mulock Drive, Newmarket  

 

(Special Budget) Central York Fire Services - Joint Council Committee Minutes -  
October 25, 2017 - Page 1 of 3 
 

 

The special budget meeting of the Central York Fire Services - Joint Council Committee 
was held on Wednesday, October 25, 2017 in Cane A and B, Town of Newmarket, 395 
Mulock Drive, Newmarket, Ontario.  
 
Members Present 
Newmarket: Councillor Twinney, Chair 
 Councillor Hempen 
 Councillor Bisanz 
 
Aurora: Councillor Thompson, Vice Chair 
 Councillor Abel  
 Councillor Mrakas 
  
Staff Present 
Newmarket: P. Noehammer, Commissioner, Development & 

Infrastructure Services 
 E. Armchuk, Commissioner, Corporate Services 
 M. Mayes, Director of Financial Services/Treasurer 
 K. Saini, Deputy Town Clerk, Recording Secretary  
 
Aurora: J. Gaertner Deputy Treasurer 
 M. Ramunno, Director of Planning Services 
 Director of Parks, Recreation, and Cultural Services  
 
Central York Fire Services: I. Laing, Fire Chief  
 R. Volpe, Deputy Fire Chief  
  
The meeting was called to order at 9:34 AM with Councillor Twinney in the Chair.  
 
 
Additions & Corrections to the Agenda 
 
Moved by:   Councillor Abel 
Seconded by: Councillor Bisannz 
 

1. That Joint Central York Fire Services/Corporate Services Report - Financial 
Services 2017-47 dated October 18, 2017 regarding 2017 CYFS Budget 
Report - Third Quarter be added to the agenda. 

Carried 
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Declarations of Pecuniary Interest 
None.  
 
Deputations 
None. 
 
Presentation  
None. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
None. 
 
Items 
 
1. Draft 2018 Operating and Capital Budgets - Update 
 
Mr. Mayes, Director of Financial Services provided an overview of the 2018 draft budget.  
Joint Central York Fire Services/Corporate Services Report - Financial Services Report 
2017-47 was used and referenced in the discussion.  There was discussion regarding 
budget targets, staffing, and multi-year budgeting. 
 
Next steps regarding the budget process were discussed.  It was noted that the draft 
budget will be presented to Aurora’s General Committee, Aurora Council, Newmarket’s 
Committee of the Whole, and finally Newmarket Council.   
 
Moved by:  Councillor Mrakas 
Seconded by:  Councillor Abel 
 

1. That Joint Central York Fire Services/Corporate Services Report - Financial 
Services 2017-47 dated October 18, 2017 regarding 2017 CYFS Budget 
Report - Third Quarter be received for information purposes; and, 

 
2. That the Joint CYFS/Corporate Services report - Finance 2017-44 dated 

October 10, 2017 regarding the draft 2018 Operating and Capital Budget - 
Update be received and the following recommendations be adopted: 

 
a. That the Joint Council Committee (JCC) receive and review the draft 

budgets; and, 
 
b. That the October 25, 2017 JCC Meeting be used to finalize a 

recommendation to be sent to Aurora Council for review and then to 
Newmarket Council for approval. 

 
Carried 
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New Business 
None.  
 
 
Closed Session 
 
Councillor Twinney advised that there was no requirement to resolve into a Closed 
Session. 
 
 
Adjournment 
 
Moved by: Councillor Abel 
Seconded by: Councillor Bisanz 
 

1. That the Special Budget Central York Fire Services Joint Council Committee 
Meeting adjourn at 9:52 AM. 

 
Carried 

 
 
 

______________________    ______________________________ 
  Date      Councillor Twinney, Chair 
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Newmarket Downtown Development 
Committee 

 
Friday, June 30, 2017 at 10:00 AM 

Cane A & B  
 

395 Mulock Drive   

Town of Newmarket | NDDC | June 30, 2017 | Page 1 of 5 
 

1 
 

The meeting of the Newmarket Downtown Development Committee was held on Friday, 
June 30, 2017 in Cane A & B, 395 Mulock Drive, Newmarket. 
 
Members Present: Jackie Playter, Chair  
 Councillor Kwapis  
 Olga Paiva  
 Barbara Leibel  
 
Absent:  Steve Whitfield  
 
Staff Present: C. Kallio, Economic Development Officer  
 E. Bryan, Business Development Specialist  
 
The meeting was called to order at 10:01 AM.   
 
Jackie Playter in the Chair.  
 
Additions & Corrections to the Agenda 
 
None.  
 
Declarations of Pecuniary Interest 
 
a. Olga Paiva advised that due to ongoing litigation, she would not be participating in 

any discussion or voting pertaining to Item 4 of the agenda, (RC Design; 241 Main 
Street South) due to a conflict of interest regarding the use of the lane easement 
as outlined in the statement of claim issued to neighbouring properties, Lake 
Simcoe Region Conservation Authority and the Town of Newmarket in April, 2014.  

 
b. Jackie Playter declared a conflict in the Community Grant application from The 

Very Useful Theatre Company as she sits on the Board of Directors.  She advised 
she would not participate in any discussion or voting of the foregoing matter.  

 
Presentations & Recognitions 
 
None.  

 
Deputations 
 
None.  
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Approval of Minutes  
 
1. Newmarket Downtown Development Committee Meeting Minutes of March 31, 

2017.  
 
Moved by:  Councillor Kwapis   
Seconded by: Olga Paiva   
 

1. That the Newmarket Downtown Development Committee Meeting Minutes 
of March 31, 2017 2017 be approved.  
 

Carried  
 
Items  
 
2. Financial Incentives Program Grant Application 2017-06 – Interior Renovation 

and Improvement Program and Façade Improvement and Restoration Program 
Grant Applications, 221 Main Street South.  
 

The Economic Development Officer provided details associated with the application and 
advised as a follow-up to the March 31, 2017 Newmarket Downtown Development 
Committee meeting, the owner of 221 Main Street South is requesting assistance for a 
portion of interior renovation costs incurred since the Newmarket Downtown 
Development Committee application was received and funding assistance to repair the 
rear wall of the building.  
 
Moved by:   Councillor Kwapis    
Seconded by: Olga Paiva   
 

1. That the Interior Renovation and Improvement Program Grant application 
in the amount of $3,000 be approved; and, 

 
2. That the Façade Improvement and Restoration Program Grant application 

in the amount of $12,500.00 be approved, subject to confirmation of final 
costs and final approval from the Planning Department following 
consultation with the Lower Main Street Heritage Conservation District 
Advisory Committee; and,  

 
3. That the Project Feasibility Study Program Grant application in an amount 

up to $300.00 be approved, subject to confirmation of final costs; and,  
 
4. That Ms. Anne Martin, 355 Millard Avenue, Newmarket, ON L3Y 1Z6 be 

notified of this action.  
 

Carried  
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3. Financial Incentives Program Grant Application 2017-05 – Project Feasibility 
Study Program – 206 Main Street South.  

 
The Economic Development Officer advised that at the May 31, 2017 Newmarket 
Downtown Development Committee meeting, façade improvements, interior renovations 
and planning/building permit rebates were approved for the property known as 206 Main 
Street South.  He advised that as part of the interior renovations, the applicant is 
required to submit certified drawings to the Town of Newmarket for plumbing 
renovations and is therefore applying for assistance under the Project Feasibility Study 
program to offset fifty percent of those costs.  
 
Moved by:   Olga Paiva     
Seconded by: Councillor Kwapis    
 

1. That the Project Feasibility Study Program Grant application in the amount 
of $1250.00 be approved; and  

 
2. That Haven Eclectic Modern Style, 206 Main Street South, Newmarket, 

ON L3Y 3Z3 be notified of this action.  
 

Carried  
 

4. Financial Incentives Program Grant Application 2017-08 – Project Feasibility 
Study Program and Interior Renovation and Improvement Program Grant 
Applications – 241 Main Street South.  

 
The Economic Development Officer advised that as part of growth, the owner of RC 
Design would like to renovate the existing basement into office and meeting space.  He 
advised that the owner is requesting support to offset professional fees for 
design/preparation of building plans and quotations for work to be performed.  
 
Moved by:   Councillor Kwapis      
Seconded by: Barbara Leibel     
 

1. That the Project Feasibility Study Program Grant application in the amount 
of $675.00 be approved; and  

 
2. That the Interior Renovation and Improvement Program Grant application 

in the amount of $15,000.00 be approved; and,  
 

3. That RC Design, 241 Main Street South, Newmarket, ON L3Y 3Z1 be 
notified of this action.   
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Carried  

Olga Paiva took no part in the discussion or voting of the foregoing matter.  

5. Financial Incentives Program Grant Application 2017-09 – Project Feasibility 
Study Program, 262 Main Street South.  

 
The Economic Development Officer advised application 2017-09 for the property known 
as 262 Main Street South has been withdrawn from this agenda.   
 
Jackie Playter vacated the Chair.  
 
Councillor Kwapis assumed the Chair. 
 
6. Community Grant Application – The Very Useful Theatre Company – Newmarket 

Festival of One Act Plays – October 5 to 7, 2017.  
 
The Economic Development Officer advised that The Very Useful Theatre Company is 
seeking community grant support for its proposed “Newmarket Festival of One Act 
Plays” scheduled for October 5 to 7, 2017 at the Old Town Hall.  He advised that The 
Very Useful Theatre Company is a registered not-for-profit charitable organization with a 
mandate to utilize community based theatre productions as fund raising events on 
behalf of local charitable organizations. In this case, they are partnering with the Rotary 
Club of Newmarket and are seeking funding to offset rental fees and marketing/publicity 
costs.   
 
Moved by:   Barbara Leibel       
Seconded by: Olga Paiva      
 

1. That the Community Grant application from The Very Useful Theatre 
Company in the amount of $1,500.00 be approved; and,  
 

2. That The Very Useful Theatre Company, 60 Harrison Drive, Newmarket, 
ON L3Y 4P4 be notified of this action.  

 
Carried  

 
Jackie Playter took no part in the discussion or voting of the foregoing matter.  
 
Councillor Kwapis vacated the Chair.  
 
Jackie Playter assumed the Chair.  
 
New Business  
 
None.  
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Adjournment 
 
Moved by:  Councillor Kwapis   
Seconded by:  Olga Paiva   
 

1. That the meeting adjourn at 11:00 AM.   
 

Carried 
 
 
 
______________________________  ______________________________ 
 Date       J. Playter, Chair  
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Heritage Newmarket Advisory 
Committee 

 
Tuesday, October 17, 2017 at 7:00 PM 

Mulock Room 
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The meeting of the Heritage Newmarket Advisory Committee was held on Tuesday, 
October 17, 2017 in the Mulock Room, 395 Mulock Drive, Newmarket. 
 
 
Members Present: Councillor Hempen  

Joan Seddon  
Malcom Watts 
Billie Locke, Vice Chair 
 

Absent: Rohit Singh 
 Athol Hart, Chair 

 
Staff Present: L. Long, Supervisor, Municipal By-law Enforcement 
 H. Leznoff, Council/Committee Coordinator  
 
 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM with Billie Locke in the chair.   
 
Additions and Corrections to the Agenda 
 
None. 
 
 
Declarations of Pecuniary Interest 
 
None. 
 
Presentations  
 
None.  
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
None.  
 
Correspondence 
 
None.  
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Items 
 
1.  Review of Property standards By-law 
 
The Supervisor, Municipal By-law Enforcement and Committee members reviewed the 
proposed amendments to the Property Standards By-law, specifically Section 50 which 
addressed heritage properties and heritage related definitions. The Committee 
discussed the follow topics: heritage fencing and heritage attributes defined in the by-
law, repair requirements including materials for repair of heritage properties, the 
potential for consultation with the Property Standards Committee when a heritage 
property is being discussed, the process for a property to receive an order under the By-
law and the timeframes for compliance, enforcement and penalties for noncompliance, 
and how the By-law will better protect heritage properties.  
 
The Heritage Newmarket Advisory Committee supports the amendments to the 
Property Standards By-law, including the addition of a Heritage section.   

 
 
Adjournment 
 
Moved by:   Joan Seddon 
Seconded by:  Malcom Watts 
 

1. That the Heritage Newmarket Advisory Committee adjourn at 8:48 PM 
 

Carried 
 
 
 
 

_____________________________                          ____________________________ 
 Date B. Locke, Vice Chair 
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From: Mark Koning  
Sent: November 14, 2017 3:39 PM 
Subject: Red for Change & World AIDS Day 
 
Hello, 
  
This a follow up to a formal letter that was sent out in the mail last week and I wanted to make sure that 
the notice was received. In summary, our letter requested that you: 

•         Issue a proclamation declaring December 1 as World AIDS Day.  

•         Share a photo of you wearing a  red ribbon for our social media campaign Red for Change: 
Wear It, Hold It, Show It. We will widely share this photo on our Facebook page and Twitter 
feeds during World AIDS Awareness Week (November 23-30) and on World AIDS Day. This will 
showcase your solidarity with people living with this chronic illness in your constituency. (A 
ribbon was include in the letter mailed to your office) 

•         Participate in our World AIDS Day vigil on Friday, December 1 (please see invitation attached). 
We would greatly welcome your presence if available. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions.  

Thank you,  

Mark 
 
Mark Koning  (pronouns: he/him) 
Communications & Administration Coordinator 
AIDS Committee of York Region  
mkoning@acyr.org | | 905-884-0613 x203 (Work)  
 
10909 Yonge St. #203, Richmond Hill, ON L4C 3E3 
Toll Free 1-800-243-7717   Fax 905-884-7215 
www.acyr.org 
 

 
 
twitter @OUTREACHACYR 
facebook AIDS COMMITTEE OFYORK REGION 
Read all about it! ACYR Blog 
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Town of Newmarket 
395 Mulock Drive P.O. Box 328, 
Newmarket, Ontario, L3Y 4X7 
 
 

Email: info@newmarket.ca | Website: newmarket.ca | Phone: 905-895-5193 
 

Page 1 of 2 

Memorandum #2 

Use of Corporate Resources & Election 
Campaign Activities Policy 

 
November 27, 2017  
 
This second memorandum will provide Members of Council with additional information 
on the revisions to the Town’s existing Use of Corporate Resources & Election 
Campaign Activities Policy following the discussion held at the November 13, 2017 
Council meeting. 
 

Discussion at Council on November 13, 2017 
A number of concerns were addressed by Council on November 13, 2017, and the 
following highlights the amendments that have been made to the Policy.  The major 
amendments to the Policy are highlighted in yellow. 

• Policy Title 
It was suggested that the title “Use of Corporate Resources in an Election Period Policy” 
did not reflect all of the areas that the Policy covers.  As such, the title of the Policy has 
not changed, and remains “Use of Corporate Resources & Election Campaign Activities 
Policy”. 
 

• Purpose 
There was discussion regarding the primary purpose of the Policy.  Additional language 
in the purpose has been added to reflect that the Policy develops a framework intended 
to protect incumbent candidates from, any real or perceived material advantage, over 
non-incumbent candidates because incumbent candidates have access to corporate 
resources during election periods. 
 

• Definitions 
Following the discussion at Council, staff included three new definitions to the Policy to 
provide clarity and assist candidates with understanding what “campaign activity”, 
“corporate resource”, and “event” mean.  The definitions are as follows: 

 
Campaign Activity means any activity, using campaign materials, by or on 
behalf of a candidate, political party, or registered third party meant to elicit 
support during the election period.  
 
Corporate Resource means anything that a person would have access to only 
by virtue of their elected Office or employment with the Town of Newmarket.  This 
includes items such as the use of: an Office title (such as “Mayor”, “Deputy Mayor 
& Regional Councillor”, or “Councillor”); Town employees; Town events; Town 
facilities; Town funds; information; and infrastructure. 
 
Event means an organized activity that is not a campaign activity. 
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• Permitted Activities for Members and Candidates 
Section 4 of the Policy lists the activities for Members of Council during a municipal 
election period, and Candidates during other election periods.  This means that there 
are some activities that are not permitted for all Members of Council as of May 1 in an 
election year, even if they have not filed their nomination papers.  This Policy applies to 
all Members of Council, whether or not they are seeking re-election.  This scope is not 
new to the Policy; however, it is highlighted in this memorandum for the purposes of 
demonstrating how section 4 of the Policy would be applied.  Section 4 also applies 
restrictions to Members of Council who may be a candidate in a provincial election, 
federal election, or leadership contest.   
 

• Using Corporate Resources to Organize Events 
To ensure that incumbent candidates (i.e. Members of Council) do not enjoy any real or 
perceived material advantage over non-incumbent candidates it is recommended that 
the Policy creates a framework for all types of events, both campaign and non-campaign 
related.   
 
There were concerns regarding restricting Members of Council from holding events that 
have not been held within the previous two years.  Section 4 of the Policy now states 
that as of May 1, all Members of Council are not permitted to use corporate resources 
for organizing/hosting an event, seek donations for an event or seek sponsorships for an 
event.  This does not restrict Members of Council from hosting or organizing an event or 
seeking donations or sponsorships for an event; however, it only restricts Members from 
using corporate resources for this purpose, and therefore does not create an advantage 
for any candidate during an election period.  
 

• Applicability of Policy for Events in 2018 
Staff from the executive offices and Legislative Services have reviewed the number of 
events that Members of Council are currently organizing for 2018.  It was noted that all 
events will be held prior to May 1, 2018, except for the Council-endorsed Mayor’s Golf 
Tournament (which is scheduled for September 2018).  Save the date invitations for this 
event have already been distributed, and planning and organization of the event has 
begun.   
 
As a transition period for the implementation of this section within the Policy, and given 
that the Mayor’s Golf Tournament is Council-endorsed, it would be recommended that 
this event be discontinued after 2018.   
 

Attachment 
Revised Use of Corporate Resources & Election Campaign Activities Policy - dated 
November 27, 2017 
 

Contact 
For more information, contact Lisa Lyons, Director of Legislative Services 
llyons@newmarket.ca 
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Topic: Use of Corporate 
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Date:  
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Policy Statement & Strategic Plan Linkages 
 
In order to preserve the public trust and comply with the provisions of the Municipal 
Elections Act, 1996, as amended it is essential that Members of Town Council, all 
election candidates, and all Town employees maintain the highest standards of ethical 
conduct. This Policy reflects both provincial legislation and the conduct necessary to 
set a leading example in meeting the objectives of the Town’s Strategic Plan for being 
well equipped, and managed through decision-making processes that reflect sound 
governance and accountability. 
 
 
Purpose 
 
This Policy provides a consistent approach and direction to Town employees, elected 
officials, candidates and third party advertisers on how Town resources can and 
cannot be used for election related purposes.  It also ensures that incumbent 
municipal candidates do not enjoy any material advantage over other candidates 
through the use of corporate resources.  This Policy develops a framework for 
addressing any real or perceived advantages that incumbent candidates may have 
over non-incumbent candidates.  
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Scope 
 
This Policy applies to all, Town employees, candidates, including Members, an 
acclaimed Member or a Member not seeking re-election. 
 
 
Definitions 
 
Note:  Defined terms in this Policy have been bolded. 
 
Candidate means any person who has filed, and not withdrawn a nomination, for an 
elected office at the municipal, regional, school board, provincial or federal level, or 
political party in an election or by-election. 
 
Campaign Activity means any activity, using campaign materials, by or on behalf of 
a candidate, political party, or registered third party meant to elicit support during the 
election period.  
 
Campaign Materials means any materials used to solicit votes for a candidate(s) or 
question in an election including but not limited to literature, banners, posters, 
pictures, buttons, clothing, or other paraphernalia. Campaign materials include, but 
are not limited to, materials in all media, for example, print, displays, electronic radio 
or television, online including websites or social media. 
 
Corporate Resource means anything that a person would have access to only by 
virtue of their elected Office or employment with the Town of Newmarket.  This 
includes the items such as use of: an Office title (such as “Mayor”, “Deputy Mayor & 
Regional Councillor”, or “Councillor”); Town employees; Town events; Town 
facilities; Town funds; information; and infrastructure. 
 
Directional Sign means a temporary sign that is a maximum of 11” in length and 17” 
in width which is used to advise individuals of the specific location of an event within a 
facility.  Directional signs must only include: 1) the first and/or last name of the 
candidate or the name of the registered third party followed by the word “event”; 
and, 2) an arrow pointing to the direction of the room within the facility; and, 3) the 
name of the room within the facility.  As an example, directional signs must follow 
the below format (note: example is not to scale): 
 
  
      11” 
   
 

17” 
 

[Insert Candidate or Registered Third Party Name Here] Event 
 
 

[Insert Room Name Here, for example: Lounge 1] 
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Election means an election or by-election at the municipal, regional, school board, 
provincial and federal level of government, political party election or the submission of 
a question or by-law to the electors.  
 
Election-Related means anything that relates directly to an election as defined 
above.  
 
Election Period is defined for the purposes of this policy as follows: 
Regular municipal election 
(includes regional and school 
board) 

the period commences on the first day nominations 
may be filed and ending on Voting Day. 

Municipal by-election (includes 
regional and school board) 

the period commences on the first day nominations 
may be filed and ending on Voting Day 

Provincial or federal election the election period commences the day the writ for 
the election is issued and ends on Voting Day; 

Provincial party leadership 
contests 

the period commences with the date of registration 
as a candidate with the Chief Electoral Officer of 
Ontario and ends with the date fixed for the 
leadership vote as filed with the Chief Electoral 
Officer of Ontario 

Federal party leadership and 
nomination contests 

the period commences when a contestant receives 
contributions, incurs expenses or borrows money/is 
deemed to be a contestant as stated in sections 
478.2 (2) and 476.2 of the Canada Elections Act 
and ends with the date of selection. 

 
Employee means all full-time and part-time individuals hired by the Town and Central 
York Fire Services, including all contract, temporary, student, secondment or co-
operative placement persons. 
 
Event means an organized activity that is not a campaign activity. 
 
Member means an elected Member of the Council of the Corporation of the Town of 
Newmarket. 
 
Registered Third Party means in relation to an Election in a municipality, an 
individual, corporation or trade union that is registered under section 88.6 of the 
Municipal Elections Act, 1996 as amended.  
 
Town Facility means any Town of Newmarket owned or leased facility, including 
Town parks, sports fields and civic event spaces, and designated premises of that 
facility such as parking areas. Including but not limited to: The Magna Centre, Ray 
Twinney Recreation Complex, Lions Hall, Community Centre, and Riverwalk 
Commons, etc.  
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Voting Day means, in the case of a regular election, the fourth Monday in October in 
the year of the election or in the case of a by-election means the 45th day after 
Nomination Day, in accordance with the Municipal Elections Act. 
 
Ward Meeting means an informal public meeting or gathering hosted by a Member of 
Council to discuss local issues with residents, including but not limited to drop-ins, 
barbeques, information sessions and more. 
 
 
1. General Policy Principles 
 

1.1 Pursuant to the Municipal Elections Act, the Town of Newmarket cannot 
make a contribution, including money, goods and services, to any 
candidate, registered third party, or in support of or opposition of a 
question on the ballot during an election period. 
 

1.2 Nothing in this Policy shall preclude a Member from performing his/her 
duty as an elected official, nor inhibit him/her from representing the 
interests of the constituents who elected him/her. 
 

1.3 Subject to section 2.0 of this Policy, campaign activities, or election 
signs or any other election-related campaign material will not be 
displayed in any Town-owned and/or operated facility. 
 

1.4 The municipality’s logo, crest, coat of arms, slogans, etc. shall not be 
printed or distributed on any election-related campaign materials or 
included on any election-related website, except in the case of a link to 
the Town’s website to obtain information about the municipal election. 
 

1.5 Photographs produced for and owned by the Town of Newmarket shall 
not be used for any election purposes. 

 
1.6 Town employees may not engage in political activity during working 

hours and shall not identify as Town employees when engaged in any 
kind of political activity in accordance with section 5 of this Policy.   

 
1.7 Members may not use corporate resources for campaign activities, 

to print or distribute campaign material, or for any election-related 
purpose.  

 
1.8 Members are responsible for ensuring that the content of any 

communication material, including printed materials such as newsletters, 
advertising, etc. funded by the Town for the operation of each Member’s 
Office, is not election-related.  

 

292



 

Page 5 of 8 
 

1.9  Member’s social media accounts, domain names or websites, that are 
funded by the Town, may not include any election-related campaign 
material and may not be re-designated for campaign purposes or 
provide a link to a campaign site or campaign activities. 

 
 
2. Campaign Activities at Town-owned and/or operated facilities 
 

2.1 Candidates and registered third parties may not display campaign 
materials or hold/host campaign activities at Town facilities except 
subject to the following: 
 
2.1.1 Candidates and registered third parties pay the full market 

rental fees and rates for use of such facilities; and, 
 

2.1.2 Candidates and registered third parties set up and remove all 
campaign materials, including, but not limited to, signs, posters, 
and other campaign-related paraphernalia within the allotted 
rental period; and,  
 

2.1.3 Campaign materials may only be displayed within the rented 
area designated within the rental agreement; and, 
 

2.1.4 Candidates and registered third parties are permitted up to a 
maximum of 3 directional signs within the facility.  The 
directional signs must be temporarily affixed to the wall, using 
non-permanent tape that can easily be removed, without causing 
damage to the wall and/or paint.  Directional signs cannot 
obstruct or interfere with any existing signage. 
 

2.2 Despite subsection 2.1 of this Policy, Candidates and registered third 
parties shall not use the Municipal Offices (located at 395 Mulock Drive) 
or the Town’s Operations Centre (located at 1275 Maple Hill Court) to 
display campaign material or undertake campaign activities.  
 

2.3 Candidates and registered third parties shall not rent Town facilities 
for campaign activities on a date when there is a Voter Assistance 
Centre or Voting Location established at that facility or property. 
 

3.  Campaign Activities at Events 
 

3.1  Candidates and registered third parties may attend Town organized 
events during the election period, but may not display or distribute 
campaign materials or undertake any campaign activities for 
themselves, a political party, registered third party, or in support of or 
opposition of a question on a ballot. 
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3.2  With the exception of the Municipal Offices (395 Mulock Drive), and the 

Operations Centre (1275 Maple Hill Court), candidates and registered 
third parties may attend, campaign, and undertake campaign 
activities at non-Town organized events held at Town-owned facilities 
only with the permission of the event permit holder. 

 
 

4. Activities not permitted for: 1) Members of Council during a 
Municipal Election Period; and, 2) Candidates during other 
Election Periods 

 
4.1  In any material printed or distributed by the Town of Newmarket, using 

corporate resources, Members during a municipal election period, or 
candidates in other election periods, are not permitted to:  
 
4.1.1 Illustrate that an individual (either a Member or any other 

individual) is a candidate registered in any election; 
 

4.1.2 Identify where they or any other individual will be running for 
office; or, 
  

4.1.3 Profile or make reference to a candidate in any election.  
 

4.2 Members during a municipal election period, or candidates in other 
election periods, may not hold Ward Meetings during this period. 

 
4.3 The Town shall not provide the following to Members during a municipal 

election period, or candidates in other election periods, and will 
resume these services the day after the end of the election period: 
 
4.3.1 All forms of advertising, including in municipal publications; 
 
4.3.2 All printing, high speed photocopying for distribution including but 

not limited to distribution of publications such as newsletters; 
 
4.3.3 The ordering and use of custom branded stationery; and, 
 
4.3.4 All expenses related to ward or community meetings, business 

cards. 
 

4.4 Notwithstanding section 4.3 Members, or candidates in other election 
periods, may make a request to Council to direct staff to use corporate 
resources to inform constituents of emerging, urgent community issues 
during an election period. 
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4.5 Subject to the Elected Officials Expense Policy and the Guidelines for 
Discretionary Expenses, all expenses as outlined in section 4.3 of this 
Policy are subject to the following: 
 
4.5.1 Received and used prior to May 1 in a municipal election year, or 

the date a candidate files his/her nomination papers with the 
Clerk in a by-election.  

 
4.5.2 Submitted before May 1, in a municipal election year or the date 

a candidate files his/her nomination papers with the Clerk in a by-
election, or within 2 months of the expense being incurred.  

 
4.6 Members during a municipal election period, or candidates in other 

election periods, shall not use corporate resources to organize/host 
an event, seek donations for an event, or seek sponsorships for an 
event.  

 
4.7  Ward publications will not be distributed following the start of the 

election period in a municipal election year, or the day after a 
candidate files his/her nomination papers in other election periods. 

 
 

5. Procedures for Town of Newmarket Employees 
 

5.1  Employees shall not use corporate resources in support of or in 
opposition to a candidate, political party, or registered third party. 

 
5.2  Employees shall not canvass nor actively work in support of or in 

opposition to a candidate or party during normal working hours, unless 
they are on a leave of absence without pay, lieu time, float day, or 
vacation leave.  

 
5.3  Employees shall not canvass nor actively work in support of or in 

opposition to a candidate or party while wearing a Town uniform, badge, 
crest or other item identifying them as a Town of Newmarket employee, 
or while using a Town owned or leased vehicle.  

 
5.4  Employees working directly for a Member(s) of Council (i.e., Executive 

and Administrative Assistants), shall not be assigned to work as election 
officers in a municipal election. 

 
5.5  Employees, who are also relatives of any Member of Council or 

candidate for municipal election, shall not be assigned to work as 
election officers in a municipal election. 

5.6  Employees shall not use their official authority or influence for the 
purpose of interfering with or affecting the result of an election, nor use 
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their official title while participating in otherwise permissible political 
activities.  

 
5.7  Employees are advised to be especially mindful of public perception 

during municipal elections, and to ensure that their activities do not 
conflict with nor adversely affect their duties as employees of the Town. 
Moreover, employees have a responsibility to ensure that public 
resources are not used for political campaign purposes. 

6.  Administration and Contact 

 

6.1  This Policy shall be administered by the Legislative Services 
Department.   Procedures may be defined, and amended from time to 
time, by the Clerk to address specific implementation of this Policy. 

 
6.2 All questions, or concerns with respect to this Policy should be directed 

to the Director of Legislative Services/Town Clerk.  
 
 
 

Cross-References 
Municipal Elections Act, 1996, as amended 
Canada Elections Act, S.C. 2000, c.9, as amended 
Election Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. E.6, as amended 
Municipal Act, 2001, as amended 
Municipal Conflict of Interest Act, 1990, as amended 
Council Code of Conduct 
Employee Code of Conduct 
Use of Corporate Logo, Crest and Images Policy 
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Memorandum 

External Legal Review of standalone 
Election Sign By-law 

 
November 27, 2017  
 
As stated on page 8 of Legislative Services report 2017-25 entitled “Revisions to Sign 
By-law and standalone Election Sign By-law”, staff advised Members of Council that 
Newmarket was participating in a shared external legal review of the standalone 
Election Sign By-law with other York Region municipalities.  The legal review has 
completed, and the following highlights the subsequent revisions made to the By-law.  
The amendments to the By-law are highlighted in yellow for ease of reference. 

Definitions 
Given that Third Party Advertising will be new to municipal elections in 2018, the By-law 
has been revised to reflect a definition that more closely aligns with the Municipal 
Elections Act.  The definition of Third Party Advertising is as follows: 
 

“Third Party Advertisement” means an advertisement under the Canada 
Elections Act, the Election Act or the Municipal Elections Act in any broadcast, 
print, electronic or other medium that has the purpose of promoting, supporting or 
opposing: 
 
 (a) A certified Candidate;  
 
 (b) A “yes” or “no” answer to a question on a ballot; or, 
 
Third party advertisement does not include an advertisement by or under the 
direction of a Candidate or an advertisement described in subsection 8 (2) or 
(2.1) of the Municipal Elections Act. 

 
It was recommended that the definition of Third Party Election Sign be removed as it 
created redundancy with the definition of “Election Sign”. 
 

Election Signs 
It was recommended that the By-law address billboard and vehicles used as election 
signs in a separate section to ensure that the regulations are clear.  As such, section 4.4 
now states: 
 
4.4 No Owner shall Place or permit to be Placed, a Billboard Sign or an Election Sign 

on a vehicle that: 
 

(a) Interferes with the safe operation of vehicular traffic or the safety of 
pedestrians, including the visibility of warning devices and traffic signals;  

 
(b) Impedes or obstructs the Town’s maintenance operations;  
 
(c) Impedes or obstructs the passage of pedestrians where they are 

reasonably expected to walk; 
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(d) Is within a Sight Triangle; 
 
(e) Simulates any traffic Sign, traffic signal, any other Sign that directs the 

movement of traffic, or any official Sign; 
 
(f) Uses words such as "stop", "look", "one way", "danger", "yield" or any 

similar phrases, symbols, lights or characters in such a manner as to tend 
to interfere with, mislead or confuse traffic; 

 
(g) Is in a state of disrepair or is located where it is a general hazard to public 

safety; or, 
 
(h) Be Placed so as to impede, hinder or prevent parking by vehicles on 

private or public lands, or on a Highway. 
 

Attachment 
Revised Draft Election Sign By-law 
 

Contact 
For more information, contact Kiran Saini, Deputy Town Clerk, ksaini@newmarket.ca 
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The Corporation of the Town of Newmarket 
 

By-law Number 2017-XX 
 
Being a by-law to manage and regulate election signs in the Town of Newmarket. 
 
Whereas subsection 11(3), paragraph 1 of the Municipal Act, 2001, S.O. 2001, c. 25, 
as amended authorizes The Corporation of the Town of Newmarket to pass by-laws 
respecting highways over which it has jurisdiction; and, 
 
Whereas subsection 11(3), paragraph 7 of the Municipal Act, 2001, S.O. 2001, c. 25, 
as amended authorizes The Corporation of the Town of Newmarket to pass by-laws 
respecting signs; and, 
 
Whereas subsection 63(1) of the Municipal Act, 2001, S.O. 2001, c. 25, as amended 
authorizes The Corporation of the Town of Newmarket, if it passes a by-law for 
prohibiting or regulating the placing of an object on a Highway, to provide for the 
removal of any object placed on a Highway in contravention of that by-law; and, 
 
Whereas section 425 of the Municipal Act, 2001, S.O. 2001, c. 25, as amended 
establishes that any person who contravenes any by-law of The Corporation of the 
Town of Newmarket is guilty of an offence; 
 
Now therefore, the Council of The Corporation of the Town of Newmarket enacts as 
follows: 
 
 
1. Short Title of By-Law  
 
1.1 This By-law may be referred to as the “Election Sign By-law”. 
 
 
2. Scope 
 
2.1 Where provisions in this by-law conflict with a provision from any other Town 

of Newmarket By-law, the provisions of this By-law take precedence with 
respect to Elections Signs. 

 
2.2 Words that are defined in Section 3 below but appear within this By-law 

unbolded and without the first letter capitalized shall have their ordinary and 
plain meaning. 
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3.  Definitions 
 
Note: Defined terms in this By-law are in bold and the first letter has been 

capitalized. 
 
 In this By-law: 
 

“Billboard Sign” means an outdoor Sign maintained by a person engaged in 
the sale or rental of space on the Sign to a client, upon which advertising of a 
business, activity, goods, products, services or facilities is not located or 
offered on the premises. 
 
“Boulevard” means that part of a Highway from the edge of the Roadway to 
the nearest lateral property line of the Highway. 

 
“Campaign Advertisements” means an advertisement in any broadcast, 
print, electronic or other medium, purchased by or under the direction of a 
Candidate or Registered Third Party. 

 
“Campaign Office” means a building or structure, or part of a building or 
structure, used by a Candidate or Registered Third Party. 

 
“Canada Elections Act” means the federal statute cited as the Canada 
Elections Act, S.C. 2000, c.9, as amended. 
 
“Candidate” means a person who has been nominated under the Canada 
Elections Act, the Election Act, or the Municipal Elections Act. 
 
“Council” means the Council of the Corporation of the Town of Newmarket. 
 
“Election Act” means the Ontario provincial statute cited as the Election Act, 
R.S.O. 1990, c.E.6, as amended. 
 
“Election Sign” means any Sign promoting, opposing or taking a position 
with respect to: 
 

(a) A question, law or by-law submitted to the electors under the 
Canada Elections Act, the Election Act or the Municipal 
Elections Act; 

 
(b) An issue associated with a person or political party participating 

in an election under the Canada Elections Act, the Election 
Act or the Municipal Elections Act; or, 

 

300



Revised Appendix B - Election Sign By-law 
2017-25 - Legislative Services Report 

Revisions to Sign By-law and standalone Election Sign By-law 
 

Page 3 of 18 of By-law No. 2017-XX 

(c) A Candidate or political party participating in an election under 
the Canada Elections Act, the Election Act or the Municipal 
Elections Act;  

 
Election Signs include Signs Placed by a Registered Third Party.  

 
“Fascia Sign” means a sign applied to or erected on and entirely supported 
by the wall of a building or structure. 

 
“Highway” includes a common and public Highway, street, avenue, parkway, 
driveway, square, location and includes any bridge, trestle, viaduct or other 
structure forming part of the Highway and includes the Boulevards and any 
area between the lateral property lines of the Highway. 
 
“Intersection Pedestrian Signal” means traffic control signals and/or a stop 
sign. 
 

 “Mobile Sign” means a non-illuminated Sign designed to be capable of being 
readily moved from one location to another is usually built on a trailer or other 
solid platform and may include wheels. 

“Municipal Elections Act” means the Ontario provincial statute cited as the 
Municipal Elections Act, 1996, S.O. 1996, c.32, as amended. 
 
“Municipal Law Enforcement Officer” means a person appointed by Council 
as a Municipal Law Enforcement Officer and shall also include an officer of 
the York Regional Police Service. 
 
“Owner” means a Candidate, Third Party, or Registered Third Party who 
Places or permits the Placing of an Election Sign or any person described 
on the Sign, whose name, address or telephone number is on the Sign or 
who benefits from the message on the Sign and for the purposes of this By-
law there may be more than one Owner of an Election Sign. 
 
“Park” means any land or premises under the control and/or ownership of the 
Town for park and recreational purposes and includes any lane, walkway or 
public parking area leading thereto, and also includes any and all buildings, 
structures, equipment, facilities, and improvements located in or on such land. 
 
“Person” means an individual, business, firm, body corporate, corporation, 
unincorporated business, partnership, association, Trade Union, or 
municipality. 
 
“Place” means to: attach, install, erect, build, construct, reconstruct, move, 
display or affix.  “Places” and “Placing” shall have the same meaning. 
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“Private Property” means real property that is not a Highway or Public 
Property. 
 
“Public Property” means real property owned or under the control of the 
Town of Newmarket, Region of York, Provincial Government, Federal 
Government or any of their respective agencies, boards or commissions but, 
for the purposes of this By-law, does not include a Highway or where one or 
more persons reside on the Public Property. 
 
“Registered Third Party” means one of the following and whose notice of 
registration has been certified with the Clerk pursuant to section 88.6 of the 
Municipal Elections Act: 
 

(a)  An individual who is normally a resident in Ontario; 
 
(b) A corporation that carries on business in Ontario; or, 
 
(c) A trade union that holds bargaining rights for employees in 

Ontario.  
 
“Roadway” means that part of a Highway that is improved, designed or 
ordinarily used for vehicular traffic including reserved lanes, shoulders and 
curbs and gutters. 

 
“School Crossing” means any portion of a Roadway designated by by-law 
of the Town, indicated as a school zone by Signs on the Highway as 
prescribed by the Highway Traffic Act, R.S.O. 1990, c.H.8, and Ontario 
Regulations, as amended and as may be amended from time to time. 
 
“Sidewalk” means that part of a Highway with a surface that is improved, 
designed or ordinarily used for the use of pedestrians or bicycles and includes 
a multi-use path. 
 
“Sight Triangle” means in the case of a corner lot, the triangular space 
formed by the street lines and a line drawn from a point in one street line to a 
point in the other street line, measured 5 metres (16.4 feet) along the street 
from the point of intersection of the street lines.  See Diagram 1 in Schedule 
A. 
 
“Sign” means any surface, structure and other component parts, which are 
used or capable of being used as a visual medium to attract attention to a 
specific subject matter or to create a design or convey a message and 
includes posters, billboards, advertising devices or notices. 
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“Third Party” means any Person who is not a registered Candidate, political 
party, or constituency association who incurs expenses with respect to a 
Third Party Advertisement. 
 
Third Party Advertisement” means an advertisement under the Canada 
Elections Act, the Election Act or the Municipal Elections Act in any 
broadcast, print, electronic or other medium that has the purpose of 
promoting, supporting or opposing: 
 
 (a) A certified Candidate;  
 
 (b) A “yes” or “no” answer to a question on a ballot; or, 
 
Third party advertisement does not include an advertisement by or under the 
direction of a Candidate or an advertisement described in subsection 8 (2) or 
(2.1) of the Municipal Elections Act.  
 
“Third Party Election Sign” means an Election Sign, the expense for which 
has been incurred by a Registered Third Party.  For greater certainty, Third 
Party Election Signs shall not be under the direction of a certified Candidate 
for public office in a municipal, provincial, or federal election. 

 
“Town” means The Corporation of the Town of Newmarket. 
 
“Town Clerk” means the Director of Legislative Services/Town 
Clerk/Returning Officer for the Town of Newmarket or his or her designate. 
 
“Trade Union” means a trade union as defined in the federal Labour 
Relations Act, 1995 or the Canada Labour Code (Canada) and includes a 
central, regional or district labour council in Ontario. 
 
“Voting Day” means the day on which the final vote is to be taken in an 
election. 
 
“Voting Location” means a location designated in accordance with the 
Municipal Elections Act, Election Act, or Canada Elections Act where 
electors cast their ballots and: 

 
(a) When a Voting Location is located on Public Property, 

includes all of the area enclosed by the lot lines of the Public 
Property and any Highway abutting; and, 

 
(b) When a Voting Location is located on Private Property, 

includes all of the common elements of the Private Property 
and any Highway immediately abutting. 

303



Revised Appendix B - Election Sign By-law 
2017-25 - Legislative Services Report 

Revisions to Sign By-law and standalone Election Sign By-law 
 

Page 6 of 18 of By-law No. 2017-XX 

“Voting Location” shall also include any location that has been established 
as a Voter Assistance Centre by the Clerk. 

 
 

4. General Prohibitions 
 
4.1 No Owner or Person shall Place or permit to be Placed a Sign except 

in accordance with this By-law. 
 
4.2 No Owner shall Place or permit to be Placed an Election Sign that: 
 

(a) Is illuminated, has flashing lights, or rotating parts; 
 
(b) Interferes with the safe operation of vehicular traffic or the safety 

of pedestrians, including the visibility of warning devices and 
traffic signals;  

 
(c) Impedes or obstructs the Town’s maintenance operations;  

 
(d) Is on a Roadway; 
 
(e) Impedes or obstructs the passage of pedestrians where they 

are reasonably expected to walk; 
 
(f) Is less than 10 metres (32.8 feet) from a Roadway on a 

Highway where pedestrians are prohibited; 
 
(g) Is on a median or island located within the Roadway or a 

roundabout; 
 
(h) Is within a Sight Triangle; 
 
(i) Is less than 3 metres (9.8 feet) from a School Crossing;  
 
(j) Is less than 30 metres (98.4 feet) from an Intersection 

Pedestrian Signal;  
 
(k) Is between the curb and the Sidewalk, where there is a 

Sidewalk;   
 

(l) Is located within 1.8 metres (6 feet) away from the face of the 
curb or edge of pavement of a Roadway and where there is a 
Sidewalk, not within 0.6 metres (2 feet) of such Sidewalk;   

 
(m) Is on a trailer; 
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(n) Simulates any traffic Sign, traffic signal, any other Sign that 

directs the movement of traffic, or any official Sign; 
 

(o) Uses words such as "stop", "look", "one way", "danger", "yield" 
or any similar phrases, symbols, lights or characters in such a 
manner as to tend to interfere with, mislead or confuse traffic; 
 

(p) Is affixed to public utility poles, telephone pole, hydro pole, light 
standard or any other utility infrastructure using items such as, 
but not limited to: nails, screws, tacks, staples, glue or wire; 

 

(q) Is in a state of disrepair or is located where it is a general 
hazard to public safety; 
 

(r) Is Placed on, painted on, attached to, or supported by a tree, 
stone or other natural object; 
 

(s) Be Placed so as to impede, hinder or prevent parking by 
vehicles on private or public lands, or on a Highway; or, 
 

(t) Be Placed on a boundary fence line or noise attenuation wall 
which is located on Public Property. 

 
4.3 Clause 4.2(l) does not apply when the Sidewalk is less than 0.6 

metres (2 feet) from the main wall of the building, in which case the 
Election Sign shall be placed at the furthest distance possible from 
the Sidewalk or from the face of the curb or edge of pavement. 

 
4.4 No Owner shall Place or permit to be Placed, a Billboard Sign or an 

Election Sign on a vehicle that: 
 

(a) Interferes with the safe operation of vehicular traffic or the safety 
of pedestrians, including the visibility of warning devices and 
traffic signals;  

 
(b) Impedes or obstructs the Town’s maintenance operations;  
 
(c) Impedes or obstructs the passage of pedestrians where they 

are reasonably expected to walk; 
 
(d) Is within a Sight Triangle; 
 
(e) Simulates any traffic Sign, traffic signal, any other Sign that 

directs the movement of traffic, or any official Sign; 
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(f) Uses words such as "stop", "look", "one way", "danger", "yield" 

or any similar phrases, symbols, lights or characters in such a 
manner as to tend to interfere with, mislead or confuse traffic; 
 

(g) Is in a state of disrepair or is located where it is a general 
hazard to public safety; or, 
 

(h) Be Placed so as to impede, hinder or prevent parking by 
vehicles on private or public lands, or on a Highway. 
 

4.5 No Candidate or Registered Third Party shall Place or permit to be 
Placed an Election Sign, that is visible, in or on a vehicle that is 
parked or stopped on the property of any premise used as a Voting 
Location on any Voting Day, including during the advanced voting 
days or period. 

   
4.6 No Owner shall display, on any Election Sign, a logo, crest, 

trademark or official mark, in whole or in part, owned or licensed by the 
Town. 

 
4.7 Mobile Signs are not permitted to be used as Election Signs. 
 
4.8 No Owner shall display, Place or permit to be Placed an Election 

Sign on or in a Voting Location or the abutting municipal Boulevard. 
 
 
5. Election Signs 

 
5.1 No Candidate or Registered Third Party shall Place or permit to be Placed 

an Election Sign without obtaining an election sign permit and making 
payment of the prescribed election sign permit fee.  The election sign permit 
shall be: 

 
(a) In a form prescribed by the Town; and, 
 
(b) Accompanied by the prescribed election sign permit fee in accordance 

with the Town’s Fees and Charges By-law.   
 

5.2 Subject to subsection 5.1, an Owner shall only Place or permit to be Placed 
an Election Sign for a federal or provincial election or by-election the day 
after the writ of an election or by-election is issued. 

 
5.3 Subject to subsection 5.1, an Owner shall only Place or permit to be Placed 

an Election Sign for a municipal election after the Candidate has filed his or 

306



Revised Appendix B - Election Sign By-law 
2017-25 - Legislative Services Report 

Revisions to Sign By-law and standalone Election Sign By-law 
 

Page 9 of 18 of By-law No. 2017-XX 

her nomination with the Town Clerk, or in the case of a Registered Third 
Party, registered with the Town Clerk, and no earlier than: 

 
(a) 10:00 AM 28 calendar days (4 weeks) prior to Voting Day in the year 

of a regular election or by-election; or, 
  

(b) 10:00 AM Nomination Day for a by-election, if Nomination Day is less 
than 28 calendar days (4 weeks) prior to Voting Day.   

 
5.4 Despite subsections 5.2 and 5.3, an Election Sign which is a Fascia Sign 

may be Placed to the face of the building or building unit which is used as a 
Campaign Office provided that: 

 
 (a) The sign complies with the Fascia Sign provisions of the Town’s Sign 

By-law as amended from time to time; 
 

(b) The Candidate has filed his or her nomination with the Town Clerk, or 
in the case of a Registered Third Party, registered with the Town 
Clerk and paid the applicable nomination filing fees; and, 

 
(c) Submitted a permit and paid the permit fee in accordance with 

subsection 5.1. 
 
5.5 Election Signs Placed or permitted to be Placed by a Registered Third 

Party shall include the following information in accordance with the Municipal 
Elections Act: 

 
(a) The name of the Registered Third Party; 
 
(b) The municipality where the Third Party is registered; and, 
 
(c) A telephone number, mailing address, or email address to contact the 

registered party. 
 

5.6 Election Signs Placed or permitted to be Placed by a Registered Third 
Party shall include the necessary information required in accordance with the 
Canada Elections Act or, the Election Act, as the case may be. 
 

5.7 A Third Party that does not register in accordance with the Municipal 
Election Act, Election Act, or Canada Elections Act, is not permitted to 
Place Election Signs. 

 
 
6. Size  
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6.1 With the exception of a Billboard Sign, an Election Sign shall only have a 
maximum: 

 
 (a) Sign Area of 1.49 square metres (16 square feet); 
 
 (b) Height of 1.22 metres (4 feet); and, 
 
 (c) Width of 1.22 metres (4 feet). 
 
 
7.  Private Property 
 
7.1 Subject to subsection 4.2, Election Signs are permitted on Private Property, 

provided that: 
 

(a)  The property owner, tenant, or occupant of the property consents; 
 
(b)  Unless the property has more than 1 abutting street line, the number of 

Election Signs, per Candidate or per Registered Third Party Placed 
or permitted to be Placed, can be no more than the number of abutting 
street lines on the Private Property; 

 
(c)  The Election Sign does not interfere with the safe operation of 

vehicular traffic or impair the safety of pedestrians; and, 
 
(d)  No Election Sign shall be located so as to obstruct or impede any fire 

escape, fire exit, door, window, scuttle, skylight, flue or air intake or 
exhaust nor so as to prevent or impede the free access of emergency 
personnel to any part of a building including, but not limited to: 
emergency water connections, or fire hydrants. 

 
7.2 No Owner shall Place or permit to be Placed an Election Sign on a right-of-

way adjacent to a private residence unless permission has been granted by 
someone in the household, who is not a minor. 

 
7.3 In a rural residential area or on a farm, Election Signs shall only be Placed 

or permit to be Placed within the portion of Private Property being 
maintained for residential purposes. 

 
 
8. Public Property 
 
8.1 In addition to the limitations in subsection 4.2, an Owner shall not Place or 

permit to be Placed an Election Sign on Public Property at any of the 
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intersections listed in accordance with Schedule A of the Regional 
Municipality of York’s Sign By-law 2015-36, as amended from time to time. 

 
8.2 No Owner shall Place or permit to be Placed an Election Sign within a 

Park. 
 

 
9. Election Signs on Highways 
 
9.1 No Owner shall Place or permit to be Placed an Election Sign on a 

Highway structure, except on a Highway structure designated by the Town 
for posters. 

 
9.2 No Owner shall Place or permit to be Placed an Election Sign on that 

portion of the Boulevard that abuts Public Property. 
 
9.3 No Owner shall dig, drill or drive into asphalt, concrete, brick or any other 

hard improved surface on a Highway when placing an Election Sign. 
 
9.4 No Owner shall drill or drive into a wooden, metal, concrete or other Highway 

structure when placing an Election Sign. 
 
 
10. Removal of Election Signs 
 
10.1 Every Person shall remove from the property his, her or its Election Sign 

within 72 hours (3 days) immediately following Voting Day. 
 
10.2 The Town Clerk and/or a Municipal Law Enforcement Officer may remove 

any Election Sign Placed in contravention of this By-law without notice. 
 
10.3 The Town Clerk and/or a Municipal Law Enforcement Officer may destroy 

any Election Signs which have been removed and not claimed and retrieved 
by the Owner within the time period as prescribed by the Town Clerk. 
Election Signs removed in accordance with this By-law may be destroyed or 
otherwise disposed of by the Town without notice and/or compensation to 
any party. 

 
10.4 The Town may recover the expense for the removal of an Election Sign 

under subsection 10.2 of this By-law from the Owner of such Sign or Signs 
and may commence proceedings against the Owner to recover such costs. 

 
10.5 An Owner, or any Person acting on behalf of the Owner may, at any time 

following Voting Day, retrieve the Election Sign at no cost. 
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10.6 The Town Clerk may make regulations under this By-law prescribing the 
rules and procedures for the retrieval and destruction of Election Signs 
removed under this By-law, without limitation, the form of and any information 
required to be provided to the Town Clerk and/or a Municipal Law 
Enforcement Officer to authorize the release of an Election Sign, dates on 
or by which an Election Sign may be retrieved or destroyed, and the manner 
in which notice may be given to an Owner relating to the retrieval and 
destruction of an Election Sign. 

 
10.7 The Town Clerk may make regulations under this By-law prescribing the 

rules for collecting unpaid fines.   
 
 
11.  Fees  

 
11.1 All fees are to be paid in accordance with the Town of Newmarket Fees and 

Charges By-law. 
 
11.2  Election Sign permit fees are non-refundable.  
 
11.3 The Town Treasurer, or his or her designate, will place all unpaid removal of 

Election Sign fees on the Candidate or Registered Third Party’s municipal 
tax roll or send the unpaid fees to a financial collection agency.  

 
 
12. Order 
 
12.1 If a Municipal Law Enforcement Officer is satisfied that this By-law has 

been contravened, the officer may make an order, known as an Order to 
Discontinue Activity, requiring the person who contravened the by-law, or who 
caused or permitted the contravention, or the owner or occupier of the land on 
which the contravention occurred, to discontinue the contravention. 

 
12.2 An Order to Discontinue Activity shall set out: 

 
(a) The municipal address of the property on which the contravention 

occurred; 
 
(b) The date of the contravention; 
 
(c) The reasonable particulars of the contravention of the by-law; and, 
 
(d) The date by which there must be compliance with the order. 

 
12.3 No Person shall contravene an Order to Discontinue Activity. 
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13. Service of Order 
 
13.1 The Order to Discontinue Activity may be served by: 
 

(a) Personally on the Person to whom it is directed; 
 
(b) Registered mail or regular mail to the last known address of that 

Person, in which case it shall be deemed to have been given on the 
fifth day after it is mailed; or, 

 
(c) E-mail to the last known e-mail address of that Person, in which case 

it shall be deemed to have been given on the day after it is e-mailed. 
 
 
14. Power of Entry 
 
14.1 The Town may enter on land at any reasonable time for the purpose of 

carrying out an inspection to determine whether or not the following are being 
complied with: 

 
(a)  The provisions of this By-law; 
 
(b)  An Order issued under this By-law; or, 
 
(c)  An Order made under Section 431 of the Municipal Act. 

 
14.2 Where an inspection is conducted by the Town, the person conducting the 

inspection may: 
 

(a) Require the production of documents or relevant items for inspection;  
 
(b) Inspect and remove documents or things relevant to the inspection for 

the purpose of making copies and extracts;  
 
(c) Require information from any Person concerning a matter related to 

the inspection including their name, address, phone number and 
identification; and, 

 
(d) Alone or in conjunction with a Person possessing special or expert 

knowledge, make examinations or take tests, samples or photographs 
necessary for the purpose of inspection. 
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14.3 The Town may undertake an inspection pursuant to an Order issued under 
Section 438 of the Municipal Act. 

 
14.4 The Town’s power of entry may be exercised by an employee, inspector or 

agent of the Town or by a member of a police force with jurisdiction, as well 
by any person under his or her direction. 

 
14.5 No Person shall hinder or obstruct, or attempt to hinder or obstruct, a 

Municipal Law Enforcement Officer, or a Police Officer from carrying out 
inspections of land to ensure compliance with this By-law. 

 
14.6 No Person shall hinder or obstruct, or attempt to hinder or obstruct, any 

person who is exercising a power or performing a duty under this By-law, 
including carrying out an inspection. 

 
 
15. Offence, Penalty and Presumption  
 
15.1 Every Person or Owner who contravenes any provision of this By-law is 

guilty of an offence. 
 
15.2 If an Election Sign has been Placed or displayed in contravention of any 

provision of this By-law, and the contravention has not been corrected, the 
contravention of the provision shall be deemed to be a continuing offence for 
each day or part of a day that the contravention remains uncorrected. 

 
15.3 Every Person or Owner who is guilty of an offence under this By-law shall be 

subject to the following penalties: 
 

(a) Upon a first conviction, to a fine of not less than one hundred dollars 
($100.00) and not more than ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00); 

 
(b) Upon a second or subsequent conviction for the same offence, to a 

fine of not less than two hundred dollars ($200.00) and not more than 
one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000.00); 

 
(c) Upon conviction for a continuing offence, to a fine of not less than one 

hundred dollars ($100.00) and not more than ten thousand dollars 
($10,000.00) for each day or part of a day that the offence continues. 
The total of the daily fines is not limited to one hundred thousand 
dollars ($100,000.00); 

 
(d) Upon conviction of a multiple offence, for each offence included in the 

multiple offence, to a fine of not less than one hundred dollars 
($100.00) and not more than ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00). The 
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total of all fines for each included offence is not limited to one hundred 
thousand dollars ($100,000.00). 

 
15.4 For the purposes of this By-law, “multiple offence” means an offence in 

respect of two or more acts or omissions each of which separately constitutes 
an offence and is a contravention of the same provision of this By-law. 

 
15.5 For the purposes of this By-law, an offence is a second or subsequent 

offence if the act giving rise to the offence occurred after a conviction had 
been entered at an earlier date for the same offence. 

 
15.6 Where a Sign or Election Sign is Placed or displayed in contravention of 

any provision of this bylaw, any Person or Owner named on the Sign or 
Election Sign shall be presumed to have been the Person or Owner who 
Placed or displayed the sign, which presumption may be rebutted by 
evidence to the contrary on a balance of probabilities. 

 
15.7 Where a Sign or Election Sign is Placed or displayed in contravention of 

any provision of this By-law, and the Sign or Election Sign has no Person’s 
or Owner’s name on it, but a telephone number appears on the Sign or 
Election Sign, any Person or Owner to whom the telephone number is listed 
in a telephone directory, including any internet directory, shall be presumed to 
have been the Person or Owner who Placed or displayed the sign, which 
presumption may be rebutted by evidence to the contrary on a balance of 
probabilities. 

 
15.8 Where a Sign or Election Sign is Placed or displayed by a Third Party or 

Registered Third Party in contravention of any provision of this By-law, the 
corporation, trade union, or an individual of the Third Party or Registered 
Third Party shall be presumed to have knowingly concurred in the 
Placement or displaying of the sign in contravention of this By-law, which 
presumption may be rebutted by evidence to the contrary on a balance of 
probabilities. 

 
15.9 Where an authorized officer or Municipal Law Enforcement Officer has 

reasonable grounds to believe that an offence has been committed by any 
Person or Owner, the authorized officer or Municipal Law Enforcement 
Officer may require the name, address and proof of identity of that person or 
Owner, and the person or Owner shall supply the required information. 

 
 
16. Enforcement 
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16.1 This By-law may be enforced by the Municipal Law Enforcement Officer or 
by any other person appointed by the Town for the purpose of enforcing this 
By-law. 

 
 
17. Severance  
 
17.1 If any sections, section or part of a section of this By-law are found by any 

Court to be illegal or beyond the power of Council to enact, such sections or 
section or part of a section shall be deemed to be severable and all other 
sections or parts of sections of this By-law shall be deemed to separate and 
independent and shall continue in full force and effect. 

 
 
18. Indemnification 
 
18.1 The Candidate, Owner, Registered Third Party or Third Party shall 

indemnify and hold harmless the Town and/or the Region (and the respective 
officers, Council members, partners, agents and employees of the Town 
and/or the Region) from and against (a) all actions, claims, demands, losses, 
costs, damages, suits or proceedings whatsoever which may be brought 
against or made upon the Town and the Region, and (b) against all losses, 
damages, liabilities, judgements, claims, suits, demands or expenses which 
the Town and/or the Region may sustain, suffer or be put to, resulting from or 
arising out the issuance of the permit or the actions of the Candidate, Owner, 
Registered Third Party or Third Party. This indemnification shall include but 
is not limited to any legal costs incurred by the Town and/or the Region on a 
substantial indemnity basis, including those incurred to defend any criminal 
prosecutions against the Town and/or the Region resulting from the actions 
of the Candidate, Owner or Registered Third Party or Third Party. 

 
 
19. Administration  
 
19.1 The Town Clerk is responsible for the administration of this By-law. 
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20. Force and Effect 
 
20.1 This By-law shall come into force and effect on the day it is passed. 
 
Read a first, second, third time, and enacted on December 4, 2017. 

 
 

 ______________________________ 
   Tony Van Bynen, Mayor 

 
 

 ______________________________  
Lisa Lyons, Town Clerk
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Town of Newmarket 
395 Mulock Drive P.O. Box 328, 
Newmarket, Ontario, L3Y 4X7 
 

Email: info@newmarket.ca | Website: newmarket.ca | Phone: 905-953-5300 
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Amendment to Procurement By-law 
Staff Report 

 

Report Number: 2017-58 
Department(s): Corporate Services (Procurement Services) 
Author(s): Sunny Khemai, Manager, Procurement Services  
Meeting Date: November 27, 2017 

Recommendations 

1. That Corporate Services – Procurement Services report dated November 27, 
2017 entitled “Amendment to Procurement By-law 2014-27” be received; and,  

 
2.  That the Sole or Single Source threshold amount in Table 5 Schedule “D” 

Thresholds of the Procurement By-law 2014-27 for the C.A.O. be increased from 
a range of $25,000.01 to $49,999.99, to a range of $25,000.01 to $99,999.99; 
and,  

 
3.  That the Sole or Single Source threshold amount in Table 5 Schedule “D” 

Thresholds of the Procurement By-law 2014-27 for Council be increased from 
$50,000 and over, to $100,000 and over; and,  

 
4.  That Council adopt the amendments to the Procurement By-law 2014-27 

attached to this report as Appendix B. 
 

Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to obtain Council approval for the revisions to Table 5 of 
Schedule “D” of the Procurement By-law. 

Background 

A review of the Procurement By-law in its entirety has been initiated by the Corporate 
Services Commission in response to the recent ratification of the Canadian Free Trade 
Agreement (CFTA).  The By-law is a requirement of the Municipal Act, and sets out the 
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Town’s procedures and practices to procure goods and services that have been 
approved by Council in the annual capital and operating budgets. Recommendations to 
revise the By-law to better align the Town’s procurement policies and procedures with 
the CFTA are forthcoming and will be detailed in a subsequent report to Council in early 
2018. 

In the interim, and based on recent experience in procuring specialized goods and 
services in connection with the Digitalized Speedboards and the Soofa Benches, it has 
been identified and recommended that Table 5 of Schedule “D” Thresholds of the 
Procurement Bylaw, specifically Sole or Single Source Authorization Limits pertaining to 
the C.A.O. and Council be revised. 

Discussion 

A review of Sole/Single Source Thresholds among N6 municipalities was recently 
conducted by Procurement Services.  The following table illustrates the current 
Single/Sole Source Authorization Limits.  By comparison, Newmarket and Stouffville 
have the lowest Council approval thresholds. 

  
Newmarket York 

Region Aurora East 
Gwillimbury Georgina King Stouffville 

Council 
Single/Sole 

Source 
Authorization 

Limit 

$50,000 $150,000 $100,000 $100,001 $100,000 $100,000 $30,000 

 

The proposed revisions to the By-law would now require that the Manager, Procurement 
Services assess and determine eligibility of all Sole or Single Source requests prior to 
C.A.O. approval of contracts between $25,000 and $99,999.00. This strategy provides a 
greater level of procurement oversight while extending the C.A.O.’s approval authority.  
Respectively, Council’s Sole or Single Source approval threshold would also change to 
$100,000 or more, aligning the Town of Newmarket’s thresholds with neighbouring 
municipalities. 

For reference, the current Table 5 of Schedule “D” from the Procurement By-law is 
attached to this report as Appendix A, and the proposed Table 5 of Schedule “D” from 
the Procurement By-law is attached to this report as Appendix B as a draft By-law. 
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Conclusion 

The proposed revisions to the By-law will ensure continued efficiency in the purchase of 
budgeted goods and services and is in alignment with thresholds of neighboring 
municipalities.   

Business Plan and Strategic Plan Linkages 

Well Equipped and Managed; Efficiency/Financial Management - Ensuring effective and 
efficient services, as well measuring and benchmarking our financial performance.  

Consultation 

The C.A.O., Legal department, and Legislative Services department was consulted in 
connection with this report.   

Human Resource Considerations 

There are no Human Resource requirements as a result of the recommendations in this 
Report.   

Budget Impact 

There will be no budget impact associated with the recommended change to the 
Procurement By-law. 

Attachments 

Appendix A – Table 5, Schedule “D” (Current Version) 

Appendix B – Draft By-law to Amend Procurement By-law 2014-27 
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Corporation of the Town of Newmarket 
 

By-law Number 2017-XX 

 
 
A By-law to amend By-law 2014-27, being a By-law to define the Procurement 
Policies for the Corporation of the Town of Newmarket. 

 
Whereas Section 270 of the Municipal Act, 2001, as amended provides that a 
municipality shall adopt and maintain policies with respect to its procurement of 
goods and services; and, 
 
Whereas Council enacted By-law 2014-27 to define the Procurement policies 
and procedures for the Corporation of the Town of Newmarket, herein after, 
called “the Owner” and it is now deemed necessary to amend By-law 2014-27; 
and, 
 
Therefore be it enacted by the Council of the Corporation of the Town of 
Newmarket as follows: 
 

1. That the Sole or Single Source threshold amount in Table 5 of Schedule 
“D” Thresholds of the Procurement By-law 2014-27 for the C.A.O. be  
replaced with $25,000.01 to $99,999.99; and, 
 

2. That the Sole or Single Source threshold amount in Table 5 of Schedule 
“D” Thresholds of the Procurement By-law 2014-27 for Council be 
replaced with  $100,000.00 and over; and, 

 
3. That Table 5 of Schedule “D” Thresholds of the Procurement By-law 2014-

27 regarding Sole or Single Source Purchases be deleted and replaced 
with: 

 
SCHEDULE “D” THRESHOLDS  

 

Estimated 
Procurement 
Value (Dollar) 
Threshold 
Applicable taxes 
are extra 

Method of 
Procurement Advertising Reporting Authority 

Contract Agreement 
Requirements and Parties 
Responsible for Contract 
Execution 

TABLE 5. SOLE OR SINGLE SOURCE PURCHASES 

Up to $10,000.00 Not 
applicable 

Advertising 
not required Director 

Director and in 
consultation with the 

Manager, 
Procurement 

Services. 
 

A JD Edwards Single 
/Sole Source 

Purchase Order is 
generated by the 

Procurement 
Services Department 

or P-Card to $ 
99,999.99 including 

taxes. 

No Agreement Required 
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$10,000.01 to 
$25,000.00 

Not 
applicable 

Advertising 
not required Commissioner 

Commissioner in 
consultation with the 

Manager, 
Procurement 

Services. 
 

A JD Edwards Single 
/Sole Source 

Purchase Order is 
generated by the 

Procurement 
Services Department 

or P-Card to $ 
99,999.99 including 

taxes. 

No Agreement Required 

$25,000.01 to 
$99,999.99 

Not 
applicable 

Advertising  
not required C.A.O. 

C.A.O. in 
consultation and 

agreement with the 
Manager, 

Procurement 
Services. 

 
A JD Edwards Single 

/Sole Source 
Purchase Order is 
generated by the 

Procurement 
Services Department 

or P-Card to $ 
99,999.99 including 

taxes. 

Agreement Optional 
 

Director and Manager, 
Procurement Services. 

$100,000.00 and 
over 

Not 
applicable 

Advertising  
not required Council 

Council 
A JD Edwards Single 

/Sole Source 
Purchase Order is 
generated by the 

Procurement 
Services Department 

or P-Card to $ 
99,999.99 including 

taxes. 

Agreement Optional 
 

Director and Manager, 
Procurement Services. 

 
4. That this By-law 2017-XX come into force and effect on December 4, 

2017. 
 
Enacted this 4th day of December, 2017. 
 

 
 
 

       
  Tony Van Bynen, Mayor 

 
 
 
 

      
Lisa Lyons, Town Clerk 
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Town of Newmarket 
395 Mulock Drive P.O. Box 328, 
Newmarket, Ontario, L3Y 4X7 
 

Email: info@newmarket.ca | Website: newmarket.ca | Phone: 905-895-5193 
 
 

Water Digitization Project Request   Page 1 of 4 

Water Digitization Project 
Staff Report 

 

Report Number: 2017-57 
Department(s): Information Technology, Public Works Services 
Author(s): Julien Patel 
Meeting Date: November 27, 2017 

Recommendations 

1. THAT Infomax Technologies be awarded the contract for the Water Digitization 
Project in the amount of $64,300 plus annual operating costs of $14,880 for a 
term of up to four years (to 2021), in accordance with the single source provisions 
of the Town’s Procurement By-law 2014-27. 
 

2. AND THAT the Director, Public Works Services and the Manager, Procurement 
Services be authorized to execute the agreement. 

Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to advise Council of the Town of Newmarket’s Digital Pen 
initiatives and to request Council approval of the single source award to Infomax 
Technologies for the development of a customized work order management system to 
collect, inventory and analyze data for water linear assets. 

Background 

In 2014, the Town of Newmarket retained Infomax Technologies Corp. to provide a 
digital pen solution as a pilot project through a public bid, Request for Proposal 
(QBRFP2014-51) process. The term of contract with Infomax is to 2021. 

The pilot project resulted in 500 percent and 1200 percent administrative efficiencies 
with respect to Locate Requests and Fleet Work Order services, which was piloted from 
June 2015 to June 2017. The success of this innovative solution resulted in the Town 
publishing articles in Municipal Interface and Public Sector Digest, several presentations 
at various conferences, and earning the Excellence in Municipal Systems award in June 
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Water Digitization Project Request   Page 2 of 4 

2016. Since June 2017, the pilot solutions were operationalized and have led the Town 
and Infomax to discuss future pilot opportunities. 

The Town of Newmarket, Development and Infrastructure Services Commission, 
submitted a funding application for nine (9) water and wastewater projects the Clean 
Water and Wastewater Fund (CWWF). The Town of Newmarket was successful in 
receiving approximately $2.5 million dollars in Federal (50%) and Provincial (25%) 
grants for nine (9) projects including the “Development and Implementation of a GIS 
Strategy for Water and Wastewater Linear Assets”. As part of the funding program, each 
project must have 60% of total eligible costs spent prior to March 31, 2018 to be eligible 
for reimbursement. 

Discussion 

The Public Works Service departments leverage a mix of paper and electronic based 
operations within Water/Waste Water. Water/Waste Water staff are able to view 
municipal systems such as water, sanitary and storm through the Town’s geographic 
information system (GIS) and their existing tablets. At this time, staff do not have a 
streamlined process to collect, inventory and analyze data for various types of 
water/waste water operations. As a result, the Town is interested in developing a 
customized work order system that integrates with the Town’s current digital pen and 
GIS environments. This project will standardize 27 Water/Waste services in terms of 
documentation and process and will streamline daily and emergency operations within 
existing systems and technology.  

Developing a customized solution that integrates with the Town’s existing systems and 
digital pen solution provided by Infomax will ensure continuity through a standardized 
platform for the current and future management of data collection, and the subsequent 
emergence of asset management software to be implemented in the future. 

The Town’s Procurement By-law allows for a Single Source purchase without a 
competitive bid process in certain circumstances including: 

• For reasons of standardization, warranty, function or service, such as technical 
qualifications; 

• Where compatibility with an existing product, equipment, facility or service is a 
paramount consideration; 
 

In accordance with Schedule “D” of the Town's Procurement By-Law, Council has the 
authority to approve Sole or Single Source Purchases with an estimated value of 
$50,000.00 and over.  

The Manager of Procurement Services is satisfied that the justification provided by 
Public Works Services is compliant with the single source requirements of the 
Procurement By-Law. 
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Conclusion 

It is the objective of the Town to create a standardized platform to collect, manage and 
analyze Water/Waste Water data, to increase efficiency in the management of work 
orders and enhance the Town’s capability to effectively manage assets.   

Business Plan and Strategic Plan Linkages 

This project will ensure that staff are ‘Well-Equipped & Managed’ and are embracing 
‘Excellence’ while developing innovative approaches to meet Public Works Services 
strategic business goals and objectives. 

This project also supports the Well-Planned & Connected, strategically planning for the 
future in relation to Asset Management, and enhancing information access for staff and 
the public through open data initiatives. 

Consultation 

This project is recommended as part of a long-standing IT and Public Work Services 
Steering Group and through consultation with the Management staff of Procurement 
Services and Water/Waste Water, and the Chief Administrative Officer. 

Human Resource Considerations 

All project work will be managed by Infomax Technologies and the Town’s Information 
Technology and Public Work Services staff. No additional support is required. 

Budget Impact 

The capital portion of this budget is entirely funded through the CWWF program and is 
valued at $64,300. Capital funding is time-sensitive as the grant requires that 60 percent 
of the eligible costs/expenditures have been paid by March 31, 2018. 

There are sufficient funds for the fees associated with the on-going maintenance, 
licensing and support of the customized solution ($14,880 per year).  

Attachments 

None. 
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Approval 

Single Source requests with a value greater than $49,999.99 require Council approval in 
accordance with Schedule “D” of the Procurement By-law 2014-24. 

 

 

 

 

Contact 

Please direct any questions to Julien Patel at jpatel@newmarket.ca or 905-895-5193. 
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Deputation and Further Notice Request Form 
 
Please complete this form to speak at a meeting of Town Council or Committee of the Whole or to receive 
further notification regarding an item on the agenda. If filling out by hand please print clearly.  
 
Please email to clerks@newmarket.ca, fax to 905-953-5100 or mail or drop off at Legislative Services 
Department, Town of Newmarket Municipal Offices, 395 Mulock Drive, PO Box 328, STN Main, L3Y 4X7 

 
Name:  
 
Organization / Group/ Business represented: 
 

Address:   Postal Code: 

Daytime Phone No: Home Phone:   

Email: Date of Meeting: 

Is this an item on the Agenda?   Yes  No   Agenda Item No:       
  I request future notification of meetings   I wish to address Council / Committee  

Describe in detail the reason for the deputation and what action you will be asking Council/Committee to take 
(if applicable): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Do you wish to provide a written or electronic communication or background information  Yes  No 
Please submit all materials at least 5 days before the meeting. 

 
Deputation Guidelines: 

• Deputations related to items on the agenda can be accommodated up to and including the meeting 
day; 

• Deputations related to items not on the agenda may be scheduled within sixty (60) days of receipt 
of this form; 

• Deputations will not be heard on a matter decided upon by Council until ninety (90) days have 
passed from the date of the matter's disposition by Council; 

• Deputations are limited to 5 minutes. 
 

Be advised that all Council and Committee of the Whole meetings are audio-video recorded and live streamed online. If 
you make a presentation to Council or Committee of the Whole, your presentation becomes part of the public record and 
you will be listed as a presenter in the minutes of the meeting. We post our minutes online, so the listing of your name in 
connection with the agenda item may be indexed by search engines like Google. 
 
Personal information on this form will be used for the purposes of sending correspondence relating to matters before 
Council. Your name, address, comments, and any other personal information, is collected and maintained for the purpose 
of creating a record that is available to the general public in a hard copy format and on the internet in an electronic format 
pursuant to Section 27 of the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, R.S.O. 1990, c.M.56, as 
amended. Questions about this collection should be directed to the Director of Legislative Services/Town Clerk, Town of 
Newmarket, 395 Mulock Drive, P.O. Box 328, STN Main, Newmarket, ON L3Y 4X7; Telephone 905 895-5193 Ext. 2211 
Fax 905-953-5100 
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Deputation and Further Notice Request Form 

Please complete this form to speak at a meeting of Town Council or Committee of the Whole or to receive 
further notification regarding an item on the agenda. If filling out by hand please print clearly. 

Please email to clerks@newmarket.ca, fax to 905-953-5100 or mail or drop off at Legislative Services 
Department, Town of Newmarket Municipal Offices, 395 Mulock Drive, PO Box 328, STN Main, L3Y 4X7 

Organization / 1 ro
.
up/ �usiness r resented: 

V-<f ov-d l�orvtes -
Address: 

�GO '£d---;- /e.. Sf
Daytime Phone Nof

Postal Code: 

Home Phone: 

Is this an item on the Agenda? , Yes D No Agenda Item No: / if 
D I request future notification of meetings I wish to address Council / Committee 
Describe in detail

. 
the reason for the deputation af)d what action you will be asking Cou

_ 
ncil/Committee to t

r
ke 

(if applicable): . .. / /\ JI 
· 

.-f. , · "/.. , Oil-, �t 1'v -t-ol' G,Mflo,'!ee-- � c)fi<-,,1, � L-41, s o 

�Ni�'j a_/focrdr�"'- fro ov,r froJe,c,+ °'� )-fa h�l- :fa,e-/

Do you wish to provide a written or electronic communication or background information D Yes� No 
Please submit all materials at least 5 days before the meeting. 

Deputation Guidelines: 
• Deputations related to items on the agenda can be accommodated up to and including the meeting

day;
• Deputations related to items not on the agenda may be scheduled within sixty (60) days of receipt

of this form;
• Deputations will not be heard on a matter decided upon by Council until ninety (90) days have

passed from the date of the matter's disposition by Council;
• Deputations are limited to 5 minutes.

Be advised that all Council and Committee of the Whole meetings are audio-video recorded and live streamed online. If 
you make a presentation to Council or Committee of the Whole, your presentation becomes part of the public record and 
you will be listed as a presenter in the minutes of the meeting. We post our minutes online, so the listing of your name in 
connection with the agenda item may be indexed by search engines like Google. 

Personal information on this form will be used for the purposes of sending correspondence relating to matters before 
Council. Your name, address, comments, and any other personal information, is collected and maintained for the purpose 
of creating a record that is available to the general public in a hard copy format and on the internet in an electronic format · 
pursuant to Section 27 of the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, R.S.O. 1990, c.M.56, as 
amended. Questions about this collection should be directed to the Director of Legislative Services/Town Clerk, Town of 
Newmarket, 395 Mulock Drive, P.O. Box 328, STN Main, Newmarket, ON L3Y 4X7; Telephone 905 895-5193 Ext. 2211 
Fax 905-953-5100 
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Deputation and Further Notice Request Form 

Please complete this form to speak at a meeting of Town Council or Committee of the Whole or to receive 
further notification regarding an item on the agenda. If filling out by hand please print clearly. 

Please email to clerks@newmarket.ca, fax to 905-953-5100 or mail or drop off at Legislative Services 
Department, Town of Newmarket Municipal Offices, 395 Mulock Drive, PO Box 328, STN Main, L3Y 4X7 

Name: 
Chris Matson of Matson McConnell Ltd.

Organization I Group/ Business represented: 

representing Sundial Homes (Davis) Limited 
-·Address: .

2430A Bloor St. W, Toronto 
Postal Code: 

M6S 2V5 
Daytime Phone No: Home Phone: 

416-348-0077 x224

Email: Date of Meeting: 
cmatson@mmland.ca November 27, 2017 

Is this an item on the Agenda? Iii Yes 0No Agenda Item No: Report 2017-49/ltem 14 
[i] I request future notification of meetings [iJ I wish to address Council / Committee

Describe in detail the reason for the deputation and what action you will be asking Council/Committee to take 
(if applicable): 

I wish to address Committee regarding the Servicing Allocation Report. The Sundial lands are 
described and referred to in the report as a candidate for interim servicing allocation, and i would like 
to briefly provide the Committee with some background and a status update 

Do you wish to provide a written or electronic communication or background information D Yes [j] No 
Please submit all materials at least 5 days before the meeting.

Deputation Guidelines: 
• Deputations related to items on the agenda can be accommodated up to and including the meeting

day;
• Deputations related to items not on the agenda may be scheduled within sixty (60) days of receipt

of this form;
• Deputations will not be heard on a matter decided upon by Council until ninety (90) days have

passed from the date of the matter's disposition by Council;
• Deputations are limited to 5 minutes.

Be advised that all Council and Committee of the Whole meetings are audio-video recorded and live streamed online. If 
you make a presentation to Council or Committee of the Whole, your presentation becomes part of the public record and 
you will be listed as a presenter in the minutes of the meeting. We post our minutes online, so the listing of your name in 
connection with the agenda item may be indexed by search engines like Google. 

Personal information on this form will be used for the purposes of sending correspondence relating to matters before 
Council. Your name, address, comments, and any other personal information, is collected and maintained for the purpose 
of creating a record that is available to the general public in a hard copy format and on the internet in an electronic format 
pursuant to Section 27 of the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, R.S.O. 1990, c.M.56, as 
amended. Questions about this collection should be directed to the Director of Legislative Services/Town Clerk, Town of 
Newmarket, 395 Mulock Drive, P.O. Box 328, STN Main, Newmarket, ON L3Y 4X7; Telephone 905 895-5193 Ext. 2211 
Fax 905-953-5100 
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Town of Newmarket 
395 Mulock Drive  
P.O. Box 328 STN Main  
Newmarket, Ontario 
 
November 17, 2017 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I am writing to request a proclamation from the Town of Newmarket the week of February 1st to February 7th 2018 as 
Eating Disorder Awareness Week (EDAW). EDAW has been commemorated across Canada since 1988 by established 
eating disorder organizations, education and public health institutions, and concerned members of the public. It draws 
attention to the causes, prevalence and impact of eating disorders. 
 
Eating disorders are the number one cause of death among all psychiatric illnesses and are the third most common cause of 
death in teenage girls. In fact, 5-8% of Canadian girls will experience an eating disorder in their lifetime. However, eating 
disorders can develop in anyone, regardless of age, ethno-racial background, socioeconomic status, gender or ability. 
Unfortunately, stigma and secrecy still surround eating disorders, causing many people who are suffering to refrain from 
seeking help, and to struggle in silence. 
 
We know that through open, supportive dialogue, we can help break the shame and silence that affect nearly 1 million 
Canadians that are living with a diagnosed eating disorder and the millions of others who are struggling with unhealthy 
food and weight preoccupation. EDAW is a time to increase awareness about eating disorders, their impact and to shed 
light on the dangerous and pervasive myths that surround them. It is a time of year when Canadians can learn more about 
eating disorders and about the resources that are available for individuals and family members who are impacted by them. 
 
The National Eating Disorder Information Centre (NEDIC) was a founding member of the international drive to institute 
EDAW. Founded in 1985, NEDIC is Canada’s oldest national organization dedicated to helping those with eating 
disorders. We provide education and information as well as support and referral for those with eating disorders, their 
families, friends and health care professionals. Since our toll-free helpline became available to Canadians from coast to 
coast in 2013, we have spoken with thousands of individuals, parents, friends, and teachers who are seeking help and 
information. It is through our outreach and education efforts, that we are able to support these individuals in their struggle 
to find hope and healing.  
 
Municipal recognition of EDAW would help to affirm the experiences of those with a friend, family member, or important 
person in their life who is dealing with this life-threatening mental illness, and draw attention to the need for eating disorder 
prevention, research, treatment, and resources. Attached please find the goals of Eating Disorder Awareness Week 2018. 
 
Please proclaim EDAW in the Town of Newmarket and help raise awareness and hope among the many who are impacted 
by this illness. 
 
For more information about Eating Disorder Awareness Week and this request, please contact me.  
 
Thank You.  
 
Kind Regards,  
 
Alicia Pinelli 
Outreach and Education Team Member 
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Proclamation 

Eating Disorder Awareness Week (EDAW) 
February 1st- 7th 2018 

WHEREAS: Eating Disorder Awareness Week will be from February 1 – 7, 2018; and 

WHEREAS: The National Eating Disorder Information Centre (NEDIC) is Canada’s only national 
organization dedicated to helping those with eating disorder, food and weight preoccupation and 
related issues. NEDIC provides information, education, resources and referrals to individuals with 
eating disorders, their families, friends and health care professionals; and 

WHEREAS: Eating disorders have the highest mortality rate among all psychiatric illnesses and can 
develop in anyone, regardless of age, ethno-racial background, socioeconomic status, gender or ability; 
and 

WHEREAS; Stigma, secrecy and stereotypes still surround eating disorders, causing many people who 
are suffering to refrain from seeking help; and 

WHEREAS; Open supportive dialogue can help break the shame and silence that affect nearly 1 
million Canadians living with diagnosable eating disorders and the millions of others who are 
struggling with food and weight preoccupation; and 

WHEREAS; Eating Disorder Awareness Week seeks to raise awareness of eating disorders, shed light 
on dangerous and pervasive myths, and promote prevention. It is also a time of year for Canadians to 
learn about available resources and appropriate services for themselves and/or loved ones; and 

WHEREAS, Eating Disorder Awareness Week aims to teach Canadians that eating disorders are not a 
choice, and that eating disorders are a serious and dangerous mental illness. 
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Appendix C – Answers to Budget Questions 
 
General 
 

1. How is the average residential assessment of $508,750 determined? 
 
The average assessment is provided by the Province’s Online Property Tax Analysis 
(OPTA) system based on the assessment values set by the Municipal Property 
Assessment Corporation (MPAC).  The number currently used is the value of the 
Median/Typical Single Family Home.  The value of Condominium units is not included in 
that number. 
 
Values were established as at January 1, 2016 (prior to the extreme rise in sale prices 
of houses during mid-2016 and into 2017).  Value changes are also phased-in over the 
four year cycle (2017 to 2020) meaning this average will change annually.   
 
We do not have the final roll for 2018 yet. Initial numbers project an average residential 
assessment of approximately $517,500.    
 
The next province-wide assessment will be in 2020 with values set as at January 1, 
2020 for taxation purposes in 2021 through 2024. 
 

2. What is the projected all-in tax increase, including the Region and School Board 
portions? 

 
The recommended draft operating budgets would result in a 2.31% “all-in” (Region, 
School Board, Town) tax increase to the average residential taxpayer. 
 

 2017 2018 $ CHANGE % CHANGE 

Town portion $ 1,797.52 $ 1,851.27 $ 53.75 2.99% 

Region portion 1,892.06 1,944.47 52.41 2.77% 

Municipal sub-total $ 3,689.58 $ 3,795.74 $ 106.16 2.88% 

School Board Portion 910.66 910.66 0.00 0.00% 

TOTAL $ 4,600.24 $ 4,706.40 $ 106.16 2.31% 
 

• Based on an average 2017 assessment of $508,750 
• The Region and School Boards’ changes do not include an estimate for the 

impact of tax-shifting. 
 
The Regional Municipality of York is considering implementing a 1% infrastructure levy 
in 2018. This is not included in the above table. If it had been included, the Regional 
increase would be $71.33 (3.77%) and the total increase would be $125.09 (2.72%). 
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3. How does the new stormwater rate factor into this? 

 
For 2018, the average residential property will have a $53.75 (2.99%) increase in taxes 
and a $3.72 (12.83%) increase in stormwater charges, for a total of $57.47 (3.14%). 
 
If stormwater had been kept on taxes and had the same cost increases, the average 
resident would have paid $58.42 for the stormwater portion, which is $24.45 more than 
the 2018 stormwater charge. The tax increase would have been $60.17 (3.25%).  
 
The separation and redistribution of the stormwater charge has saved the average 
residential property $21.76 in 2017 and will save $24.46 in 2018. 
 

4. For the last three years, what have been the savings from gapping vacant 
positions?   

 
This can be difficult to calculate as gaps in vacant positions can be filled with casual 
staff and/or additional overtime. The following chart shows the net amount of savings 
after adjusting for increased casual wages and overtime costs. 
 

 2014 2015 2016 2017 
projected 

2018 
Budget 

Town $0 $350,000 $690,000 $580,000 $500,000 
CYFS 0 65,000 170,000 0 30,000 
Library 0 85,000 105,000 30,000 20,000 
Total  $0 $500,000 $965,000 $610,000 $550,000 

 
Gapping targets 
 

 2014 2015 2016 2017  2018 
Budget 

Town $75,000 $131,000 $400,000 $400,000 $500,000 
CYFS     30,000 
Library   10,000 10,000 20,000 
Total $75,000 $131,000 $410,000 $410,000 $550,000 

 
Newmarket is trying to promote itself as an Employer of Choice. Systematic gapping 
could put this at risk by creating challenges for succession planning and knowledge 
transfers. 
 

5. Where does the 2017 operating surplus come from? 
 
Surpluses are projected for 2017 - $400,000 to $600,000 for the tax-supported budget 
and $100,000 in the water/wastewater budgets. 
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The details are provided in Finance report 2017-48 on the 3rd quarter results, which is 
included in the CAO’s 3rd quarter report on Municipal Administration and Management.  
 

6. What is the amount in our rate stabilization reserve? 
 
At the end of 2016, there was $295,000 in the tax-supported rate stabilization fund. 
There are no transfers to or from that reserve in the 2017 budget. Subject to Council 
priorities, this balance may be enhanced by the projected 2017 surplus. 
 
There are also rate stabilization reserves for the rate groups – water and wastewater 
($3 million), and building ($4 million). They cannot be applied to tax-supported 
operations. 
 
Enhancements 
 

7. Is the 4th phase of sidewalk snow clearing in the budget? 
 
It is included. 
 
In 2015, Council approved the 1st phases of enhancements for sidewalk snow clearing 
and traffic management. The costs of a phased approach were also presented and 
Council endorsed the overall program subject to annual budget approval. 
 
The 4th phases are shown in the budget as committed enhancements. They had been 
considered as potential areas for service level reductions but these reductions are not 
recommended and an alternative option has been presented and is recommended. 
 

8. How was revenue projected for licensing & enforcement?   
 
A business analysis has been prepared based on past revenue collection and future 
business operations.  Projections are inclined to be conservative.   
 
The two additional parking officers are required to meet current service levels and the 
one new licensing officer is going to enforce our current licensing by-laws as well as 
help implement new areas of licensing (such as the recently updated Special Occasion 
Permits, Clothing Donation Bins, Fireworks and Driving Schools Restricted Area by-
laws )where we project an increase in revenue.  These are growth-related expenditures 
mitigated by revenue generation. 
 
Growth 
 

9. What is incremental growth? 
 
Incremental growth reflects costs that increase as the Town grows. This includes 
supplies and contracted services for the maintenance of roads and other infrastructure, 
waste management and telecommunications. A growth rate of 1.24% has been applied 
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to the $7 million 2017 budget for these costs. This excludes staffing costs. Requests for 
additional staffing will continue to be made with a supporting business case using the 
Decision Package form. 
 

10. What is the assessment growth for 2017 projected to be? 
 
In consultation with the Planning Department, projected population and employment 
numbers were extrapolated into the type of construction they will generate. This has 
formed the basis for a growth revenue forecast model. This model was used as support 
for the 2014 Development Charges Background Study and 2016 Parkland Dedication 
By-laws.  
 
Using this model, assessment growth was projected to be 1.23% for 2017. At this time 
we have had gross assessment growth of 0.80%. However, we have also had 0.64% of 
re-assessment decreases, giving us a net assessment growth of 0.16%. 
 
Assessment growth for 2018 is budgeted to be 1.24%. 
 
Central York Fire Services (CYFS) 
 

11. How is Aurora’s contribution for its share of the CYFS ARF shown in our budget?  
Is it a revenue? 

 
Aurora’s share of the 2018 CYFS ARF will be $486,987. It is not revenue. It is included 
with Aurora’s total share ($10,490,381) as a reduction of expenses.    
 

12. Do we include the full annual cost for new CYFS staff in the budget? 
 
The Town’s practice is to include in the budget 100% of the wages and benefits of new 
hires in their first year, regardless of when they are expected to actually start. This 
ensures sustainability. Deferring these costs to future years creates a budget driver in 
future years called annualization. 
 
However, an exception has been made for CYFS. As the recruitment practices ensure 
that the hiring dates for new staff will be April 1st, the practice has been to apply de-
annualization and to only budget for 75% of the cost of new staff. However, as a result 
25% of the cost of new staff from the prior year needs to be included in the budget 
(annualization). 
 
Extraordinary Budget Items 
 

13. How much are we spending on the Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) program?   
 
$391,000 was spent in 2016 on the EAB program. Year-to-date spending in 2017 has 
been $347,000. 
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The 2018 base budget includes $523,000. The request for an additional $100,000 has 
been deferred.  
 
It was originally forecasted that the current level of funding could start to be reduced in 
2019 as the peak spending passed; however, this will now be 2020 at the earliest. The 
program will focus on life safety and property damage as priorities in removing dead or 
dying Ash trees, with some stump grinding and new tree replanting being deferred. 
 
As these costs are reduced, consideration can be given to using the tax room to 
increase annual contributions to the asset replacement fund or to fund future 
extraordinary budget items. 
 
Rate Supported Budgets 
 

14. What are the plans for the use of the building permit reserve?  
 
The Building Code Act restricts the collection of fees to the administration and 
enforcement of the Building Code Act. The reserve, as it is funded from these fees, 
would have the same restriction. 
 
BMA Management Consulting did a review of the Town’s Building Permit Fees in 2015. 
This study recommended a ceiling for the reserve but did not suggest any additional 
uses of the reserve. 
 
There are two areas where further research is possible: 
 

1. Discounting fees as a development incentive 
2. Ensuring that all non-building department costs related to Building 

Code activities are captured.  Our current costing structure is based on 
an extensive study that was done over 10 years ago. 

 
 
Bill 148 
 

15. What would be the impact of a further increase in user fees? 
 
The majority of our user fees are in the rate-supported budgets – water, wastewater, 
stormwater and building. The largest area with tax-supported user fees is recreation, 
about $6 million. There are over $400,000 in planning fees, $350,000 in licence fees 
and about $750,000 in all other areas. The total is about $7.5 million. 
 
A 1% increase in these fees could generate another $75,000 assuming there were no 
changes in costs or demand. It is not clear whether there is sufficient elasticity in our 
current pricing to allow for a further increase. For instance, Recreation did not increase 
their fees for 2018 as they are at the top end of the market. 
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16. How was the phasing plan arrived at? 
 
Options were considered for building the impact of Bill 148 into the budget. They 
included factoring in the 50-100% of the potential maximum financial impact. A range 
was used because of the uncertainty over what the final legislation may include and 
how it may be phased in. Three and five year periods were used as anything beyond 
that could be overlapping with other provincial initiatives.  
 
The recommended option was 75% of the maximum cost over a 5 year period. This was 
selected as municipalities are starting to get some exemptions and the impact could be 
managed. 
 

17. What is the projected cost of Bill 148? 
 
A separate information report will provide these details. 
 
Asset Replacement Fund (ARF) 
 

18. What are the components of the increase in the asset replacement fund? 
 
Please see Asset Replacement Fund (ARF) on pages 11-12 of the report. 
 
Capital Budget 
 

19. What is the amount of grants included in the capital budget? 
 
The 2018 Capital Budget includes $2,100,000 from the Federal Gas Tax allocation, 
$170,000 from the Ontario Community Investment Fund (OCIF) and $460,000 in 
funding from various other grants. The Gas Tax and OCIF sources are sustainable for 
the next few years. The other grants are mostly one-timers. 
 
The actual Gas Tax allocation for 2018 will be $2,547,376, $115,790 more than the 
2017 allocation due to indexing. This supports the capital program but has no direct 
impact on the operating budget. 
 

20.  Are costs included in the 2018 Budget for the AMPS Program? 
 

Not at this time.  
 
Staff are still reviewing this program in consultation with other York Region 
municipalities. Staff will come forward with a report by the end of March 2018 to discuss 
the program, and outline the business case associated with developing and 
implementing the program.   
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	Water Digitization Project
	Staff Report
	Report Number: 2017-57
	Department(s): Information Technology, Public Works Services
	Author(s): Julien Patel
	Meeting Date: November 27, 2017
	Recommendations

	THAT Infomax Technologies be awarded the contract for the Water Digitization Project in the amount of $64,300 plus annual operating costs of $14,880 for a term of up to four years (to 2021), in accordance with the single source provisions of the Town’s Procurement By-law 2014-27.
	2. AND THAT the Director, Public Works Services and the Manager, Procurement Services be authorized to execute the agreement.
	Purpose

	The purpose of this report is to advise Council of the Town of Newmarket’s Digital Pen initiatives and to request Council approval of the single source award to Infomax Technologies for the development of a customized work order management system to collect, inventory and analyze data for water linear assets.
	Background

	In 2014, the Town of Newmarket retained Infomax Technologies Corp. to provide a digital pen solution as a pilot project through a public bid, Request for Proposal (QBRFP2014-51) process. The term of contract with Infomax is to 2021.
	The pilot project resulted in 500 percent and 1200 percent administrative efficiencies with respect to Locate Requests and Fleet Work Order services, which was piloted from June 2015 to June 2017. The success of this innovative solution resulted in the Town publishing articles in Municipal Interface and Public Sector Digest, several presentations at various conferences, and earning the Excellence in Municipal Systems award in June 2016. Since June 2017, the pilot solutions were operationalized and have led the Town and Infomax to discuss future pilot opportunities.
	The Town of Newmarket, Development and Infrastructure Services Commission, submitted a funding application for nine (9) water and wastewater projects the Clean Water and Wastewater Fund (CWWF). The Town of Newmarket was successful in receiving approximately $2.5 million dollars in Federal (50%) and Provincial (25%) grants for nine (9) projects including the “Development and Implementation of a GIS Strategy for Water and Wastewater Linear Assets”. As part of the funding program, each project must have 60% of total eligible costs spent prior to March 31, 2018 to be eligible for reimbursement.
	Discussion

	The Public Works Service departments leverage a mix of paper and electronic based operations within Water/Waste Water. Water/Waste Water staff are able to view municipal systems such as water, sanitary and storm through the Town’s geographic information system (GIS) and their existing tablets. At this time, staff do not have a streamlined process to collect, inventory and analyze data for various types of water/waste water operations. As a result, the Town is interested in developing a customized work order system that integrates with the Town’s current digital pen and GIS environments. This project will standardize 27 Water/Waste services in terms of documentation and process and will streamline daily and emergency operations within existing systems and technology. 
	Developing a customized solution that integrates with the Town’s existing systems and digital pen solution provided by Infomax will ensure continuity through a standardized platform for the current and future management of data collection, and the subsequent emergence of asset management software to be implemented in the future.
	The Town’s Procurement By-law allows for a Single Source purchase without a competitive bid process in certain circumstances including:
	 For reasons of standardization, warranty, function or service, such as technical qualifications;
	 Where compatibility with an existing product, equipment, facility or service is a paramount consideration;
	In accordance with Schedule “D” of the Town's Procurement By-Law, Council has the authority to approve Sole or Single Source Purchases with an estimated value of $50,000.00 and over. 
	The Manager of Procurement Services is satisfied that the justification provided by Public Works Services is compliant with the single source requirements of the Procurement By-Law.
	Conclusion

	It is the objective of the Town to create a standardized platform to collect, manage and analyze Water/Waste Water data, to increase efficiency in the management of work orders and enhance the Town’s capability to effectively manage assets.  
	Business Plan and Strategic Plan Linkages

	This project will ensure that staff are ‘Well-Equipped & Managed’ and are embracing ‘Excellence’ while developing innovative approaches to meet Public Works Services strategic business goals and objectives.
	This project also supports the Well-Planned & Connected, strategically planning for the future in relation to Asset Management, and enhancing information access for staff and the public through open data initiatives.
	Consultation

	This project is recommended as part of a long-standing IT and Public Work Services Steering Group and through consultation with the Management staff of Procurement Services and Water/Waste Water, and the Chief Administrative Officer.
	Human Resource Considerations

	All project work will be managed by Infomax Technologies and the Town’s Information Technology and Public Work Services staff. No additional support is required.
	Budget Impact

	The capital portion of this budget is entirely funded through the CWWF program and is valued at $64,300. Capital funding is time-sensitive as the grant requires that 60 percent of the eligible costs/expenditures have been paid by March 31, 2018.
	There are sufficient funds for the fees associated with the on-going maintenance, licensing and support of the customized solution ($14,880 per year). 
	Attachments

	None.
	Approval

	Single Source requests with a value greater than $49,999.99 require Council approval in accordance with Schedule “D” of the Procurement By-law 2014-24.
	/
	/
	/
	/
	Contact

	Please direct any questions to Julien Patel at jpatel@newmarket.ca or 905-895-5193.
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	Name: Brad Rogers (Groundswell Urban Planners Inc.)
	Organization  Group Business represented: 711371 Ontario Corp. (Oxford Homes)
	Address: 95 Mural Street, Unit 402
	Postal Code: L4B 3G2
	Daytime Phone No: 905-597-8204
	Home Phone: 
	Email: brad@groundswellplan.com
	Date of Meeting: November 27, 2017
	Is this an item on the Agenda: Off
	Agenda Item No: 14
	I request future notification of meetings: 
	I wish to address Council  Committee: On
	Describe in detail the reason for the deputation and what action you will be asking CouncilCommittee to take if applicable: I wish to address Council on behalf of my client with regards to granting allocation for the proposed development at 260 Eagle Street.   The staff report has highlighted that Council at any time can grant      allocation and has indicated this development as one of the planning projects to consider.  We have the Official Plan and Zoning By Law designations in place and are working with Staff to address site plan details in an effort to secure site plan approval in early 2018.
	Do you wish to provide a written or electronic communication or background information: Off


