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Background 

Federal government 
proposes to decriminalize 
cannabis for personal use 

Federal election victory by 
Liberal Party includes 

platform to legalize 
cannabis 

 

Task Force on Cannabis 
Legalization and 

Regulation 

Bill C-45 
introduced 

Provincial 
consultations on 

cannabis regulation 

Province passes 
Cannabis Act 

Bill C-45 
passed 

2015 

2003 2016 

April 2017 

Summer-Fall 
2017 

Dec 2017 

June 2018 

Ontario Provincial 
Election 

June 2018 



 

New Provincial 
government intent to use 

private retail model 

July 2018 

Province announces 
private retail framework 

and loosens consumption 
restrictions 

 

Sept 2018 

Province passes Cannabis 
Statute Law Amendment 

Act 

Oct 2018 

Province announces cap 
of 25 licences for first 
round of applications; 

applications to be 
approved in municipalities 

with a minimum 50,000 
population 

 

Dec 2018 

Newmarket public 
consultations 

Dec 2018 – 
Jan 2019 

Council decision on opt-in 
or opt-out 

 

Jan 2019 

First licensed stores to 
open 

April 2019 

Background 



Summary of report 
• History of cannabis in Canada 

 
• Federal and provincial law 

 
• Production, distribution 

 
• Revenue-sharing system 

 
• Opt in / opt-out decision 

 
• Restrictions on consumption locations 

 



Summary of report 
 

• Public consultation 
 

• Effects of recreational cannabis stores 
 

• Recommendation 
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Legislative update 
• Licence cap and lottery 



Legislative update 

Source: AGCO, current as of January 4th, 2019 



Current as of: Jan 2, 2019 

4,368,274 

1,237,797 

8,298,791 

Opt-in or out choice by 
population of 
municipalities 

In

Out

Undecided

Legislative update 



Public consultation 
 

• Council workshop 
 

• Public Information Centre 
 

• Online survey 
 

• Phone survey 
 

• Online outreach 
 

• Print outreach 
 
 



Public consultation 
 

 
• Public Information Centre 

 
• Polarizing issue 

 
• Concerns of smoking 

 
 
 

 



Public consultation 
 

 
• Online survey 

 
• Polarizing issue 

 
• Opposition to  

legalization 
 

• Support for public  
smoking restrictions 
 

• Divide over whether 
to address like  
alcohol or tobacco 



 
 

• Phone survey 
 

• Polarizing issue 
 

• Support for public  
smoking restrictions 
 

• Desire to see illicit  
market disappear 
 

• Concern for proper  
government oversight 
 
 

Public consultation 



Conclusion 
• Balance of interests 

 
• Public opinion & concerns 

• Crime 
• Protecting youth 
• Restricting public  

consumption 
 

• Potential benefits 
• Public health 
• Economic development 
• Combating illicit market 

 
• Public interest 

 
 
 
 



Questions? 
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