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The meeting of the Committee of the Whole was held on Monday, February 6, 2017 in 
Council Chambers, 395 Mulock Drive, Newmarket. 
 
Members Present: Mayor Van Bynen  

Deputy Mayor & Regional Councillor Taylor  
Councillor Vegh  
Councillor Kerwin  
Councillor Twinney 
Councillor Hempen  
Councillor Kwapis  
Councillor Broome  
Councillor Bisanz  

  
Staff Present: R.N. Shelton, Chief Administrative Officer  

E. Armchuk, Commissioner of Corporate Services  
P. Noehammer, Commissioner of Development and Infrastructure 
Services  
I. McDougall, Commissioner of Community Services  
S. Niezen, Records and Projects Coordinator 
L. Moor, Council/Committee Coordinator  
H. Leznoff, Council/Committee Coordinator   

 
The meeting was called to order at 1:30 p.m.  
 
Mayor Van Bynen in the Chair.  

 
Additions & Corrections to the Agenda 
 
The Chief Administrative Officer advised of the addendum items, being a deputation 
request by Ms. Lisa Pena-Sabanel regarding Development and Infrastructure Services 
Report – Engineering Services 2017-05 regarding Woodspring Avenue – Bonshaw 
Avenue to Town Limit Bicycle Lanes and On-Street Parking, Corporate Services Report 
– Financial Services 2017-08 regarding a review of the current vacant unit property tax 
rebate program, Office of the CAO/Strategic Initiatives Report 2017-02 regarding the 
Ontario Community Infrastructure Funding, Chief Administrative Officer Report 2017-01 
regarding the Town Wide Flower Program, Joint CAO/Commissioners and Corporate 
Services – Financial Services Report 2017-06 regarding the Approval of the 2017 
Operating and Capital Budgets, Correspondence from the Ontario SPCA Provincial 
Education and Animal Centre requesting proclamation of February 27, 2017 as 
‘National Cupcake Day’ and an additional Closed Session Item being litigation or 
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potential litigation as per Section 239 (2) (e) of the Municipal Act, 2001, Property 
Acquisition or Disposition of Land by the municipality as per Section 239 (2) (c) of the 
Municipal Act, 2001 and/or advice that is subject to solicitor-client privilege as per 
Section 239 (2) (f) of the Municipal Act, 2001.  The Chief Administrative Officer further 
advised that Agenda Items 14 and 16 would be considered under Action Items.  
 
Moved by:         Councillor Broome  
Seconded by:    Councillor Kwapis  
 
THAT the addendum items be included in the agenda.  
 
Carried   

 
Declarations of Pecuniary Interest 

 
a)  Councillor Broome declared an interest in Item 3 of the agenda being 

Development and Infrastructure Services Report – Engineering Services 2017-04 
regarding Thoms Crescent – Parking Restrictions as a family member of hers 
resides on the referenced street. She advised that she would not take part in the 
voting of the foregoing matter.  

 
Presentations & Recognitions 
 
None. 

 
Motion 

 
Moved by:      Councillor Kwapis 
Seconded by: Councillor Broome  

 
WHEREAS many citizen sponsors responded very positively to the government’s call in 
late 2015 for Syrian refugees to come to Canada;  
 
AND WHEREAS many groups raised money, undertook training and generally 
prepared to welcome refugee families;  
 
AND WHEREAS because of change in policy from the federal government, many 
sponsorship groups are still waiting for refugee families;  
 
AND WHEREAS it has been shown that the best way to integrate refugees into 
Canadian society is with a group of citizens hosting them;  
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THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Council requests the federal government to take 
whatever steps necessary to ensure that refugee families both from Syria and other 
countries are processed and travel arrangements made, so the sponsorship groups that 
are ready to host such refugees can welcome those refugee families in a timely 
manner. 
 
Consent Items  

 
Moved by:      Councillor Kerwin  
Seconded by: Councillor Kwapis   
 
THAT the following items be adopted on consent:  
 
1. Development and Infrastructure Services Report - Engineering Services 2017-02 

dated January 26, 2017 regarding Mosaik Subdivision Parking.  
 
a) THAT Development and Infrastructure Services Report - Engineering Services 
2017-02 dated January 26, 2017 regarding Mosaik Subdivision Parking be 
received and the following recommendations be adopted:  
 
i) THAT Schedule X (No Parking) of the Parking By-law 1993-62, as amended, 
be further amended by adding the following:   
 
No Parking anytime on the south/east side of McGregor Farm Trail between 
Davis Drive West and Sykes Road;  
 
No Parking anytime on the west side of McGregor Farm Trail between Davis 
Drive West southerly to a point 35 metres;  
 
No Parking anytime on the east side of Sweetwater Crescent (east arm) 
between McGregor Farm Trail and the north limit of # 621 Sweetwater Crescent;  
 
No Parking anytime on the west side of Sweetwater Crescent between 
McGregor Farm Trail to the north limit of # 633 Sweetwater Crescent;  
 
No Parking anytime on the south side of Sweetwater Crescent from the 
commencement of the side yard of # 606 Sweetwater Crescent to the 
commencement of the side yard of # 634 Sweetwater Crescent;  
 
No Parking anytime on the east side of Yarfield Crescent (east arm) between 
McGregor Farm Trail to the north limit of # 725 Yarfield Crescent;  
 
No Parking anytime on the west side of Yarfield Crescent (west arm) between 
McGregor Farm Trail northerly to a point 100 metres;  
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No Parking anytime on the south side of Yarfield Crescent from the 
commencement of the side yard of # 714 Yarfield Crescent to the 
commencement of the side yard of # 742 Yarfield Crescent;  
 
ii) AND THAT the necessary By-law be prepared and submitted to Council for 
approval.  

 
2. Main Street District Business Improvement Area Board of Management Minutes 

of November 15, 2016.  
 
a) THAT the Main Street District Business Improvement Area Board of 
Management Minutes of November 15, 2016 be received. 

 

 
3. Newmarket Public Library Board Minutes of November 17 and December 14, 

2016.  
 
a) THAT the Newmarket Public Library Board Minutes of November 17 and 
December 14, 2016 be received. 

 

 
4. Central York Fire Services - Joint Council Committee Minutes of November 29, 

2016.  
 
a) THAT the Central York Fire Services - Joint Council Committee Minutes of 
November 29, 2016 be received. 

 

 
5. List of Outstanding Matters.  

 
a) THAT the list of Outstanding Matters be received. 

 

6. Office of the CAO/Strategic Initiatives Report 2017-02 dated January 31, 2017 
regarding the Ontario Community Infrastructure Funding.  
 
a) THAT Office of the CAO/Strategic Initiatives Report 2017-02 dated January 
31, 2017 regarding the Ontario Community Infrastructure Fund be received and 
the following recommendations be adopted:  
 
i) THAT Council authorize Robert N. (Bob) Shelton, Chief Administrative Officer 
and Peter Noehammer, Commissioner, Development and Infrastructure Services 
to enter into a Contribution Agreement with the Province of Ontario to receive 
funds through the Ontario Community Infrastructure Fund Formula-based 
Component.   

 

 
 
 
 



 

  
Town of Newmarket I Committee of the Whole Minutes – Monday, February 6, 2017  

 

 
5 
of 
14 

 

7. Correspondence dated January 31, 2017 from Ms. Kimberly Murdoch, 
Community Development Coordinator, Ontario SPCA Provincial Education and 
Animal Centre regarding participation in ‘National Cupcake Day’ on Monday, 
February 27, 2017.   
 
a) THAT the correspondence from Ms. Kimberly Murdoch, Community 
Development Coordinator, Ontario SPCA Provincial Education and Animal 
Centre regarding participation in ‘National Cupcake Day’ be received and the 
following recommendations be adopted:  
 
i) THAT the Town of Newmarker proclaim Monday, February 27, 2017 as 
‘National Cupcake Day’;  
 
ii) AND THAT the proclamation be advertised in the Town Page advertisement 
and on the Town’s website www.newmarket.ca  

 

 
Carried 
 
Deputation  

 
8. Ms. Ms. Lisa Pena-Sabanel addressed the Committee regarding Development 

and Infrastructure Services Report – Engineering Services 2017-05 regarding 
Woodspring Avenue – Bonshaw Avenue to Town Limit Bicycle Lanes and On-
Street Parking and advised of concerns related to the survey results referenced in 
the report and requested the feasibility of conducting another analysis.   

 

 

  
Moved by:      Councillor Bisanz    
Seconded by: Councillor Broome     
 
a) THAT the deputation by Ms. Lisa Pena-Sabanel regarding Development and 
Infrastructure Services Report – Engineering Services 2017-05 regarding Woodspring 
Avenue – Bonshaw Avenue to Town Limit Bicycle Lanes and On-Street Parking be 
received.  

 
Carried 

 

 
9. Development and Infrastructure Services Report - Engineering Services 2017-05 

dated January 26, 2017 regarding Woodspring Avenue - Bonshaw Avenue to 
Town Limit Bike Lanes and On-Street Parking.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.newmarket.ca/


 

  
Town of Newmarket I Committee of the Whole Minutes – Monday, February 6, 2017  

 

 
6 
of 
14 

 

Moved by:      Councillor Hempen     
Seconded by: Councillor Kwapis    
 
a) THAT Development and Infrastructure Services Report - Engineering Services 2017-
05 dated January 26, 2017 regarding Woodspring Avenue - Bonshaw Avenue to Town 
Limit Bike Lanes and On-Street Parking be received and the following recommendation 
be adopted:  
 
i) THAT the existing parking restrictions and lane configurations on Woodspring 
Avenue, from Bonshaw to the Town Limit remain as they are.  

 
Carried 

 
10. Development and Infrastructure Services Report - Engineering Services 2017-04 

dated January 9, 2017 regarding Thoms Crescent - Parking Restrictions.  
 

 
Moved by:      Councillor Vegh     
Seconded by: Councillor Kwapis    
 
a) THAT Development and Infrastructure Services Report - Engineering Services 2017-
04 dated January 9, 2017 regarding Thoms Crescent – Parking Restrictions be 
received and the following recommendation be adopted:  
 
i) THAT the existing parking restrictions on Thoms Crescent remain as they are. 
 
Carried 

 
  Councillor Broome took no part in the voting of the foregoing matter. 
 
11. Development and Infrastructure Services Report - Planning and Building Services 

2017-01 dated January 26, 2017 regarding Urban Centres Parking Standards 
Zoning By-law Amendment.  

 

 
Moved by:      Councillor Kwapis     
Seconded by: Councillor Twinney    
 
a) THAT Development and Infrastructure Services Report – Planning and Building 
Services 2017-01 dated January 26, 2017 regarding Urban Centres Parking Standards 
Zoning By-law Amendment be received and the following recommendations be 
adopted:  
 
i) THAT Council adopt By-law # 2017-05 as contained in Attachment 1.  

 
  An alternate motion was presented and discussion ensued.  
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Moved by:      Deputy Mayor and Regional Councillor Taylor      
Seconded by: Councillor Twinney     
 
a) THAT Development and Infrastructure Services Report – Planning and Building 
Services 2017-01 dated January 26, 2017 regarding Urban Centres Parking Standards 
Zoning By-law Amendment be received and the following recommendations be 
adopted:  
 
i) THAT Council enact By-law 2017-05 with the following amendments contained within:  
 
A minimum parking requirement for two bedroom units of 1.0 per unit plus 0.15 visitor 
spaces, and a maximum of 1.20 per unit plus 0.15 visitor spaces;  
 
AND a minimum parking requirement for 3+ bedroom units of 1.20 per unit plus 0.15 
visitor spaces, and a maximum of 1.40 per unit plus 0.15 visitor spaces;  
 
AND the minimum and maximum parking rate reductions provided for ‘financially 
assisted dwelling units’ be reduced to 30%;  
 
ii) AND THAT staff re-examine the maximum parking standards in three years from the 
date of by-law enactment.  
 
Carried 

 
12. Corporate Services Report – (Legal Services) 2017-02 dated January 17, 2017    

regarding the Appeal to the Ontario Municipal Board from a Decision of the 
Committee of Adjustment denying an application for Minor Variance re:  Denise 
Circle.  

 

Moved by:      Councillor Broome       
Seconded by: Councillor Kwapis      
 
a) THAT Corporate Services Report – (Legal Services) 2017-02 dated January 17, 
2017 regarding the Appeal to the Ontario Municipal Board by the Owners of 253 Denise 
Circle (‘The Lands’) from a Decision of the Committee of Adjustment to deny an 
application for Minor Variance be received and the following recommendations be 
adopted:  
 
i) THAT staff be directed to advise the Ontario Municipal Board that Council supports 
the Committee of Adjustment’s decision to deny any application for a Minor Variance in 
connection with the lands;  
 
ii) AND THAT the Town will not be appearing as Party at the OMB hearing in this 
matter.   
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Carried 
 
Action Items 

 
13. Corporate Services Report – Financial Services 2017-08 dated February 6, 2017 

regarding a review of the current vacant unit property tax rebate program.  
 

 

Moved by:      Deputy Mayor & Regional Councillor Taylor        
Seconded by: Councillor Bisanz      
 
a) THAT Corporate Services Report – Financial Services 2017-08 dated February 6, 
2017 regarding a review of the current vacant unit property tax rebate program be 
received and the following recommendations be adopted:   
 
i) THAT Council endorse in principle, the elimination of the current vacant unit property 
tax rebate program;  
 
ii) AND THAT staff be directed to participate in the ongoing discussions;  
 
iii) AND THAT staff report back to Council on the final recommendations that will be 
made to Regional Council and if approved, sent to the Province for regulatory authority.  
 
Carried 
 
Motion 

 
14. Councillor Kwapis:  Re:  Vacant Storefronts.   
   
Moved by:      Councillor Kwapis         
Seconded by: Councillor Kerwin      
 
THAT Council direct staff to review options, best practices and by-laws that are used by 
towns and cities to prevent and/or manage unsightly vacant storefronts in areas of 
special interest such as Main Street.  This report to be brought back to Council within 
120 days. 
  
Carried 
 

The Committee of the Whole recessed at 3:15 p.m.  
 
The Committee of the Whole reconvened at 3:36 p.m.  
 
15. Chief Administrative Officer Report 2017-01 dated January 31, 2017 regarding 

the Town Wide Flower Program.   
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Moved by:      Deputy Mayor & Regional Councillor Taylor        
Seconded by: Councillor Kerwin       
 
a) THAT Chief Administrative Officer Report 2017-01 dated January 31, 2017 regarding 
the Town Wide Flower Program be considered jointly with Item 17 of the agenda being 
Approval of the 2017 Operating and Capital Budgets.  
 
Carried 

 
16. Joint CAO/Commissioners and Corporate Services – Financial Services Report 

2017-06 dated February 2, 2017 regarding the Approval of the 2017 Operating 
and Capital Budgets.  
 
An alternate motion was presented and discussion ensued.  
 

 

Moved by:      Councillor Vegh         
Seconded by: Councillor Kerwin       
 
a) THAT Joint CAO/Commissioners and Corporate Services – Financial Services 
Report 2017-06 dated February 2, 2017 regarding the Approval of the 2017 Operating 
and Capital Budgets be received and the following recommendations be adopted:  
 
 
i) THAT the proposed 2017 Operating Budget with expenditures of $121,523,919 be 
approved, which is comprised of the following components:  
 
a. $61,406,177 for the Town portion;  
b. $30,000 for the Newmarket Downtown Business Development Area (BIA)  
c. $3,974,018 for the Library portion;  
d. $16,179,191 for Central York Fire Services (Newmarket’s share)  
e. $35,726,263 for the Water Rate Groups which include an additional $287,842 for 
asset replacement funding;  
f. $2,535,415 for the Building Permit Rate Group;  
g. The creation of a Stormwater Management Rate Group with a budget of $1,672,855; 
  
ii) AND THAT the proposed 2017 Capital Budget with expenditure of $32,500,242 be 
approved; 
 
iii) AND THAT  $25,000 from reserves be allocated to the Emerald Ash Borer 
eradication program;  
 
iv) AND THAT the Town Wide Flower Program continue to be carried out at the current 
allocation of $75,000;  
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v) AND THAT Council directs staff to review the existing Town Wide Flower Program 
within the 2018-2022 term of Council.  
 
Carried 

 
Reports by Regional Representatives  
 
None.  

 
Notices of Motion 
 
a) Councillor Bisanz provided a Notice of Motion for the next scheduled Committee of 
the Whole meeting regarding on and off street residential parking analysis.  
 
b) Councillor Twinney provided a Notice of Motion for the next scheduled Committee of 
the Whole meeting regarding traffic mitigation measures on Eastman Crescent.  

 
  The Committee of the Whole recessed at 5:12 p.m.  
 
  The Committee of the Whole reconvened at 5:40 p.m.  
 
Closed Session  
 
Moved by:        Councillor Kerwin  
Seconded by:  Councillor Kwapis  
 
THAT Committee of the Whole enter into a Closed Session for the purpose of 
discussing Potential acquisition of land by the municipality as per Section 239 (2) (c) of 
the Municipal Act, 2001 (Ward 6) and Litigation or Potential litigation as per Section 239 
(2) (e) of the Municipal Act, 2001 and/or advice that is subject to solicitor-client privilege 
as per Section 239 (2) (f) of the Municipal Act, 2001. 
 
Carried  
 
The Committee of the Whole resolved into Closed Session at 5:41 p.m.  
 
The Committee of the Whole (Closed Session) Minutes are recorded under separate 
cover.  
 
The Committee of the Whole resumed into public session at 6:48 p.m.  
 
The Committee of the Whole recessed at 6:49 p.m.  
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The Committee of the Whole reconvened at 7:00 p.m. with Mayor Van Bynen in the 
Chair.  
 
The Public Hearing was called to order at 7:00 p.m.  

 
Public Hearing Matters 
 
The Records and Projects Coordinator welcomed the public to the Committee of the 
Whole meeting.  She advised that the Planning Act requires the Town to hold at least 
one Public Meeting on any proposed Official Plan Amendment or Zoning By-law 
Amendment.   
 
The Records and Projects Coordinator advised that the purpose of the meeting was to 
hear from anyone who has an interest in the Application for Official Plan and Zoning By-
law Amendment related to the lands bound by Park Avenue to the north, Victoria Street 
to the west, Church Street to the east and Botsford Street to the south, municipally 
known as 400 Park Avenue, 405/407 Botsford Street to permit a proposed development 
consisting of 11 apartment units within the former King George School building and 14 
townhomes of which 8 are proposed to front Church Street and 6 are proposed to front 
Botsford Street.  
 
She further advised that the Committee of the Whole would not be making a decision 
regarding the proposed amendments, but would refer all written and verbal comments 
to Planning staff to consider in a report that will be brought forward to a future 
Committee of the Whole or Council meeting.  
 
The Records and Projects Coordinator advised that if anyone present wished to be 
notified of subsequent meetings, or if making a presentation, to please complete a form 
with your name and address and submit it to the Clerk’s staff.  
 
The Records and Projects Coordinator noted that in accordance with the Planning Act, 
the Ontario Municipal Board may dismiss an appeal without holding a hearing, if the 
appellant failed to make either oral submission at the Public Meeting or provide written 
submissions to Council prior to adoption.  
 
She thanked everyone for their participation and interest in the meeting.  

 
17. Development and Infrastructure Services Report - Planning and Building 

Services 2016-45 dated November 28, 2016 and related Council Extract, Public 
Meeting Notice regarding Application for Official Plan and Zoning By-law 
Amendment - 400 Park Avenue (King George School), 405/407 Botsford Street. 
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Mr. Brad Rogers, Groundswell Urban Planners provided introductory remarks 
and a PowerPoint overview of the application, proposed uses, location of the 
subject lands and current land use provisions.    

 
Moved by:        Councillor Kerwin  
Seconded by:  Councillor Twinney  
 
THAT Mr. Brad Rogers, Groundswell Urban Planners be provided an additional 5 
minutes.  
 
Carried 

 
18. Ms. Ann Campbell, resident, addressed the Committee and expressed concerns 

related to the Church Street historical significance, protection of neighbouring 
heritage designated homes and structure shadowing.  

 

 
19. Ms. Tracee Chambers, resident, addressed the Committee and expressed 

concerns related to the proximity of the proposed development to neighbouring 
properties.    

 

 
20. Ms. Margaret Davis, resident, addressed the Committee and expressed 

concerns related to what the proposed development will look like, the shape of 
the proposed townhomes and parking requirements.    

 

21. Ms. Elaine Adam, resident, addressed the Committee and expressed concerns 
related to the rubble stone foundation, potential construction vibrations 
associated with re-development of the property as well as sewer and water 
intakes.  

 

 
22. Mr. Lewis Jessen, resident, addressed the Committee and provided a petition 

with a suggested counter proposal for re-development of the site.  
  

 

Moved by:        Councillor Kerwin  
Seconded by:  Councillor Vegh  
 
THAT Mr. Jessen be provided an additional five minutes.   
 
Carried 

 
 Mr. Jessen suggested a compromise to preserve the heritage of the former King 

George School with Regional ownership of surrounding lands to build a garden 
to honour education, teachers, students and enhance tourism opportunities.  
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23. Ms. Heather Burling, resident, addressed the Committee and expressed 
concerns related to the number and heights of the proposed townhomes.  

 

 
24. Mr. Chris Howie, resident, addressed the Committee and expressed concerns 

regarding the proposed heights of the townhomes and preference to leave the 
former classrooms intact and used as condominium units.    

 

 
25. Mr. John Day, resident, addressed the Committee and expressed concerns 

related to the proposed sightlines associated with re-development of the 
property, the lack of view buffering, the potential light pollution associated with 
street traffic and construction and rubble foundations.   

 

 
26. The resident from 408 Botsford Street addressed the Committee and expressed 

concerns related to the proposed construction, the destruction of trees, the 
current parking issues on Botsford Street and the proposed heights of the 
townhomes.  
 

 

27. Mr. Athol Hart, resident, addressed the Committee and expressed concerns 
related to the height and mass of the proposed townhomes on Church Street, 
potential streetscape impacts and the close proximity of the proposed 
development on neighbor heritage designated properties.   

 

 
28. Ms. Mills, resident, addressed the Committee and expressed concerns related to 

the potential sightlines associated with re-development of the property and 
townhome construction versus single detached.    
 

 

29. Ms. Christine Beynon, resident, addressed the Committee and expressed 
concerns related to potential increase in traffic, current parking issues and 
proposed visitor parking availability.    
 

 

30. Ms. Peggy Stevens, resident, addressed the Committee and expressed 
concerns related to changing and growing needs of Newmarket and population 
accommodation in the older portions of the Town.  

 

 
31. Mr. Patrick Monks, resident, addressed the Committee and expressed concerns 

related to the proposed streetscape views when the property is re-developed, 
the proposed heights of the townhomes and the visitor parking availability.    

 

32. Mr. Gord Paolucci, resident, addressed the Committee on behalf of his mother 
and expressed concerns related to the rubble foundations of surrounding 
properties, potential construction vibrations and noise and parking issues.   
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33. Ms. Sylvie Alexander, resident, addressed the Committee and expressed 
concerns related to traffic, parking, overnight guests’ accommodations and 
potential views for neighbouring property owners.   

 

 
 The Director of Planning and Building Services advised of the next steps associated 

with the application.   
 

   
Moved by:        Councillor Kwapis  
Seconded by:  Councillor Vegh  
 
THAT the presentation and deputations with respect to Development and Infrastructure 
Services Report - Planning and Building Services 2016-45 dated November 28, 2016 
and related Council Extract, Public Meeting Notice regarding Application for Official 
Plan and Zoning By-law Amendment - 400 Park Avenue (King George School), 
405/407 Botsford Street be received.  
 
Carried 

 
New Business  
 
None.  

 
Adjournment 

 

 
Moved by:      Councillor Kerwin   
Seconded by: Councillor Kwapis   
 
THAT the meeting adjourn. 
 
Carried 

 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at  8:22 p.m.  

 
 
 

  

Tony Van Bynen, Mayor  Esther Armchuk, Acting Town Clerk 
 

 


